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| 
PREFACE, 
| 
ere Author having a long and intimate acquaint- 
ance with the General Baptifts, and finding that 
many people knew very little of them, and that little 
greatly to their prejudice, determined him to put down 
a few particulars for their information ; and he hopes 
an attentive Reader may form a tolerable idea of them. 
from the following comprehenfive Account. He has 
been, particularly careful to avoid partiality and mifre- 
fentation ; and if fome things carry in them a fha- 
dow of blame, this could not be avoided, unlefS the 
had been blamelefs. 
A hiftory of their rife and progrefs might have been 
teful to fome, but the propofed price would not ad- 
mit of it; befides, he has been informed, that another 
perfon has collected materials fer fuch awork. On this 
account he could not do it with propriety. : 
Some may think he has faid too much on Predeftina- 
tion. It fhould be remembered, that it is a fubje& in 
which they, as General Baptifis, have a great deal to do. 
He did not know how to give their ideas on it in fewer 


words, with the reafons which prevail with them to mili- 
tate againft it. He fears it is now done too fparingly to 


give the Reader proper information on this fubject, and 


fome others which are connected with it. He believes 
they will generally allow, that what he has written, is 
true ; but wifh that more, and that more to thepurpof, 
had been added.—He hopes the Reader’s candour will 
excufe his quoting the fame paflages of Scripture, in 
different parts of the work ; it was becaufe they feemed 
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PREFACE. 


to him the moft proper, though others might have beerr 
found to anfwer the fame purpofe. 

He begs that the General Baptifts will caufe their chil- 
dren to be well inftruéted in the following pages ; that 
they'may know, and know in time, what their parents 
believe and practice ; and why they do fo. This was 
a leading defign in the work. The Author at firft in- 
tended it as a Catechifm, for their more immediate ufe } 
but was prevailed on to expand it, for reafons unnecef- _ 
fary to mention here. - This may ferve as an apology 
for fome puerile thoughts which are yet retained. It is — 
now altered from queition and anfwer, to a Dialogue 
betwixt a Baptift and his Neighbour. 

He withes it to be noted, that this is.not defigned as 
a proper defence of the General Baptifts; though he 
looks on them as the moft {criptural of any protetiors, 
who have come under his notice; he is confcious that 
he has neither time nor talents to tread in the thorny 
- maze of controverfy, to fupport them, were that necef- 
 fary.—Critics know better than to expect any thing 
- from a Mechanic, for their gratification. He would 
not willingly offend them, but: he cannot: hope for their 

finile. | 

If he knows his own heart, the glory of God is-his 
main object ; and he hopes it is calculated to promote 
that end, by informing the ignorant—ftopping the 
mouths of falfe accufers—removing the prejudices of | 
fome whofe minds have been biafed by mifreprefentation — 
and falfhood ; as well as. by reminding the General — 
Baptifts on what ground they ftand, and the principal 
reafons for their conduét.—This, he thinks, fufficiently 
juftifies him in fending it to the prefs ; and all the rea- 


fons in the world, without this, he fhould efteem frivo- 
lous and vain, | 


A. 


é 
4 
| é 
a 
* 
4 


A COMPREHENSIVE 


SECTION: 


Whey their Religion i 1S and the Rule it, is 


Neighd. W# AT do they mean by Religion? 

Bapt. That knowledge—reverence — 
love and worfhip of God; that confidence in him, and 
obedience to him, which are his due, as their Maker— 
Preferver—Benefactor, and Sovereign. 

N. What is the rule of their Religion ? | 

B, The Bible: confifting of the books of the Old 
and New Teftaments. 

N, Have they no fet of articles, or rule of faith, 
_ formed from the Scriptures, as.a ftandard of their re- 
ligious tenets ? | 

B. No; they think that what God has revealed, it 
is their duty to know: what God has promifed, it is 
their duty to believe : what God has commanded, it is 
their duty to perform. That the Bible is quite fuffici- 
ent for every religious purpofe. 

N, Do they think it their duty to perform all that 
which is commanded, in the Old and New Teftaments? 

B, No; fome commands are to particular perfons in 
particular circumftancés, which are only obligatory in 
thofe particular cales. 

| N, Can 
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What their Religion is, and 


you give an inftance ? 


B. Yes that to Abraham, to offer up his fon, Gen.. 


xxii. 2. That to Ifracl, to gather mania, Exod. xvi. 


16, and many more. ' | 
Ny Do they think it their duty to perform all which 
are ofta. general nature ? 


_ By. No; fome were political ; to Ifrael as‘a nation : 


—fome were typical, and accomplifhed in Chrift :— 
fome are moral, and of univerfal obligation :—fome 
evangelical, and given particularly to Chriftians. 

NN. Pleafe to give an example of each. 

Ri 1. Political; Lev. xxv. almoft wholly fo: being 
a number of precepts relative to their great Jubilee. 
Typical: throughout. This contains 
the ftatutes concerning. their yearly propitiation or a- 
tonement.. .. 4 


9. Moral: Exod, xx. Matt. xxii. 36——41. the duty of - 


mankind refpecting God and our Neighbour. 

_ 4. Evangelical : -Atts ii. 37. 1 Cor. xi. 23—-25. 1 
John iii. 23. Thefe paflages contain direétions to Chrif- 
tians ; and properly-to none elfe. 
Do they always obferve this diftinGion ? 

~B. No; they commonly look on the commandments 


to be either moral or pofitive. 


‘N. Can you make this diftinétion more obvious ? 
 B. Yes; Jefus, bya pofitive appointment, has made 


‘it the duty of Believers to be baptifed, Matt. xxviii. 19, 


Mark xvi, 16." This is the duty of Belicvers only : 
Acts vill. 37. and their duty only once. But the mo- 
fal law thews it the duty of all men always to love God 
with all their heart, and their Neighbour as themfelves, 
The obligation to this is everlafting. No difpenfation 


- Of Heaven can excafe us from this. 


“N. Do they think themfelves equally obliged to ob- 


ferve both moral and pofitive precepts? 


B; Yes; fince the fame Lord commands both: as 
your 
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the Rule by which it is regulaed. =. 


your fervant is obligated to obey you in coal ~~ 
as well as in great ones. 

N. How do they know what commands are e aboith 
ed, and what are ftill in force? | 
B. Principally by the New Teftament. 

N. Do not they find this very difficult? —. 

B. Yes; in fome cafes. ‘ 

N. How do they fettle thofe cafes ?. 

8. Let them go unfettled. 

NV. But when it-relates to an article of faith, or rule 
of conduét ; how do they act then? - 
B. This is feldom the cafe. Scripture is 
plain on what relates to faith and duty: yet, if difficul- 
ties occur here; they take and give the liberty to a& 
according to the_beft judgment they can form. 

N. Does not this liberty occafion confufion and fchifm ? 

B. Not pacer 45 ; but a great mean to prevent 
both. 

N, How can that be? | 

B. Becaufe, where thereis no law, there is no trant : 
greflion: and if there be a law, which is underftood 
differently, they are at liberty to act differently. In — 
thefe cafes they are only accountable to God and‘con, 
fcience. | 

N. Have they not Teachers and Rulers ? Fieve not 
thefe authority to appoint their duty ; to praife the o» 
bedient, to cenfure the diforderly, &c.? | 

RB. ‘They have both Teachers and Rulers, chofen at | 
appointed by themfelyes to their various work, ‘whofe 
bufinefs it is to explain and enforce the Scriptures, and 
to ovetfee the affairs of the Church; but thefe have no 
power to appoint any thing ; cenfure any thing further 
than they prove it right or wrong by Scripture : and 
when they attempt it, they cenfure them. 

N. Do not they frequently fiad, that in a number of 
perfons, there will be different opinions; that each is 
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4. What their Reli igion 155 and 


tenacious of his own ; and that this occafions ftrife and 
debate ? 

 B. Yess; fometimes it is fo. 

_N. Would it not be much better tu have an umpire 
to fettle all thefe difputable points ? 

8. Had the great God given them fuch an umpire, 
they certainly would have thought it better ; but as he 


has not, they think themfelyes much better without. 
one. 


N. Js there more than one true Religion? Are not 
the wife and learned better able to judge of it than the 
ignorant and unlearned ? would they not choofe that for 
themfelves, and appoint it to their people? Is it not 
fafer to truft a number of fuch wife and learned men, 
than venture on what we may fancy to be right? 

B. Admitting all you fay, yet they think this. will 
not apply to the prefent cafe ; for, which mode of Reli- 
gion have not the wife and learned chofen and eftablith- 


‘ed at one time or other? Where thofe modes right 


when adopted, and wrong when rejected? At this time 
Epifcopacy is eftablithed in England, Prefbyterianifm in 
Scotland, and Popery in Canada and Corfica. Which 
of thefe muft they think the true Religion? One Go- 
vernment has eftablithed all three. 

N. This is clenching work! do not you think this 
fpecks in favour of the Government, "ts well as it being 


‘an argument in favour of Diffenters ? 


B. Undoubtedly it'does both. ’Tis happy to find, 
that they do not infift on their fubje&s fubmitting toa 
particular mode of worfhip, nor fay that they are here- 
tics for being of a different opemen and practice to 
themfelves. 

N. Bat, do not they think there is re to be 
learned from the wifdom and experience of ages ? 

B. Yes; very much! 


N. What 
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the Rule by which it is regulated. 5 


N. What do they learn by it, if they reje& it whole- 
fale? 

B. That is not the cafe. They receive it as illuftra- 
tion, but not as a ftandard of truth. It moreover 
makes them prize the Bible, and ftick clofer to it’s teach- 
ings. They fee there is nothing to be depended on 
but the Bible ; the naked Bible, without the opinions 
of men: if they add to it, or take from it, they are con- 
demned ; if they leave it, they are loft. 


They are fully convinced, that: 
‘THE Bible is the only Rule, 


In which they dare confide : 
‘The wifeft man is but a fool, 
Who takes another guide. ; 


The world by wifdom never yet, 
Could find the heav’nly road ; 
And never will, till they debenit 
To fearch the Book of God. 


all uncertainty and guefs ; 

Yea worfe, far worfe than fo: 

‘They muft be wrong and judge amifs, | 
Who let the Bible go,.— 


How ruilty ahd how they, | 

lay this Book alile !— 

O may T make it night and day, ; 
My counfellor and guide, 
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“@$ECTION | 
‘The Manner of their Werpip and leading Dedirines. 


Neigh VW AT is the manner of their worthip, 
if they have no fettled form? 

~ Bapt. It is different in different places. ‘The moft 
common is to fing an Hymn—to deliver a kind of ge- 
neral Prayer—-to fing another Hymn—to take a Text 
of Scripture, and to preach from it about an hour—to 
fing another Hymn, and conclude in prayer. 

_N. Do they ufe mufical inftruments in their worfhip 

Very few of them: inftrumental. mutic is ene. 
nally thought contrary to the New Teftament ar a 

WN. Do they pray kneeling? 

B. They generally pray ftanding. 

N. Do they ufe any form of prayer? 

No; believe free, univer fally. 

~N. Do they preach by notes? 

B. ‘They have no rule for this part of their worfhip ; 
évery Minilter is at liberty to ufe his own difcretion. 
They fome of them put down a few leading thoughts : 
they difapprove of reading fermons. 

N. Do they ufe family prayer? 

Some do; many do not. 

NN. Why do many of them neglect this ? 

They have many things to give as reafons for 
this. I mean thofe who live in the neglect of family 
prayer. 

1. About forty or fifty years ago, the Methodifts 
made a great ftir; and (as I have been informed) in- 
. ftead of teaching finners to believe the Gofpel, urged 
them to pray for Faith, &c. The Baptifts thought this 
an error, which had a tendency to fubvert, in fome de- 
gree, the Saviour’s commiffion, Mark xvi. 15, 16. -and’ 
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Manner of Worfoip and leading Doérines, 7 
to lead finners into a fnare: they, confequently, op- 
pofed this praying) for. Faith.’ From this oppofition 
fome were led to think lightly of prayer in general ; 
efpecially of formal, and even family prayer. | This 
‘remains as a bar to fome I believe even to this day. 

z. As they do not find it exprefsly commanded, they 
can fcarcely think : right to be done ; efpecially as a 
duty. 

3. Many think j it right to be done ; but feeha back- 
wardnefs, and an inability to perform it to their own 
edification, or to that of others; and are apprehenfive, 
that it would rr hinder than promote the glory of 
God, 

4 Some few babie an averfion to every thing that 
borders on form, thinking it is calculated to injure or | 
to deftvoy the life and power of true godlinefs; and 
therefore oppofe family Religion in every fhape. 

Thefe are the principal reafons which I have. heard 
urged for the neglect of family prayer: as a people, 
- they attend to it more than formerly. Sevesal have 
recommended and enforced it both from the pulpit and 
the prefs: but od egies and cultoms are not eafily 
removed. 


_ WN. Do they never read the Scriptures, as a part of 
their public worthip 


B. Yes: this is done at their week-day 
Lectures. 

N. ‘How are thefe Leétures conducted ? 

B. Commonly the fame as their preaching oppor- — 
tunities ; only initead of taking a Text, they read’ a 
Chapter: which done, they endeavour to open it’s. 
meaning-—to point out it’s doétrines—and to enforce 
it’s duties, 

N. Can you give a brief ketch of the leading Doc. 
trines which they hold? ie 
B. Yes; 
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8 Manner of Werpip and leading Do&rines. 


Yes; but a brief fketch muft content you: and 
this will not apply to them univerfally ; they differ in 
their views on many fubjetts. 

They believe— 

1. In the being and perfections of one true God. 

2. In his making man in his own image, holy — 
happy—free. 

3. In the fall of man through fin. 

4. In the inability of man to recover himfelf; and 
that his pofterity are in the fame ftate. 

5. In God promifing, and at the laft fending his 
only begotten Son into the world to fave finners. 

6. In Chrift giving himfelf a ranfom for all, and 
being the propitiation for the fins of the whole world. 

7. In God infpiring the Prophets and Apoftles to 
fpeak, or to write the holy Scriptures, which they re- 
ccive as a true revelation of his divine will. 

8. In the Holy Ghoit convincing and quickening 
poor finners to feek after falvation :—in his dwelling in 
believers, as a comforter and fanctitier. 

9g. That God freely pardons thofe who cordially be- 
lieve on Jefus Chrift. 

10. That true faith has a natural tendency to purify 
the heart, and to promote holinefs of life. 

at. That thofe believers, who, through the Spirit, 
mortify the deeds of the body, thall live: that thofe, 
who live after the flefh, fhall die. 

12. That if any finner be eternally loft, it is his own 
fault: not only through his finning againft the law 
of God, but for rejecting his grace. 

13. Phat Jefus Chrift appointed two Ordinances, to 
be obferved by Believers only :—Baptifin, and the Lord's 


Supper. ‘The firft to be done only once, on a profef= , 


fion of faith; the fecond often, as a commemorative 
feat. 


14. That 
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14, That there will be arefurrection of the dead ; 
both of the juft and of the unjuit. 

15. That there will be a peneral judgment ; in which 
God will manifeft ” rectitude of his condudl to all the 
world, 

16. That there i is a future ftate of happinefs, and of 
mifery ; exprefied by the names of Heaven and Hell. 

That in one or other of thefe ftates, all man- 
Kind mult have their final refidence ; according as they 
have improved or abufed the grace of God in this life. 

There are many other things which they believe, 
but thefe contain what I underftand to be their prin- 
cipal Doctrines. Remember, their great rule is, to be- 
lieve what God fays—to do what he appoints—to ex- 
pect what he promifes inthe Bible. = * 

N. Do they allow of a difference in doétrine? 

B. Yes: fome of them, freely ; others, reluctantly. 

N. Can Unitarians and Trinitarians, Arminians and 
Socinians, Calvinifts and Winchefterians, fit down to- 
gether in the fame Church ? 

&. Some of them have fo much candour, provided 
they believe that Jefus Chrift is the Son of God—are 
evidently religious and fteady in their conduct, and 
purfue the truth and peace, Aéts x. 34, 35. obliges 
them to doit. ‘* Of atruth I perceive that God is 
no refpecter of perfons ; but in every nation he that 
fearcth him, and worketh righteoufnefs, is accepted 
with him.’? They do not know how to reject thofe 
whom God receives. They are not inattentive to 
principle, knowing that to be the root; but they judge 
of a man more by his fruit than profefiion. 

N. Do any of them ever difown a Member for his 
particular tenets? | 

B, Very feldom : | fometimes this occafions fo much 
contention and wrangling, that they mutually part for 
peace, | | 
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SECTION III. 
Their Thoughts on Predeflination. 


| Nigh: O not they differ in fome things from 
| thofe of the orthodox faith ? 

_ Bapt. Probably they may: who do you call the or- 
thodox ? 

“_N. The followers of that great reformer John Cal: 
vin: do not they call them fo? 

_ B. No; itisa title which poffibly the Calvinifts may 
| arrogate to themfelves; on what pretence J cannot de- 
termine. | 

N. What is there i in Calyinifm which they think er. 
roncous? 

.°B. There are feveral things which they think excep- 
tionable. 

N. Lhope they approve of that great parent doctrine, 
eternal Predeftination ? 
| B, They quite difapprove of it, as it is generally 
underftood, 
| WV. How do they think it is generally underftood ? 

B. That the great God decreed from all eternity to 
fave.a certain number of perfons, thence called ee#: — 
that the reft, he intentionally left in a ftate of fin and © 
death, to perith everlaftingly ; .without any refpec to 
the virtue of the one, or the vicioufnefs of the other. | 
NN, What reafons have they for objeéting to this? 
They have many reafons : the may of 
the principal. 

The Scriptures (which. are all we to form 
judgment of thefe things by) reprefent God as without 
partiality ; juft, kind, merciful, gracious, long-fuffer- 
ing, wile, good, not willing that any fhould perith ; 
seb eae out his hands cll the day long to a difobedient 
and 
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Their Thoughts on Predeflination. rt 


cr and gainfaying people ; fo loving the world as to give 


Chriit to fave it; calling to the wicked, and promiting 
them mercy and pardon on returning to him ; lament- 
ing, like a parent, over thofe who will not turn, as tho’ _ 
he could fcarcely be happy without their falvation; 
fwearing as he lives, that he has no pleafure in the death 
of the wicked, but pres the wicked turm from his way 
and live, 

2. Thofe sition of Scripture, which fpeak of 
predeftination, do not affert, nor prove fuch decree: 
that they cannot fairly gather it from them, without 
doing violence to. many plain declarations. 

3. This doétrine has a direct tendency to prevent hu- 
man exértion : to make the finner conclude that his ef- 
forts can be of no avail: that, if God defign to fave him, 
he cannot be damned : and that if. he defign to damn 
him, damned he mutt be, for there is no remedy. 

4. They never find the Prophets or the Apoitles te?- 
ling finners, that they are in a ftate of fin or death 
through God’s decree ; but for ' fomething very differ- 
ent, if not the contrary. 

5. Jefus, in judgment, never fo much as hints, that 
any finner is in a ftate of condemnation through the 
predetermination of God; but proceeds ona ground, 
as different as light is from darknefs. 

6. Thofe who perifh, never charge their perithing on 
God’s decree: not fo much asa hint like it : yet, how 
natural would this be, were it true? 

7. Eternal predeftination renders the general judg- 
ment unaccountable. If God determined fuch fhould 
be faved, and fach damned, and has the whole order- 
ing of every circumftance relative to every individual— 
wherefore the propriety of bringing them to judgment ? 

8. It even reprefents the holy God as infincere; as 
having two wills ; one revealed, but another concealed : 
as grieving for the finner’s obftinacy, yet has made 
them 
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12 Their Thoughts on Predeflination. 


them obftinate: commanding all men every where to 
repent ; yet determined not to give them repentance : 


withing them to turn and live; yet determined, be- 


fore they were born, that the greateft part of them 


fhould be damned. 


g. Refpeét to the honour of God conftrains them to 


put the moft favourable conftruétion on thofe paflages 
of Scripture, and events in providence, which feem to 
favour eternal reprobation ; fince this idea cafts fuch a 
gloom over the divine perfections, and fills the mind 
with fo much horror, What can fhock humanity fo 
much as the theught, that the great and bleffled God 
fhould make millions of rational creatures, and put 


them in a ftate of difficulty and danger fo great, that 
they might as foon raife the dead, or make a world, as 


efcape condemnation (without fpecial grace, which he - 


determined not to give them) ; and then todamn them 
to all eternity for this neceflary failure ? | 

They think the idea fo repugnant to the many glo- 
rious defcriptions of Deity in the Bible, that it cannot 
be a doctrine according to godlinefs. 
_ to. The difficulties, if not abfurdities, conneéted 


with this dogtrine, are a reafon with fome for not em-. 


. God is faid to be ‘* good to all; and that his 
Leak mercies are over all his works.’’ By this doc- 
vee he appears good and merciful to very few. 

. As being perfectly holy ; ‘* cannot be tempted of 
evil neither tempteth he any man.’’ This doétrine 
reprefents him as placing man in fuch a fituation that 
he cannot but fin; yea, “« that his determinate coun- 
fel extendeth itfelf even to the firft fall, and all other 
finful actions of angels and men: and that not by a bare 

3+ God fays, «* Becaufe I have called, and ye refufed, 
1 have ftretched out my hand, and no man regarded— 
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Their Thoughts on PredePindtion. 13 


J alfo will laugh at your calamity, and mock when your 
fear cometh.’’ This doétrine lays the caufe of their 
calamity’ in the decree of God; that he did not in- 
tend them that perith to be faved. ‘* That the number 
of the eleé&t can neither be increafed or diminifhed.”’ 

4. Scripture fays, that *« Chrift died forall: is the 
propitiation for—the fins of the whole world.” Pre- 
deftination flatly contradiés this !—Coles fays, itis not 
true, page 142. 

5.. Scripture fays, ** Ye are all the children of God 

by faith in Chriit Jefus:—toas many as received him to 
them gave he power to become the fons of God; even to 
them that believe on his name.” This doétrine fays, 
that the ele& are children of God before they believe.. 
Coles, page 
- 6. God fays, that the Jews had <« built the high pla- 
ces of Tophet—to burn their fons and their daughters 
in the fire, which he commanded them not, neither came 
it into his heart.”’ This doétrine fays, that God hath 
foreordained whatfoever comes to pafs.”’ 

7. Jefus fays, ** O jerufalem, Jerufalem—how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen 
doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would 
not :’’—-as though the fault were all their own, . This 
do&rine fhews the reafon to be, God’s decree : in vir- 
tue whercof, ‘* grace, neceflary for converfion, for faith, 
and falvation, is not offered—is not beftowed on them, 
according to the fecret will of God.” | 

8. Paul tells the Romans, ** That if they live after 


the fleih, they thall die ; but if they, through the Sparit, | 


do mortify the deeds of the body, they fhall live. 


‘This doétrine fays, ‘So many as have once obtained 
true jultifying faith by fuch irrefiftible force can never 


totally lofe it: no, not although they fall into the moft 
enormous fins; but are fo kept, by that fame irrefiftible 


not for them finally to perith,’’ 


C | 9. Scrip- 
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9. Scripture tells us, that the reafon of a finner’s 
damnation is, their impenitence and unbelief; or be- 


 caufe they ** receive not the love of the truth, that they 


might be faved.” This doftrine fays, God, by an 


eternal and unchangeable decree, ordained certain to 


eternal life, and certain to eternal death, without any 
regard to their righteoufhels or fin; to their obedience 


or difobedience ; only becaufe fo was his pleafure.”’ ’ 


40. Scripture fays but little on dying infants: that 
little is always favourable; ** Of fuch is the kingd 
of heaven :’’—not the lea hint of one inhell. Bu 
this doctrine almoft neceflitates the moft painful con- 
¢lufion which can pierce the human heart: that the 
rreateft number: of them go to eternal torments. A-- 
dams, on the Deftruétion of Sodom; fays, ** Their ve- 
ry feed was accurfed : becaufe the fathers blafpheme a- 
gainft heaven, the children go tohell. Who, fays he, 
can hear the confuied cry of fo many infants, and not 
cry for company? to fee their tender and ungrown 
limbs wrapt up in flames of fire, as fwath-bands; the 
fhrinking of their foft nerves at every pull of grief; 
their flefh fcorched like a fcroll of parchment: fprawl- 
ing on the ground, and rocked to fleep with dire de- 
ftruction.”” And Calvin, ** How came it to pafS, that 
the fall of Adam did wrap up in eternal death fo many 


‘nations with their children, being infants, without re- 


medy, but becaule it fo pleafed God ?” 


For fuch reafons as thefe, they cahnot approve of the 
doétrine of abfolute predeftination. ‘They think it re- 
pugnaat to the very spirit of the Bible. 


N. Do not vou carry things too far? It is eafy to ga- 
ther up bits and feraps from wild enthufiafts, and there. 
by reprefent a people in the moft odious light ; when 
perhaps that very people deteft thofe horrid confe- 
quences as much as thofe who endeavour to expofe thein. 
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B. Your remark is very juft: if I am guilty of the 
fault, I deferve the odium due to a wretch fo wicked. 
But remember, I muft not judge of the nature of a doc- 
trine from the opinion of thofe who efpoufe it; but 
from my owh, when | have fufficiently examined it. So 
muft the General Baptifts. They fee it as reprefented 
above ; and were they to efpoufe it, it muft be with 
thofe confequences which they believe are conneéted 
with it. You will be better able to form a judgment, 
when you have confidered the authorities from which 1 
write. I hope you will permit me to abridge, for the 
fake of brevity, provided I retain the true fenfe: which 
] mean to do to the beft of my ability, . 


J, From the 17th Article of the Church of England. 
Predeftination to life is the everlafling purpofe of 
God, whereby (before the foundations of the. world were 
laid) he hath conftantly decreed’ by his counfel, feeret 
to us, to deliver from curfe and damnation thofe whom 
he hath chofen in Chrift out of mankini, and to bring 
them by Chrift to everlafting falvation, as veffels made 
to honour. Wherefore they which be endued with fo 
excellent a benefit of God, be called according to God’s 
Srpote by his Spirit working in due feafon: they 
through grace obey the calling: they be jultified freely: 
they be made fons of God by adoption: they be made 
like the image of his only-begotten Son Jefus Chrift : 
they walk religioufly in good works, and at length, by 
God’s mercy, they attain to everlafting felicity. —See 
the article, in the Book of Common Prayer. 
If. The Affembly’s Catechifm. 

Queft. 7. What are the decrees of God ? 

Anf. The decrees of God are his eternal purpofe, ac- 
cording to the counfel of his own will; whereby, for 
his own glory, he hath foreordained whatfoever comes 
to pafs. 

Q. 11, What are God’s works of providence ? 


Ce A. —His 


@ 


16 Their Thoughts on Predeffination. 
A. —— His moit holy, wife, and powerful preferving 
and governing all his creatures, and all their a&tions. 

Q. 20. Did God leave all mankind to perith in a 
ftate of fin and mifery ? 

A. God having out of his mere good pleafure, from 
all eternity, elected fome to everlailing life, did enter 
into a covenant of grace to deliver them out of the 
eftate of fin and mifery, and to bring them into an eftate 
of falvation by a Redeemer. 

_ Q. 29. How are we made partakers of the Redemp- 
tion purchafed by Chrift? 

A. ——- By the effeciual application of it to us by 
his Holy Spirit. . 

Q. 30. How doth the Spirit apply to us the redemp- 
tion purchafed by Chrift ? 

A. —— By working faith in us, and thereby unit- 
ing us to Chrift in our effectual calling, : 


III. A Confeffion of Faith, put forth by the elders 
and brethren of more than a hundred congregati- 


ons in England and Wales, 1689.—The Baprtift- 
Regilter for 1790. 


1. God hath decreed in himfelf; from all eternitt, 
by the moft wife and holy counfel of his own will, free- 
ly and unchangeably, all things, whatfoever comes to 
pafs: yet fo as thereby is God neither the author of fin, 
nor hath fellowthip with any therein ; nor is violence 
offered to\the will of the creature, nor yet is the liberty 
or contingency of fecond caufes-taken away, but rather 
eftablifhed, in which appears his wifdom in difpofing | 
all things, and power and faithfulnefs in accomplifhing 
his decree. 

2. Although God knoweth whatfoever may, or can 
come to pafs upon all fuppofed conditions; yet hath he 
not decreed any thing, becaufe he faw it as future, or 
as that which would come to pafs on fuch conditions. 


3- By 
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3. By the decree of God, for the manifeftation of his 
glory, fome men and angels are predeftinated, or fore- 
ordained to eternal life, through Jefus Chrift, tothe 
- praife of his glorious grace ; others being left to a&t in 
their fin to their juft condemnation, to the praife of his 
glorious jultice, | 

4. Thefe angels and men thus predeftinated, and 
foreordained, are particularly and unchangeably de- 
figned, and their number fo certain, and definite, that 
it cannot be either increafed or diminifhed. 

5. Thofe of mankind, that are predeftinated to life, 
God, before the foundation of the world was laid, ac- 
cording to his eternal and immutable purpofe, and the 
fecret counfel and good pleafure of his will, hath chofeu 
in Chrift unto everlafting glory, out of his mere free 
- grace and Jove ; without any thing in the creature, as a 
condition, or caufe, moving him thereunto. 
~ 6. As God hath appointed the ele& unto glory, fo he 
hath, by the eternal and free purpofe of his will, fore- 
ordained all the means thereunto; wherefore they, who 
are ele&ted, being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by 
Chrift; are effectually called unto faith in Chrift, by his 
_ Spirit working in due feafon ; are juftified, adopted, 
& fan@tified, and kept by his power through faith unto 
falvation ; neither are any other redeemed by Chrift, 
or effectually called, juftified, adopted, fanétitied, and 
faved, but the ele& only. | 

7. The doctrine of this high myftery of predeftinati- 
on, is to be handled with fpecial prudence and care ; 


that men attending the will of God revealed in his. _ 


word, and yielding obedience thereunto, may, from the 
certainty of their effectual vocation, be aflured of their 
eternal election ; fo fhall this doétrine afford matter of 
praife, reverence, and admiration of God, and humili- 
ty, diligence, and abundant confolation, to. all that, 
fincerely obey the gofpel. 


C's Oa 


all eternity, seleGed fome to everlaftig life, enter 
acovenant of: gtace to‘deliver them out of the 


holy, wife; and powerful préferting 
bis creatures; and all their a&tigtis. 


of fin and mifery ? 


eftate of fin and mifery, 
_ of falvation by a Redeemer. 


Q. 29: How are. we made partakers of the Redemp. 


‘tion purchafed by Chrift ?. 


A, By the effeciual application of ‘it to us. by 


_ his Holy Spirir. 


How doth the Spicis apply to us the redemp- 


tion purchafed by ? 


A. +—— By. working faith i in Us, ‘and hereby unit. 


ing us to Chriftin our effeftual calling. 


Ill, A Confeffion of Faith, put forth by the elders Fs 
and brethren of more than a hundred congregati- 


ons in England and si 416 The ift- 
Regifter for 1790. 


: by the moft wife and holy counfel of his own will, free- 


oy, ly and unchangeably, all things, whatfoever comes to 


pafs: yet fo as thereby is God neither the author of fin, 


nor hath fellowhip with any.therein nor is violence 


offered to the will of the creature, nor yet is the liberty 
or contingency of fecond caufes-taken away, but rather 


eftablithed, in which appears his wifdom in difpofing 
all things, and power and faithfulnefs in 
his decree. 


2. Although God knoweth may, or ¢an 
come to pals upon all fuppofed conditions ; yet hath he 


py decreed any thing, becaufe he faw it as future, or 
that which come to on fuch conditions. 
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By the decree of God, for the manifeftation of his 

giory, and angels are predeftinated, or fere-. 
ordained to.eternal life, through fefus Chrift,. to’ the 

* praife of his glorious graces, others being left to aftia 

_ their fin to their juit to the of his 
glorious juitice. 

4. Thefe angels and men thus and 
foreordained, are particularly and unchangeably de- 
figned, and, their humber fo certain, and definite, that 
it cannot be either increafed or diminifhed.. - 
' §. Thofe of mankind, that are predeftinated to life, 
God, before the foundation of the world was laid, ac- 

- cording to his eternal and immutable purpofe, and the 
fecret counfel and good pleafure of his will, hath chofen 
‘in Chrift unto everlafting glory, out of his mere free 
” ‘grace arid Jove ; without any thing in the creature, as a 

condition, or caufe, moving him thereunto. 

” 6. As God hath appointed the ele& uato glory, fo he 
hath, by the eternal and free purpofe of his will, fore- 
ordained all the means thereunto; wheresore they, who - 

_ are elected, being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by 
Chrift; are effcétually called unto faith in Chrift, by his 
Spirit working } in due feafon ;. are juftified, adopted, 
fanétified, and kept ‘by his power through faith unto 
falvation ; heither are any other redeemed’ by Chrift, 

or effe@tually called, juftified, adopted, fancified, and 
faved, but.the ele@t only, |. 
‘7. The doctrine of this high myftery of 
on, is to be handled with Tec prudence, and:care 
that men attending the will of God revealed his. 
word, and yielding obedience thereunto, may, from the 
certainty of their eifectual-vocation, be aflured of. their 
eternal eleCtiion ; {0 fhall this doctrine-afford matter of 
praife, reverence, and admiration of God, and. humili- 

, diligencé, and abusdant confolation, to. all 
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18 Their Thovghts'on Predeftination. 
On Divine Providence. © 
4. The almighty power, unfearchable wifdom, and 
infinite goodnefs of God, fo far manifeft themfelves in. 
his providence, that his determinate counfel extendeth 
itfelf even to the firft fall, and all other finful a&tions of 
angels and men; and that not bya bare permiffion, 
which alfo he moft wifely, and powerfully boundeth, 
and governeth to his moft holy ends ; yct fo 2s the fin- 
fulnefs of their a&ts proccedéth only from the creatures, 
and not from God ; who being moft holy and righteous, 
neither is, nor can be the author or approver of fin. __ 


IV. The Synod of Dort. 

Art. 1. God, by an eternal and unchangeable decree, 
ordained certain to eternal life, and certain to eternal 
death, without any regard had to their righteoufnefs or 
fin, to their obedience or difobedience ; only becaufe fo 
was his pleafure :—means being alfo foreordained, by 
his decree, fit for the execution of the fame, by the 
force whereof, it is neceffary that they be faved after 
an unavoidable manner, who are ordained to falvation ; 
fo that it is not poffible that they fhould perifh. But they 
who are deftined for deftru€tion (who are far the great- 
eft number) muft be damned, neceffarily, and inevita- 
bly, fo that it is not poffible for them to be faved.— 
“80 he 2d article is fimilar. 
3. Therefore Jefus Chrift, the Saviour of the world, 
died not for all men, but for thofe only who are elected ; 
_he being ordained Mediator to ‘fave thofe only. 
4. Confequently the Spirit of God doth work in thofe 
who are elected with fuch force, ‘that they cannot refift 
it; fo that they muft tarn, believe, and be faved. But 
this irrefiftible grace belongs ‘only to the eleéted, not to 
reprobates, to whom, not only that irrefiftible grace ig 
. denied, but grace neceffary for converfion, for faith and 
is not t offered ; to conVerfion faith, 
indeed 
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indeed they are called, invited, and folicited outwardly, 
by the revealed will of God, though the inward force 
neceflary to faith and converfion, is not beftowed on 
them according to the fecret will of God. 

5. So many as have once obtained true and juftifying 
faith, by fuch irrefiftible force, can never totally lofe it ; 
no, not although they fall into the moft enormous fins; 
but are fo kept by that fame irrefiftible force, that it is 
not poflible for them finally to perith. 


For further illuftration, fee Wilfon’s Scripture Dic- 
tionary, 6th edition, on the words, Election, Predefti- 
nation, Reprobation, &c. then lay the whole together, 
and fay whether you think the account given above of 
predeftination, and it’s natural, if not neceflary confe- 
quences, be exaggerated. 

N. My verdict, in this particular, muft be, not guil- 
ty. The declarations of a Convocation—an Affembly 
_—an Affociation—a Synod, are arguments too forcible 
to be refifted ; unlefs the Predeftinarians have fince al- 
tered, or revoked their former tenets. 

B. So far are they from revoking, that they have 
lately confirmed them. In 1790, the Weftern Affocia- 
tion warn the churches as follows: « Guard againft two 
errors in particular.—The firft is the leaven of Armi- 
nianifm, which, by aflerting arid maintaining a power ih 


the creature, either to receive or rejeé& the grace of , 


Chrift, and infifting omceértain qualifications, fuch as re- 
pentance, love, good frames, and holy difpofitions, prior 
to juitification, diffeminates tround the feeds'of Popery, 
denies the'ele&ing love of the Farher, the finifhed work 
of the Son, and the powerful Operations of the Holy Spi- 
rit, which the Scriptures declare te be irrefiftible ; and, 
by denying the perfeverance of the faints, gives God 
himfelf the-lie, who declares, that where he has begun 
the good work, he will perform it, until the day of Jefus 
Phil. i. 6, that none fhall pluck his theep 
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20 Their Thoughts on Predeftination. 
outof hishands: it makes God unrighteous in permit- 
ting thofe to perith, for whom his juftice has panne 


full fatisfaction.” 
I fuppofe that-there is not an Arminien, i in the ein 


kingdoms, who maintains as above reprefented: I am 


well perfuaded that the General Baptiftsdo not: there- 


fore this thundering artillery effeéts not them.- But 


waving this; youfee what the Predeftinarians profefs, that 
it is not in the power of a finner to receive or reje& the 


grace of Chrift ; (one would wonder how they came by 
it!) that a finner is not.to repent before juftification ; 


though Chrift and his Apoftles urge it fo much; that 
the cperations of the Holy Spirit are irrefiftible, tho’ 
the Jews are charged with always refifting the spt 
Ghoft; that they dare limit the great God to their fy 


tem, or pronounce him— unrighteous. 


In the fame year, 1790, the Midland AGiociation— 


** Refolved, That no church be admitted into, or,con- 


tinued in this connection, but fuch who profefs to be- 
lieve the doétrines of—the Trinity—eternal and per- 
fonal election—original fin—particular redemption— 
free juttification by the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed 


efficacious grace in regeneration—the final. perfever- 
ance of the faints—with the In perzenpence of the fe- 
_weral Chriftian focieties they reprefent.’’ 


When we confider the ideas which they always con- 
with the-.expreflions and doétrines above, there 
doth not appear the Jeaft giving up of their fyftem of 
abfolute predeftination, and reprobation. 

N. You have given proof fufficient; I want no 


_more: but is not predeftination a eyinee word ? 


B. . Certainly it fs. 

N. How do the General Baptifts underftand it? 

B. They underftand it, as it properly ee 

foreappoint ; to determine beforehand. 

WN. Doth not this come-to the fame thing ?. 
2. In fome points it miay, but not in others. Pre- 
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deftination isin fome things abfolate; in fome condi- 
tivaal at leaft the General Baptifts anderftand it fo*. 
N, ae to illuftrate your meaning. 
4. Abfolute. ‘The creation of the world—the 
Socata of man—the fending of Chrift—the offering 
him up for fin.. Thefe were done of his owmr will or 
pleafure, without my or with 
his creatures. 
g, Conditional. “The fall of Adani—the falvation of 
man by 4 Redeemer—the perfeverance of the faints— 


the deften@tion of the wicked. In thefe cafes conditi- - 
ons are expreffed as plainly as the things themfelves : 


and they think God really means as he fpeaks. - 
I think: fo too. make it 
plainer to fome. 

t.cThe fall of Adam, ii. 165.175 
fii. ‘throughout.’ Here you have the probibition—the 
threatening— the temptation— the tranf{greffion—and 
the confequence. Had Adam not touched the tree of 
knowledge, he had not fallen. ‘He ftood.on the ground 
of his obedience. Tranfpreffing the law of his God, 

expofed him the fentence—Death ! 

2. Salvation by Chrift. See Mark xvi. 15,16. John 


fil. 14 to 20, and 36. Where you have the cleareft évi-. 


dence, that ‘* Ke that believeth, ‘and is baptized, fhall 
bé faved; burt he that believeth not thal] be damned.” 
And the reafon of a fifiner’s condémiation is {not the 
decree God) but) UNBELIEF. 


Por 


° The author cen better give their opinion on predeftination ne- 
gatively than affirmatively. He has often beard them {peak againt 
it, but feldom what they think of it.. This induced him to apply, 
at one of their Conferences, for their Own explication, left he fhould 
give an erroneous account. He waited two or three months, in ex- 
peCtation of an anfwer, but none arrived. If the reader hhould think 
the narrative in this refpet defettive, he will know how to excufe 
che author, 
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For further information on this fubject, fee Mr. D. 
Taylor’s 13 Letters on Mr. Fuller; and Kingsford’s 
Sppew! to the Scriptures in general. 

N. Doth it not appear that fome men have been 
elegted, or chofen out of the mafs of mankind, of pe- 
culiar grace? 

Undoubtedly Nothing is more obvious. 

NN. If fome are chofen, are not the reft rejected ? 

|B. It may be fo; but this doth not prove that it is 
fo. George III. chofe W. Pitt to be Prime Minifter ; 
did he rejeé&t, or reprobate, all the reft of his fubjects 
by this ele&ion ?—Thus God elected Abraham ; made 
him his friend ; and, becaufe he in a particular inftance 
‘* obeyed his voice,’’ promifed, that in his feed all the 
— mations of the earth fhould be bleffed. Will any fay 
that this ele&tion of Abraham, was to the reprobation 
of the reft of the world; when God declares, that in 
his ‘* feed thall all the nations of the earth be bleffed ?” 
Could he have fhown his favour to the world more il- 
luftrioufly, confidering it’s wickednefs and rebellion, 
than by this glorious initance of his fovereign goodnefs ? 

The like reafoning will apply to almoit all the in- 
ftances of God’s electing particular perfons, tribes, or 
nations. There was not only an efpecial good to fome, 
but a general, and, in fome cafes, an univerfal good to 
all intended, if not communicated thereby. Of what 
unknown advantage was it to mankind at large, that 
Jefus chofe his holy Apoftles ; qualified and fent them 
ito ‘* all the world, to preach the Gofpel to every crea- 
ture?’ To argue, therefore, that becaufe God has 
elected fome, others mutt be rejected, or reprobated, is 
very inconclufive, if not falfe. 

AV. Do not they think there is fuch a thing as re- 
probation ? 

‘&. Undoubtedly they do: but-not from God’s de- 
cree, or foreordination; but from the obftinacy of 
the 
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the creature. And perhaps this is never mentioned in 
Scripture, but the creature’s fault is mentioned alfo, 
as the reafon; efpecially where it can fairly be under- 
ftood to mean final rejection.—-The mind recoils at the 
thought, and is utterly unable to juftify any being, in 
- punifhing a rational creature in hell to all eternity, for 
that which he never had it in his power to avoid. 

N. Doth not the Scripture fay, that he * worketh 
all things after the counfel of his own will ?’’ 


B. Yes; but can we fuppofe that the devils and 


wicked men do fo too, when even the faints confefs, 
that in many things they all offend? At this rate, de. 
vils and wicked men ferve him beft, and pleafe him 
molt; even perfe&ly. 

This cannot mean, that itis his will, that his crea- 
tures fhould rebel againft him, provoke him, make him 
angry, grieve him. If he work all things after the 
counfel of his own will, his creatures do not. God’s 


working, and their working, are very different. His 


will is their holinefS and happinefsS; not their’ fin and 
mifery.' How often is it faid, I would, but ye would 
not? 

We fhould be careful how we receive particular ex- 
preflions for general principles. This under confidera- 
tion feems to allude to his gracious purpofe of calling 
to himfelf a people out of the Gentiles ; and that the 
Ephefians had the peculiar felicity to be of that number, 
and among the firft of that number; as.an earneft of a 
glorious harveft, from a poor uncultivated field, where 
nothing but briars and thorns might have been expeét- 


ed: that, inftead of being reprobated to hell, as they - 


deferved ; they were predeftinated to the adoption of 
children, by Jefus Chrift, according to the good plea- 
fure of his will. This was free grace indeed, which 
the Apoftle wifhed them to glory in. It was not of 
their will; for ‘* they were far off; dead in trefpafies 
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24 Their Thoughts on Predefination. 
and fins.’ It was not of the will of the Jews; for they 
were offended beyond meafure, that the Gentiles had 
the Gofpel preached to them. Nor of the Apofties 
will; for they thought of no fuch thing: fo that it was 
truly the Lord’s doing, and marvellous in their eyes. — 
_ Bur, will this authorize us to ftretch the will of God 
to every thing in the world; and make him account+ 
able for every foolith, wicked aétion of devils and men? 
for evcry wild thought of every wild enthufiaft? for 
every idle dream of every madman, whether afleep or 
awake? Surely not. The wifdom and righteoufnefs 
belong to the Lord ; oats foolifhnefs and fin, to devils 
and men. 
oN. Thefe things appear of confiderable weight I 
confefs; but God is incomprehenfible : his ways are 
paft finding out. Do not the Scriptures fay, ‘* Who 
hath refified his will ?”’ implying that the thing i is | im- 
poffible. 
B, That feems to be fpoken, as ‘* The fool 
faid i in his heart there is no God:” not as a truth, but 
as a cenfure caft on God, by an oppofer. As fuch, the 
Apofile reproves it, Rom, ix. {9,20. The Scriptures 
fay, ‘‘ Ye do always refift the Holy Ghoft; as your 
fathers did, fo do ye,” A&s vii. 51. If refifting the 
Holy Ghoft be not refifting the will of God, moft em- 
phatically fo, I do not know what is.. Again, Gen, 
vi. 3. God declares, “* My Spirit fhall not always 
ftrive with man”? which proves that man did refift 
him ; and that was the reafon of his awful declaration. 
N.. May not God have a fecret will oppofite to his 
revealed? A determined purpofe contrary to his decla- 
ration, as in the cafe of Abraham offering up Ifaac ? 
B. He certainly may, as in the cafe of Abraham of.- 
fering up Ifaac; but that cafe by no means proves what 
you infinuate. The idea is abfurd and blafphemous ! 
an infult and an injury to the character of God! It is 
im- 
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Their Thoughts on Predeffination. 
impoffible for him to declare one thing, and to mean 
the contrary, while he is a God who. cannot lie, 

He may command a thing to be done, which he intends 
to prevent ; in order to try the obedience of his crea- 
tures. Thus he adted with Abraham. But, to com- 
mand a thing to be done, and to declare it frail be 
done, is very different.—-Yet remember, that his com- 
mand is our rule to aét by, as it was to Abraham; and 
at his command we muft ftop. . We cannot purpofely 
deviate from this, without refifting his will. 

N. Has not the potter power over the clay, to make 
it into what veffel he pleafe?——Has not God the fame 
power over-his creatures ? 

B. The clay in the potter’s hand will not seaye 
comply to what he firft intended ; for then he would 
not mar it, nor make it into veflel. This 
plainly fhews, that it was God’s firft intention to have 
made the houfe of Ifrael a vetlel to honour ; but, alas! 
it marred in making: he therefore concludes to make 
it a veflel to difhonour. ‘Thofe who will not be veffels 


of mercy, muit be veffels of wrath.—Note, the fault 


was in the clay—the houle of Ifrael, not in God! He 
works on men as rational creatures ; not by an irrefifti- 
ble, but by gracious means; by arguments and motives, 
Jer. xviii. i—12. (which be fure toread.) If thefe will 

not do, he gives them up to a reprobate mind, Rom. i. 


28. even the feed of Abraham his friend ; ‘‘ for there, 


is no refpect of perfons with God,’”’ Rom. ii. 11. 

N. Is it not faid of Pharaoh, that God hardened his 
heart—raifed him up to make his power known ?— 
‘© That he hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth ?. That it is not of him 
that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God??? 
&¢c. all which feems to fhew that God’s will is the 
fovereign caufe of all. 

you it would have been rea- 

D dily 
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be 


dily granted.Had he riot willed a world, a world had 
not been; Had he not willed man, man had not been, 
But, if he willed him to be; did he will him to be a fin- | 
ner? Why thendid he not make him one? He made him, 
and confequently willed him to be upright, holy, happy, 


a freeagent ; with a will of hisown, to choofe good or - 
evil; with apower toobey, or todifobey his Maker's will. 


For this reafon ‘he was accountable to God for his 
condu& ;. without this a future judgment is quite a pa- 
radox.—Is there any thing in this to prove that God 
made Pharaoh a reprobate, or willed him to be a veifel 
of wrath’? It is plain he hardened himfelf before God 
hardened him, and wrought great proyocation, even 
to the opprefling Ifracl, and to the defying his Maker, 
Exod. i. v. 2. Being fach a defperado in wick- 
ednels, he was a firobje& for the Almighty to exhibit 
on high, and to bring down to the duft, as an example 
to all generations ; that others might fee, and fear, and 
do no more wickedly. But if God decreed him to:be 
fuch from all eternity, and conftituted him fach in 
time, where is the jaftice, not to fay goodnefs, of God, 
in fending hell?.Suppofe a mechanic could 
make a flea, and he make it with a difpofition to bite » 
it hops from his hand, and lights on his bofom, and 
theré it begins to work for it’s life. Vexed with the 
frnart; he catches the rebel, and preffes it to.death. 
This he might do without.cenfure or blame. If he 
gave it alife, he mighttakeitaway. But fuppofe he had 

to commit it to the flames, and to prolong it’s 
exiftenceathoufand years ; and this he do for rhe heinous 
offence : could the mechanic be jaftified in this? efpeci- 
dity when ‘he made it with a difpofition to bite; gave 
it an opportenity and temptation to bite ; yea, made it 
With an tmtent to bite: and at the fame time deter- 


mined to punith it with a thoufand years torture;) for. 
doing that which he determined itto doh: 
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_ done otherwife ?. Then where fhall we find fin? Omthis 


Their Thoughts on Predeflinatiom. 23 
_ With refpe& to the Almighty, I am but a-fiea,; and 
infinitely lefs. Yet he made me what I am-—appoint- 
ed my fituation—knew I fheuld fin, as fare as I thould 
breathe—and hereby incur'the penalty, death. This 
_was preordainéd—this was inevitable—God decreed it 
from all eternity. Can this fin, which he in this fenfe 
determined, expofe me to the fire of hell for ever ‘and 
ever? without’ remedy—without’ relief—** To the 
praife of his glorious Did’ever tyrant, with 
reverence‘and awe Fafk; did ever tyrant on earth, ex~ 
hibit fach glorious juttice as this * “This isa being; that 
every human creature is bound in duty to love, with all 
his heart and foul! If God ** has decreed whatfoever 
comes to pals,” he hath decreed this: whether to me, 
or to another, it makes but little difference 
ts the fame. 
Suppofe more? God raifed Pharaoh 
hardened his heart on purpofe to anfwer that end which 
he fo exaéthy anfwered : did he not herein fulfil God’s 
réal will? If fo, wherein @id he’fin? Surely his fm 
would have been in afting contrary, in oppofing the 
will of God. For one moment refle&t Mofes, he ful: 
_ filled the purpofe of God in onéway: Pharaoh, he ful= 
filled: the purpofe of God in another way: Judas, he 
fulfilled the purpofe of Godin another way : but alf 
_ exadtly as he, from all eternity, had planned and de- 
termined.: What could they, what fhould they have 


plan, there is no fin in the world: Whatever is,‘ is 
Tt cannot be-fm to do the will of God, and to 
doit exadily'as he would’ have it done. It feems to 
_ follow, that the greateft firiners, are equal tothe great- 
eft faints: A Pharaoh and a Judas, men after God's 

own heart, as well as a David or a Daniel: »He. fas 
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28 Their Thoughts on Predeftination. 


they all perform. If this be not granted, it appears to 
me the point muft be given up. 

“The diftin@ion between his revealed, and his fecret 
will, involves confequences not lefsexceptionable. For 
inftance : by his revealed will, he ‘‘ commands all men, 
every where, to repent.’’? He fecretly wills that the 
greateft part fhould not repent. What muit follow ?— 
That reprobates muft tranfgrefs one of his wills. If 


_ they do not repent, \they tranfgrefs his revealed will : 


if they do repent, they tranfgrefs his fecret will. Thus, 
if a reprobate believes that Chrift died for his fins, he 
believes a lic: if he do not believe, he is condemned al- 
ready, for his unbelief. How curious is Orthodox di- 
vinity ! ! Though Iam no divine, i am quite aftonifhed 
at it, 

Let us turn to the Bible, and fee who God hardens, 
and why he hardens them. 2 Thef. ii. 10, 11, 12. 
‘* Becaufe they received not the love of the trath, that 
they might be faved; and for this caufe God fhall fend 
them ftrong delufion, that they fhould believe-a lic: 
that they all might be damned who believed not the 
truth, but had pleafure in unrighteoufnefs.’? Rom. i. 
28. ** As they did not like to retain God in their know- 
ledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind.’”’ Prov. 
i.20, tothe end, &c. I believe there is not one paflage 
in all the Bible, which lays the caufe of a finner’s final 
rejection to God’s decree. Then how can I father a 
thing fo terrible upon him ? efpecially, when he fo of- 
ten declares, that it is for fomething fo very different ? 

Who will he have merey on ?—The wicked, who for- 
fake their way, and turn to the Lord! fuch as thefe 
fhall find mercy, Ifa. lv. 6, 7. 

** It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that run- 
neth, but of God who fheweth mercy.’’? How fimilar 
with, By grace are ye faved through faith, and that 
not of yourlelves, it is the gift of God; not of works, 
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left any man fhould boaft.” Yet, if it be not of him, 
that willeth, &c. is it not to him, and to him in partis. 
cular? ** If ye be willing and obedient, ye fhall eat the 
good of the land; but if ye refufe and rebel, ye fhall 
be devoured with the {word ; for the mouth of the Lord 
hath fpoken it,” Ifai. 19, 20. ** So run that ye may 
obtain,’? Cor. ix. 24.  Whofoever will, let him take 
of the water of life freely,” Rev. xxii. 17. Almoft all 
the proclamations of peace and pardon to finners, in 
the Old and New Teftaments, run in the like fttain ; 
which will be fhown more folly in the next Seion. 

N. May not a wicked man be doing the will of God, 
and finning againft him in the fame aétion ? 

B. He certainly may be doing that which God wills 
to be done; but the wicked man’s condué is not plea- 
fing tohim. ‘The thing itfelf may be right, yet the 
‘manner of doing it offenfive to the Lord. The Jews 
too often obferved their Jaw in this manner, Ifa. i. 
ro—20. Jacob obtained the bleffing of his father 
Ifaac in this wicked manner, Gen. xxvii, Yea, aman, 
by obftinacy and rebellion; may accomplifh the divine 
purpofe (yet God never purpofed his creatures to be 
obftinate and rebellious) : he can order the wrath of 
man to praife him. This was glorioufly manifefted in 

the condemnation of Jefns. “ Becaufe they knew him 
got, nor yet the voice of the Prophets, they have ful- 
filled them in condemning him,” Aéts xiii. 27. He was 
“« delivered by the determinate counfel and foreknow- 
ledge. of God.”” The Jews, by “* wicked lands, crus 
cified and flew him,’’ Actsii. 23. Chrift was as a lamb 
flain from the foundation of the world, but no perfons. 
appointed, much lefs commanded, to take away his 
life. In this appears the wickednefs of the Jews; they 
_moft barbaroufly crucified Jefus, without authority 
from Heaven. od knew what was in man, and need- 
ed not to appoint an executioner ; there were enow 
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qo Their Thoughts on Predeftination. 
ready to accomplith this bloody work. It was only 
letting loofe a-hawk to firike a partridge ; a wolf to 
worry a lamb. They had vicioufnefs enough in their 
owa ravenous difpofition todo the dreadful deed. Had 
God ordered them to do it, and had they done it, in | 
obedience to his order, it would not have been wicked, 
any more than in Abraham to offer up his fon, Had 
God, by his Spirit, led them to do it, it would not 
have been wicked, any more than in Jefus being led 
by the Spirit to be tempted of the devil.”’ 
Some people are confufed in their minds, and others — 
form an erroneous opinion on this fubjeét : they think, 
that whatever men do, by which the will of God is ac- 
complithed, they areled by Godtodoit. That though 
the method was bad; yet, as it brought about good, 
therefore it was the Lord’s doing ; and we have no right 
to find fault. Thus Jacob’s obtaining the blefling by 
fraud ; it was to be fo. Judas betraying his Mafter ; it was 
tobefo. TheJewscrucifying Jefus; it was tobe fo, And 
as it. was to be fo, they lay the whole, with all it’s cir- 
cumftances, to the decree of the Almighty, imputing to 
God, the worft work of the devil; for this is his par- 
ticular bufinefs. It is he that works in the children of | 
difobedience ; the wicked are led captive by him at 
his will. He beguiled Eve by his fubtilty, 2 Cor. xi. 
.3~ The devil (not God). put it iato the heart of Judas 
to, betray Jefus, John xiii, 2, In like manner we may 
judge of the reft.--But if the devil employ his fervants 
unwittingly to do God’s work; no thanks to him, or 
to them, for that : they do it not to pleafe him, but to 
gratify their own vile propenfity; and are quite as 
criminal as if God intended juft the contrary. To il- 
luftrate this; fuppofe I defign a poor man a loaf of 
bread: I lay it ready for a fit opportunity. He knows 
nothing of my intention, but he takes it without my 
Jeave.. The theft, on his part, is the fame as though I 
never intended it for him : yet, in fact, he has done what 
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- fible to keep the mind free from that horrible and blaf- 
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—Jintended, But he thould firft have obtained my per- 
miffion ; as he hasnot, he is liable to the law.. 


Without this mode of reafoning, it is to me. impof. 


phemous doétrine, that God is the aathor of fin. If he 
do indeed influence men and devils to their wicked adcti- 


ons, he certainly is the proper agent: and if there be fia 


in thofe aétions, he mult be the author of it. I amfure 
we fhould conclude thus, in common cates. Were I, as 


a father, to take an infant fon by the hand to walk a- 


broad, and charge it not to daub it’s thoes, on the pe- 


malty of a fevere flogging—it trips along wherever I 


pleafe, till at laft I lead it into the mire: the confe- 


quence is, it has daubed it’s fhues; could I, as a, fa- 
ther, flog it for this? Should not I rather deferve flog: 


ging myfelf? 


N, Lam fare I think fo, if you were as great as the 
Grand Seignior !—-But is not predeftination a comfort- 
able doétrine to the ele&, who have the evidence of be- 


_ ing the children of God ? 


B. In fome points of view it is; yet not in others, 


Had my father twenty fons, and twenty thoufand pounds 


a year: were he to ele& me, give me the belt educa- 
tion, make me heir to his whole éftate, and confirm it 


to me for ever ; it would bea finething. But when [ 


faw my poor brethren ignorant, deftitute, helplefs, and 
doomed to wander about as vagabonds in eternal exile, 
I muft feel pain at the thought, that my own flefh and 


_ blood were, by my father, and by theis father, for ever 
rendered, miferable. 1 muft think jt great partiality :. 


and had I the heart of a chriftian, I muft mourn force 
for them, But how fhould 1 think of my father’s.con- 
du&; were I one of the nineteen reprobates? Could I 
love him ? could I acquiefce in the difpofal of his eftate ? 
could you? could the world? could it be defended oa 
principles of reafon—religion—juftice ? Were you the 


favourite fon, you might cry aut, QO! the diftinguithing 


grace! 
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grace! O! the aftonifhing love! O! the unparalleled 
kindnefs of my moft bountiful father ! who has eleéed 
me; adopted me; predeftinated me,, to be his only heir ! 
when all my brethren are left without a penny to help 
themfelves, or a friend to help them for ever! It is 
rich—free—fovereign grace, and not merit in me, 
which makes the difference ! 

liow would mankind execrate your father for fuch 
condu&, and you for rejoicing in fach an event? Yet, 
dreadfal as this appears, it is but a fhadow, compared 
with the fubitance. My father has not a world of eter- 
nal glory, to beftow on his favourite fon ; nor a world 
of eternal mifery, to doom the other to endure: but 
God has both; and, according to fome, a heart to do 
both. The one he calls by his grace, converts by his 
grace, faves by his grace, trains and preferves by his 
grace, till at laft, by his fpecial grace, he crowns him 
with confummate and eternal glory ; the reft of his own. 
offspring he leaves in a ftate of fin and death, without 
poflibility of help, till he planmges them down into the 
horrible and inextinguifhable flames of hell ! 

Who, being a father, coukd thus treat his own children? 
perhaps the moniter is not to be found! Yet this is a 
confequence, which abfolute predeftination entails on. 
the ‘* God over all, blefied for ever more :’’ whofe 
** tender mercies are over all his works.’’ 

N. It is fhocking indeed, if this be true. 

B. If it be not true, let them prove it falfe, and I 
fhall rejoi in my miftake. 

N. May not the great God be rather confidered as a 
king, who has an abfolute right to difpofe of his. 
fubjects ; efpecially his rebellious fubje&s, without be- 
ing accountable to any for his conduét ? 

8, The truth of this thall not deny. When it is 
proved that he has, or that he will difpofe of them as 
abfolute predeftination fuppofes, I thall fubmit in 
humble filence. But I cannot admit that my God 
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deals thus with his fubjects, without very fubftantial 
proof indeed. | 

Let us fuppofe an abfolute monarch to have a fub- 
ject, on whom he beftows great favours, and in whom 
he places great confidence ; who, to manifeft his royal 
pleafure, makes him governor of one of his colonies, 
and defires no acknowledgment, fave one pepper corn 
ayear. On failure of this being punctually paid, im- 
mediate death fhall be the confequence. In procefs of 
time, through the intrigues of his enemies, and the fo- 
licitations of a wife ; he fails in this arnmual token of 
loyalty and dependence, What is the penalty ? death! 
All will allow he can expe& no lefs.—His fovereign 
comes, with his attendants in ftate—calls for his un- 
grateful favourite, who, dead with fear, and filled with 
confufion, is brought hefore him. Excufes and apolo- 
gies are vain. He has nothing to plead—nothing to 
hope, but vengeance without mixture of mercy to ex- 
pect.—-When lo! his offended monarch, condemns the 
tempters, and comforts the criminal. Gives him a 
diftant, but certain affurance of_ deliverance from the 
confequences of his dreadful tranfpreffion. With a 
word of caution, and a token of kindnefs, he leaves him 
to his own reflections; which inftantly turn on the 
goodnefs of his fovereign, and the bafenefs of his own 
conduct. He refolves to offend him no more—he feels 
a flame of affection, which rifes to the higheft devotion 
—words are infufficient to deftribe his tranfports. 
Fancy the cafe your own, and think how you fhould 
feel. 

But the king has further views: he determines, for 
all this thew of Iehity and kindnefs, to have full fatis- 
faction for the affront he has received. But, fays he, I 
will wave the execution, till the tranfgreffor has begot- 
tena number of children; then I will take away his life. 
When his children have multiplied their fpecies, ‘I will 
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34 Their Thoughts on Prede/tination. 

alfo take away their lives. Thuswill I pynith his fin in 
his numerous pofterity, toa hundred generations ; fave 
fome individuals, which I will elect of my fovereign 
pleafure, and make veffels of mercy, and minifters of 
fate. . If fome fliall dare to cenfure my conduét, thefe 
my favourites will defend it. Thefe will ftand up for 
the rectitude of my government—the jultice of my pro- 
ceedings, and the infinite goodnefs of my difpofition : 
and what do I care forthe difcontent—the murmurs, 
and hellifh howlings of a hundred thoufand millions of 
ciufed rebels! ! 

Could: it be fuppofed that fuch a tyrant exifted on 
earth, he would be cxecrated by all the world! Man- 
kind would with. and pray for his downfal! yea, they 
would blefs the man who had virtue enough to take a- 
way his life! Such an event, would give a jubilee to all 
the inhabitants of the globe ! 

Yet, even this, terrible as it is, does not fufficiently 
fet forth the horrors of abfolute predeftination. This 
does not take in, hellifh torments, and eternal damna- 
tion! which this doétrine dooms the greateft part of © 
the human race to endure, by an irreverfible decree, 
which no power can alter, nor uneleé perfons fhun.— 


- And this predetermined by a God of love, who declares, 


by his own exiftence, that he hath no pleafure in the 

ng of the wicked, but had rather he would turn and 
ve 

» WN. Clofe, clofe the thocking fcene! it fills my mind 

with horror.—How is it poflible, that fo many great 

good men fhould embrace a Sottrine, ‘which involves 

fuch awful confequences ? : 

B. Here you wade beyond my Reeth =; in truth, I do 
not know. Yet, {pecious as this may appear, there is - 
but little folid argument in it.. The fame will apply to 
almoft every doCtrine under the fun. Many Heathens 


have been great good men: many tian Mahometans, 
Papifts, 
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| Papifts, have been excellent men ; but it was not their 
particular tenets which made them fo ; ; itwas religion, 
_ The knowledge and fear of God, according to their 
conceptions of him. | 

Some have imputed a man’s piety and benevolence, 
more to his particular notions on controverted. points; 
than to the power of the bleffed Gofpel ; but furely this 
is a palpable miftake. The fewer the articles of a truly 
religious man’s creed; the more univerfal will be his 
candour and charity. 4 


I grant there is a pride of argument, in being able _ 
to fay, that Mr. ——, Dr. ———, Bp. ——-, was a no-. 


ble defender of this | evangelical principle. It adds a 
fhining varnifh to their fyftem, and is calculated 
make the weak and wavering efpoufe their caufe. But 
how often have great and good men been blinded, and 
fometimes poifoned; by the influence of particular te- 
nets? Does not every Chriftian regret, that the great 
John Calvin fhould be fo tenacious of his darling fenti- 
ments, as to kindle a fire to burn Servetus to afhes, be- 
caufe he ventured to controvert and expofe them? The 


very excellent Dr. Watts, who can help loving the 


man, and pitying his ftate! His Chriftianity would 
— not let him fend dying infants to hell, for that which 
they could not help: his Calvinifm would not fuffer 
him to take them to heaven ; and what muft he do 
with them? His ingenuity and goodnefs find for them 
a kind of puerile paradife in annihilation. How dread- 
fully are all the Predeftinarians cramped in this cafe ! 
They muft either conclide all dying infants eletted 
_ from eternity, which is very improbable; or that thofe 
who are not, muft fuffer the vengeance of eternal fire! 
' And for what? either for the glory of God, or for the 
fin of aman, who died thoufands of years before they 
_ were-born. This is infinitely more fhocking than an- 
nihilation. 
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This attachment to obtufe and fy{tematic divinity, 
has tended to fill the Chriftian world with envy, ma- 
lice, and perfecution: to irritate men to hate each 
other as fiends ; rather than to unite them in brotherly 
love. Perhaps all, who have been good men with thefe 
notions, would have been better men without them. 

Simple Chriftianity leads us to love God and our 
neighbour; and to attend to all thofe duties which 
this glorious religion inculcates: but, when we add 
human creeds to our faith, we naturally fall ix witha 
part, and ew with ali the reft of the men who fear 
God. ‘the General Baptifts have been tinétured with 
this: perhaps not to that degree which fome others 
have been. I think they are now more candid and 
catholic. 

There is alfo danger on the other fide. Some, as 
they lofe their prejudice againit others, lofe alfo their 
zeal tor God and his truth. This is too evidently the 
cafe with fome of the people on whom I write. They 
do not only give up party animofities, but their trie 
adherence to the inititutes of Jefus:—I hope not the 
effence of the Golpel of Chrift. I with they may abide 
ftedfaftly by their great foundation principle, to believe 
what God fays, and to do what he commands. In other 
words, to ‘* Hear the voice of Chrift, and to follow 
him.” ‘Then, whether great and good men are with 
them, or againft them, it will not much fignify; they 
need not fear. God will be with them and for them. 
He will guide them by his counfel, and at laft receive 
them to glory. 
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SECTION Iv. 
The Love of God to all Mankind. | 


Neighd. AL cle are their principal reafons for 


thinking, that the Love of God ex. 


tends to all mankind ? | 

B. 1. His attributes. The Apoftle John, defcrib- 
ing the Almighty, fays, ** God is love.” His wifdom, 
juftice, goodnefs, mercy, all derive a fpecial glory from 
this. Who can think that infinite wifdom, juftice, 
goodnefs, and mercy, would ever make a being that he 
could not love? All things were made by him; he 
made them juft as he pleafed ; and furely he muft be 
pleafed with them. 

When a project has pleafed me in contemplation, I 
have made it, in hopes of it affording me additional 
pleafure in completion ; and have always found it fo, 

except in thofe cafes in which wifdom has failed me, 
But has wifdom ever failed the great Mechanic? The 
Archite& of the whole fyitem of nature?——-NO, 


The great WHOLE, from firk to 
He {aw minutely ere his fiat 

He could not be deceiv'd at any rate ; 

And would he make a thing, he meant to hate? 


For a king to hate his fubjets, a father to hate his 
children, is cruel ; but for.God to hate the work of his 
own hands, is incredible.—** And God faw every thing 
that he had made, and behold it was very good.” 


2. The creation. What a divine beauty, and won- 
derful fitnefs do we behold in all the works of God! 
When Adam was firft formed, he was not put as a poor 
ftranger into an empty houfe, but into a Paradife of 
delights ; where every thing delicious abounded, for 
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‘the complete gratification of every fenfe, and every fa- 

culty. Not only man, but all the animate creation was 

perfectly accommodated with powers and propenfities 

for action, and objects to a&t upon. Mouths for meat, 

and.meat for mouths :. an appetite to that which was 

proper to the fupport of each, and food proper to the 

fupport of all; and within all their reach... Man, and 

Weaft,',and bird, and fifh,.and fly, and worm, fitted to 

their refpective ftates ; and their ftates fitted. to them:: 

‘to be happy in that, andinthatalone. Fith could not 

, breathe invair, nor birds in water; but each and all 

| ‘aftive, free, and happy, in their own element.—How 

ee ‘pleafingly do the works of: creation thew the divine wif- 

Sdoth; power and goodnefs ! but Love divine, is confpi- 
= cuous in all! - 

| Providence... All men, .in-all nations, partake 

of his general goodnefs ; reafon, limbs, fenfes, fpeech, 

food) light, &c., The fame to the beggar as to the king; 

to the finner as the faint; the Gentile as the Jew; © 
the Heathen as the Chriftian ; a kind providence fup- 
‘plies-them all, His fhunshine, and-his fhowers, are 
free to all. He fatisfies the defires of every living 
thing. “ALL, from the higheft monarch, to the mean- 
eft reptile, receive all their infinite variety of good from 

his munificent heart, from his moft liberal hand. 


Phere’s not-an angel, or an ant, 

Above— beneath his care ; 

he fupplies their ev'ry want ; 

| They all his bounty hare. 

 » His providence, through all the ages of time, thew 
his affectionate regard to the works of his hands. If — 
he threaten, ‘it is to alarm: if he punihh, it is to re- | 

the Spring of all he 

* Love'prefides where’er he.goes. 
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The Love of Ged t0 all Mankind.“ 39 
But when they look at the Bible, and confider the 


_teftimonies of that aftonifhing book, they are filled with 


rapture, and loft in wonder. There is love which pafies 


knowledge ! «* Love with out end, and without med- | 
fure grace!’ | 


4 His declarations. The following may ferve as a 
fpecimen. ‘* God fo loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him 
fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life. For God 
fent not his Son into the world to. condemn the world, 


but that the world through him might be faved,”’ John 
iti, 16, 17., ** God—endured with much long-fuffering 


the veffels of wrath fitted to deftruction,’’ Rom. ix,).22« 
‘« Of a truth I perceive that God is no refpetter of 


_perfons:. but in every nation, he that feareth him, and . 
worketh righteoufnefs, is accepted with him.” Acts 


X. 349.35... **, The Lord is—long-{uffering to us ward, 


‘not willing that any fhould perifh, but that all fhould 


come to repentance,’ 2 Peter iii. The Lord is 
to all, and his tender mercies are over all ‘his 
works,” Pfal. cxly. 9. Have I any pleafure at all 
that the wicked fhould die? faith the Lord God; an 
not that he fhould return . from his ways,: and live ? 
have no pleafure in the death of him that dieth, faith 


the Lord God: wherefore turn yourfelves, and live yes. 
_ Ezek, xviii. 23,.32. ‘* We have feen and do teitify, 
that the Father fent the Son to be the Saviour of the 


world,’ 1 John iv. 14. “* Let the wicked forfake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and. let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy up- 
on him; and to our God,. for he will abundantly par- 


don,”? Ifa, lv. 7. 


s. His proclamations. ‘The firtt promife of a Savi- 


our, was a proclamation to all the human race un- 


doubtedly.: ** It thdil bruife thy head,” Gen. iii. £5. 
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49 The Love of God to all Mankind. 
And when the angel brings tidings of Jefus’s birth, he 
fays, ‘* Fear not ;. for behold I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which fhall be to all people.. For unto 
you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, 
which is Chrift the Lord,” Lukeii.10, 11. *«* AndJe- 


fas fpake unto them, faying, All power is given un- 


to me in heaven and in earth. ~ Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in thé name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft : reaching 


_ . them to obferve all things whatfoever I have command- 


~- ¢d you: and lo, I am with yoti alway, even unto the 
end of the world. Amen,” Matt. xxviii, 18, 19, 20. 
“* And he faid'unto them, Go ye into all the world, 


, afd preach the gofpel to every creature. He that be- 


Tieveth and is baptized, thall be faved ; but he that be- 
lieveth not thal] be damned,’ Mark xvi. 15,16. ** That 
repentance and remiffion of fins ‘fhould be preached 
in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerufa- 
lem,”* Luke xxiv. 47. And ye fhall be witneffes un- 
to me, both in Jerufalem, and in all Judea, and in Sa- | 
maria, and unto the uttermoft part of the earth,” Acts 
i. 8.‘ And I faw another angel fly in the midft of 
heaven, having the everlafting Gofpel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
Kindred, and tongue, and people,” Rev. xiv. 6. 
_ 6. His precious promifes, and preffing invitations. 
Some, of thefe are to particular perfons, but many of 
them are general ; as the fhowers of heaven, as the light 
of day; efpecially thofe which relate to Chrift and his fal- — 
vation, ** In thyfeed fhall all the nations of the earth 
be bleffed, becaufe thou haft obeyed my voice.” See 
Gen, xii. 3. .xviii. 18. xxii. 18. xxvi. 4. xxviii. 14.. 
_ AGs itl. 25. ** Look unto me and be ye faved, all the 
ends of the earth.” Ifa. xlv. 22. xlix.6. xiii. 46, 
47- ‘* Ho, every one that thirfteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, — : 
an 
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and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money, 
and without price. Whierefore do ye fpend money for 
that which is not bread? and your labour for that 
which fatisfieth not ? hearken diligently unto me, and 
eat ye that which is good, and let your foul delight it- 
felf in fatnefs. Incline your ear, and come unto me; 
hear,-and your foul fhall live; and I will make an ever- 
lafting covenant with you, eyen the fure mercies of 
David,’’ Ifa. lv. 1, 2,3. ‘Come unto me, all ye 
that labour, and are heavy laden, and I} will give you 
reft,”” Matt. xi. 28. ‘* I will give unto him that is. 
athirft of the fountain of the water of life freely,’’ 
Rev. xxi. 6. ‘* The Spirit and the Bride fay, Come. 
And let him that heareth, fay, Come. And let him 


that is athirft come. | And whofoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely,” Rev. xxii. 1 17s — it 


not be faid of the Almighty— 
He ftands with open arms, 


Inviting finners home ; 
His voice contains a thoufand charms, 
Aind ev'ry charm fays come ? 


7. The parable of the marriage of the king’s fon, 
Matt. xxii. 1-14. Here obferve, thofe who were pre- 
vioufly invited, would not come ; thofe who were not 
previoufly invited, did come ; that there was room for 


all, both good and bad; that none were objected to,, 


but the man who had not on a wedding garment, 


Whatever the wedding garment. were, it. is plain the 
- man knew, for he had nothing to fay for himfelf that 


he had not one on: he could neither plead ignorance 
nor inability. 

The great fupper, Luke xiv. 15-24. is much like 
it. Here all are invited, and almoft prefled ; and not 


but thofe who would not come. And 
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wherefore thefe? Becaufe they would not come! For 
this he protefted as it were they fhould not tafte of his 
fupper. Not one word of a previous decree againft 
them. 

The prodigal fon, Luke xv. 11—32. is a glorious 
difplay of the love of God, in it’s unlimited extent. 

Here God is fet forth as the great parent of all. His 
family confifting of two fons, and many fervants. ‘The 
youngeft fon turns wild, demands his fortune, and 
takes his journey into a far country ; there he fpends all, 
and is reduced to the moft wretched ftate of mifery and 
want. _ (See*what finners gain by leaving God.) This 
brought him to himfelf: ** How many hired fervants 
of my father’s have bread enough and to fpare, and I 
perith with hunger! I will arife, and go to my father, 


and will fay unto him; Father, I have finned againft 


heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy fon: make me as one of thy hired fervants. 
And he arofe, and came to his father. But when he was 
yet a great way off, his father faw him, and had com- 
paflion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kifled him !”’ 


What rapture when the Father greets 
A foul in fuch a cafe ; 

Oh! who can eftimate the fweets 
Of that divine embrace }— 


His filthy rags are taken off, 
And he is cloth’d anew ; 

The robe, the ring, the fatted calf, 
His hearty welcome thew, 


The palace doors are open'd wide, 
That he may enter in ! 

The Father quite forgets to chide, 

Or afk him where he's been. 
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Thus, finner, thus he waits for thee, 
With infinite concern,— 

QO! let thy gracious Father fee 
His prodigal return, 


I hope to. be pardoned this excurfion. Who can 
walk in fuch a delightful garden, and not ftop to pluck 
one flower? 

This charming parable thews moft beautifully the 
loving kindnefs of the great Parent of all—the finner’s 
ftate, as poor and wretched in the extreme—the necef- 
fity for him to rife, and to return to the Lord—the rea- 
dinefs of God to receive him with a tender father’s af- 
fection—that there is no difference between Jew and 
Gentile; they are all one tohim: he has a heart anda 
houfe for both, for all; for all the world, and for eve- 
ry creature !—Then, 


Chief of finners, you may come, 
In his loving heart there's room ; 
Still he calls, and calls to you ; 
Come and find the promife true. 


8, His defign in fending Jefus into the world :—** To 
. deftroy the werks of the devil,” 1 John iii. 8. ** To 
take away the fin of the world,” John 1.29. Tobe 
the fecond Adam, to reftore what was ruined by the 
firft, ‘* Therefore, as by the offence of one’ judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation, even fo by 
the righteoufnefs of one, the free gift came upon all 
men unto juitification of life. For as. by one man’s 
difobedience many were made-finners; fo by the o- 
bedience of one fhall many be made righteous. More- 
over, the law entered, that the offence might abound. 
But where fin abounded, grace did much more abound : 
That as fin hath reigned unto death, even fo might 


grace reign through righteoufuefs unto eternal life, by 
Jefus 
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Jefus Chrift our Lord,” Rom, vy. 18-21. ‘‘ For fince 
by man came death, by man came alfo the refarrection 
of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even fo in Chrift 
fhall alt be made alive.—So it is written, the firft man 
Adam was made a.-living foul, the laft Adam was made 
a quickening Spirit,” « Cor. xv, 21—45. 

By theie paflages they gather, that the love of God 
was as uttiverfal in Chrift, as the calamity brought in 
by the fin of Adam, If fin be univerfal through Adam, 
grace is univerfal through Chrift. That God intended 
the blefling to be as extenfive as the curfe; the good 
as the evil; the life as the death; the righteoufneis 
as.the fin; thegrace as the offence ; the juftification as 
the condemnation ; the reign of. grace, as the reign of 
fin, That, if there be a difference, it is in favour of 
grace, which has much more abounded than the offence. 
The grace of God, which bringeth falvation to all men, 
hath appeared moft glorioufly in the gofpel difpenfati- 
on. Now we fee the end of all the ancient facrifices 
and fervices from the birth of time ; they had a refer- 
ence to Jefus, who verily was foreordained, before the 
foundation of the world, for the redemption of man ; 
though for wife reafons kept fecret from the very fa- 
yourites of heaven, till the work was actually accom- 


__ plifhed: then the Sun of Righteoufnefs arofe with 


healing-in his wings, to light, to warm, to comfort a 


poor benighted frozen world, 


Ye wretched fouls, who long havt dwelt, 
Beneath the frigid zone ; 
“This Sun of Righteoufnefs can melt 
A heart of very ftone. 


g. His giving to all men means of grace, or fuch im 
firu€tions and affiftances which are paenctenit for their | 
and future happinefs. 
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Thefe means have been different, as the different - 
difpenfations which have been given to the human race, 


Before the law, before the flood, the Spirit of God 
{trove with mea; and, undoubtedly, had they yielded 
unto it, it would have led them t6 God, as it did Abel, 
Enoch, Noah; and, it is hoped, many more, who are 
not recorded in the Bible. When God of his fpecial 
grace chofe Abraham, and afterwards gave Ifrael the 
law, thefe had fuperior means of happinefs to the reft 
of mankind: the Lord as it. were took them by the 
hand; ‘* bare themon eagles wings, and brought them 
to himfelf,”? (Exdd. xix. 4.) ina wonderful and pe- 
culiar manner. Yet this did not lay an infuperable 
bar in thé*way to the happinefs of the reft. |No;’ God 
did not, by ele&ting Abraham, reprobate Melchifedec ; 
by electing Mofes, reprobate Jethro; by electing Phi- 
nehas, reprobate Job; nor by electing Ifrael, repro- 
bate the Gentiles. Nor did he, by his choice of thefe, 
make it the duty of the reft to be of their religion, or 
be damned. Melchifedec, Jethro, and Job, whcre all 
priefts of God ; and undoubtedly had'each a people to 
officiate for, whomy God accepted; though it doth not 
appear that they had any thing to do with the law of 
Moles, or with the outward covenant made with A- 
braham. 

We now are under the gofpel difpenfation : isi acs 
cording to our obedience to it, or rejéction of it, we 
fhall be faved or loft. It is a new and living way, 
which infinite goodnefs has opened to us, to’ which we 
are bound to give the moft earneft heed, But can we 
fuppofe, that this is the way to thofe nations, who are 
entirely ignorant of it? by no means! It caw be a rule 
no further than the knowled dge of it extends. Corne- 
lius, and his friends, even Gentiles, were men high in 
the favour of God, before they knew any thing of Je- 
fus, is the true light, which lighteth 
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46, |The Love of Goi to all Mankind. 
every man that cometh into the world,’’ John i, 8, 
And if he doth not light all men, by 4 law written on 
tables of ftone, or by a glorious Gofpel printed ina 
book, he doth it by the law of God written in the heart, 
Confcience is the King of heaven’s vicegerent in the 
foul of man ; and where there is nothing elfe, there is 
that, Rom. ii. And let that be regarded by all: not 
to the rejection of revelation, but to the proper appli- 
cation and improvement of it. . | 


From thofe to whom more light is given, 
More gratitude is due to heaven. : 


10. The temper which is woven with the conftitu- 
tién of man, and which religion commands and incul- 
cates; that is, a tempec of general goodnefs: ‘* to 
pray for all men,” 1 Tim.ii. 1.‘ to, love our 
mies,’’ Matt, v»44. And notwithftanding human na- . 
ture is now fo much debafed and corrupted, there areféw * 
pcrfons to be found among the moft abandoned, who 
foberly and deliberately with for one of their fellow, 
creatures to perifh everlaftingly. If there be any fuch, 
they are looked on as objects of general abhorrence — 
and deteftation.. But a Chriftian! how does he long 
for the falvation of ali! What would he go through to 
accomplifh it? He can almoit with himfelf accurfed 
from Chrift, for the fake of his fellow-men ! 
. Who put this temper, and cultivates it in the hu- 
man heart, but the bleffed God? And will he put and 
| encourage that in the hearts of his creatures, which he 
a _ has not in his own? Will he teach us to love, and to 


- 


pray for thofe very men that he hates? Willa king or- 
der his fubjeés to petition him for the life of a rebel, 
whom he is determined to hang? NO! ‘ There is a 
fin.unto death ; I do not fay that ye thall pray for it,” 
_ 16. When Iftael provoked God to {wear in 
his wrath they fhould not enter into his reft, Num. xiv. 
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Wofes muft not fpeak to him any more on that matter, 
Deut, iii. 23-28, . But till we know, by divine autho- 
rity (which is rarely, if ever the cafe), that a man has 
thus finned himfelf out of all the bounds of divine mer- 
cy, it isour duty ** to pray forall men ;:’’ and for this 
great reafon; our ‘* Saviour God wills that all men 
fhould be faved.’ And that this might be the cafe, 


«* Chrift. gave himfelf a ranfom for all,” 1 Ti im. ii. 


t—6. See Dod, Verfion. 

For thefe, and fuch like reafons, the General Baptifts 
conclude, that the great God has a real love to the 
whole human race ; and more efpecially to their fouls. 
He has given a fun to light all—a providence to fupply 
_all—a Jefus to die for all—a confcience to convict all— 
and furely he is willing to fave all! if any perifh, the 
fault is all their own : they can never juitly 


«¢ Blame the bowels of the Deity.— 

Heaven wills our happmefs, allows our nh 
Invites us ardently, but not compels. 

Heaven but perfuades.”— 


| N. But doth not this univerfal love rather apply to 
temporals than eternals ? to the bodies of men, rather 
than to their fouls ? 

BR. it is very unlikely that God fhould ‘love the ter- 
reftrial better than the celeftial. The contrary in fome 
cafes is evident. Mofes was thut out of the land of 
promife, but not out of glory; the Gentiles out of the 
inner temple, but tot out of the divine compaffion ; 
infants out of Gofpel enjoyments, for want of capacity 
and knowledge; but, * of fuch is the kingdom of 
heaven.”? ‘* They fhall come from the eaft, and from 
the weft, and from the north, and from the fouth, atid 
fhall fit down in the kingdom of God,”’ Luke xiii. 29. 
Probably many fuch who never had the privilege of 
Gofpel ordinances in their lives. The fuperior — 
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of the foul, in God’s account, may be feen by the words 
of Jefus Chrift, Mark viil. 36, 37. ** What thall it pro- 
fit a man, if he fhall gain the whole world, and lofe his 
own foul? or what fhall a man give in exchange for his 
foul?” And by the price which was paid for it’s re- 
demption (1 Pet.i.): ** The precious blood of Chrift.” 
By this judge, whether God has the greateft love to the 
bodies or to the fouls of men. | 

N. Are not the words World, All, &c. fometimes 
to be taken for a part only? and ought they not to be 
applied to the ele&? Joho iii, 16. 1 Tim. ti. 6, &c. 

B. That thefe words fometimes mean only a part, 
is not denied; but they think never the elec part. 
God’s people are fo far from being the world, that it is 
even fajid they are not of the world. They fhew the 
abfurdity of this in the following manner: God fo 
loved the (elect) world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whofoever (of the ele& world) believeth on 
him, fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life. For 
‘God fent not his Son into the (ele&) world, to con- 
demn the (eleé&) world, but that the (ele&) world 
through him might be faved. He (of the ele& world) 
that believeth on him, is not condemned, but he (of 
the ele&t world) that believeth not, is condemned al- - 
ready, becaufe he hath not believed on the name of the 
only begotten Son of God. 

With refpe& to the word all, they look on it, that it 
ought to be taken as univerfal, except the connection 
conftrains it to be limited : of this there appears no ne- 
, ceflity, when applied to the extent of the death of Chrift; 
; except it be, the wretched neceffity to fupport a fyftem. 
: Not only the word e//, but every word in the Bible ought 
to be taken in it’s general and obvious fenfe, except the 
connection forbid, or we are liable to take away the 
force and efficacy of Scripture. 

N. If the light of nature and confcience be fufficient 
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to thofe who have no Bible, what need is there of ré- 
velation ? 

B. A rule of faith, of life, of worfhip, which we can 
depend on, like the Bible, is of infinite fervice to the 
mind of man, to the glory of God, and the good of fo- 
ciety. Like the law of the land when made public to 
all ; every fubje& has the ftatute to act by: they are no 
lopger in a ftate of fufpenfe, but their duty is cleat: 
the vicious are punifhed, the virtuous protected, and 
the meritorious rewarded. How much more happy is 
a nation with fuch civil order, than one without it, 
both individually and collectively! Apply this to reli- 
gion, and think how much happier thofe are who have 
a Bible, than thofe who have not.—But the nations 
who have no Bible, cannot be ruled by it: then how 
can they be judged by it? It is monftrous to try idiots 
and infants by the laws of men; and equally fo to try 
men by laws of which they can have no knowledge. 
It is evident then that the light of confcience muft be 
their rule, who have no better guide. “* Sin is notim- 
puted when there is no law :’’—** For where there is 
no law, there is no tranfgreflion,’’ Rom. iv. 15. v. 13. 
The times of ignorance God winketh at. God is not 
a hard mafter, reaping where he hath not fown. 
Where he has given but one talent, he does not look 
for the improvement of five; nor does he allow them 
to bury that one, Matt. xxv. 14—31. 

N. Do you think that thofe who owe no Saviour, 
can be faved without one ? 

B. Certainly not, Whoever are faved, are faved 
through Chrift; whoever are forgiven, it is for Chrift’s 
fake. But if he died for the Heathen, may he not 
plead for the Heathen, though they know nothing of 
the one or the other ? How were the Jews faved, be- 
fore Chrift came? Certainly through the atonement 
and mediation of Jefus Chrift. Yet faith in him was 
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never made a condition of their acceptance, till he made 
his appearance among them. ‘Then it was, and not 
till then—‘* He that believeth and is baptized, thall be 
faved.” But before, it was—** Let the wicked forfake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and 
let him return to the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don.”’? As Jefus was an unknown mediator for the 
Jews, why. not for the poor Gentiles? If ‘children and 
idiots are faved, furely it is in this way.—But do not 
let us, who have a Bible and a Gofpel, think of being 
faved in this way; no; where the Gofpel is extant, let 
us remember the Saviour himfelf déclares—<«« He that 
believeth not, fhall be damned—.Where much is giv- 
en, much is required.’’—Whatever light any man has, 
it is by the improvement of that light, that he-can rea- 
fonably expect to be happy. If he negle& this, his 
light will increafe his condemnation, John iii. 19. 
_ NN: Was not Chrift defigned to be the reftorer of a 
art, rather than of the whole human race? 
~ B, Vf Chrift were not defigned to be the Reftorer, or 
Saviour of all men, the original promife feems a tre- 
mendous curfe, rather than a bleffing, to far the great- 
eft part of mankind. It is entirely through him, that 
have an exiftence at all; and if only a miferable 
exiftence, of body and foul in hell to all eternity, they 
have. little caufe to rejoice in the promifed feed, 
Surely had Adam known that he, by having his life 
_ pared, would be the inftrument of everlafting woe, to 
fo many millions of his offspring ; he would have chofen 
ftrangling rather than life. Had he known that the. 
feed of the woman was only intended to be a bleffing to 
a {mall remnant of his numerous pofterity, but an in- 
finite curfe to the reft, the thought would have bro- 
ken his very heart to pieces.—This quite eclipfes the 
glory of God! annihilates his love to the world at large, 
reprefents- 
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reprefents Jefus in a moft frightful light, and fills the 
human mind with horror.—But God loved: the world 
—Chrift was the defire of all nations—His Goflpel, to 
every creature—The Saviour of all‘men, but efpecially 
them that believe, 1 iv. 10. 
N. Then do not they believe, that if God loved the 
whole world, and that Chrift died for all men, that it 
of neceffity follows, that the whole world muft be faved? 
_ B. Had they no Bible to fettle this. point, itis pro- 


bable they would fo believe; but that will not fuffer 


them. The Bible tells them, in the moft unequivocal 


exprefiions, ‘* That God loved the world—that Chrift 
died for all ;’? but it never fays, that for thefe reafons 
all will be faved, but the contrary. “The want’of love 


in God, is never given as the reafon, that any finner is 


not faved, or that Chrift did not die for him, but fome- 
thing very different. They often refer to the great 


proclamation ; ** Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gofpel to every creature: he: that believeth and is 


haptized, fhall be faved; but he that believeth not, thall 


be damned,” Mark xvi. 15, 16. This they think full 


to the point ;- the immediate reafon of a finner’s falya- 


tion or damnation, is here pldinly pointed out.” 
This is a matter of great confequence. Unbelief is, 
or it is not, the caufe of a finner’s condemnation. _ (We 
‘readily grant that fin is the firft caufé, but as this is 
common to all, we are now fpeaking of the caufe of his 
continuing in condemnation.) ‘If it be the caufe; then 
it is not the eternal decree of Jehovah, which.is the 
caufe. If it be his decree, that isthe caufe; then itis 
not unbelief, which is the caufe. - Then, what is the 
Bible, which fays it is, but a falfe book? And if the 
book be falfe; what is it’s Author ?—The Bible fays in 
round terms, ‘* He that de/ieveth not is condemned al- 
ready, BECAUSE he hath not delieved in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God,” John iii. 18. ‘* BE- 
CAUSE 
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CAUSE of andelief they were broken off,’’ Rom xi. 20. 
** So we fee that they could not enter in BECAUSE of 


unbelief,” Heb. iii. 19. Let God be true, and every | 
mana liar,’? who contradicts him. Amen. 


N. Indeed, I think they have a great deal of reafon 
ontheir fide. I feel a peculiar pleafure in the thought, 
that the love of God is general and univerfal. 


HERE I could with to reft, and never rove 
From this broad ground—God's Univerfal Love. 
How fweetly foothing to the anxious mind, 
God's univerfal love to a!l mankind, 

This do&trine reaches me; I now begin 
To feel celeftial happinefs within : 

I feel my heart expand, my bofom glow ; 
O what a God is he to love me fo! 

Not me alone, but all the human race, 
He lengs to grafp in his divifie embrace ; 
Kindly allures them to their native fkies, 
With crowns of glory and immortal joys. 


who hear him call in vain; 
for everlafting pain ! 
huks, who wallow in the mire, 
And court the vengeance of eternal fire.— 


Rife, ye poor finners, from yeur ‘fervile ftate ; 
Geek, feck falvation ere it be too late; . 
Let not a world of joy and glory go, 
To thare damnation in a world of woe. 


The love which reaches me extends to you : 
They're all as one, the Gentile and the Jew; 
The rich, the poor, the ignorant and wife, 
Love univerial—never will defpife. 
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SEC T ION V. 
How they direc a Sinner to obtain Salvation, 


Neighd. We do the General Baptifts mean by 
Salvation? | 

Bapt. They mean deliverance from the condemnation 
and the dominion of fin ; from the curfe of the divine 
law ; from the wrath of the Almighty ; from the dan- 
ger of Hell, and being brought into the favour of God; 
and to the enjoyment of a hope of glory. | 

N. How do they dire& a finner to obtain this falva- 
tion ? | 

B. They commonly treat on fome fubje&s previous 
to this, which they confider as introductory (efpecially 
if the text will admit of it; and whether it will or no, 
they commonly take that liberty), fuch as, the fall of 
man through the fin of Adam—his. incapacity to reco- 
ver himfelf—the horrors of living and dying in that 
miferable ftate—the infufficiency of his repentance and 
reform, to fatisfy the Divine Juftice, for his numerous 
tranfgreffions—that without pardon of his fins, he muft 
perith everlaftingly. All which they endeavour to 
prove by a number of appofite. pafflages of Scripture.— 
Then they point out the love of God tothe world in 
general, and to every poor finnerin particular. How 
loath he is that any fhould perifh—that he gave his 
own dear Son to fave them-—laid ali their fins on him: 
_ made his foul an offering for them—fets him forth as 
a propitiation—employs his minifters to befeech finners. 
in Chrift’s ftead, to be reconciled to God.—They then 
fhew the ability and willingnefs of Jefus to fave finners, 
by his attributes of wifdom, power, love, holinefs, au- 
thority, &c. which they further illuftrate by his mi-. 
tacles, doctrines, fulferings, death, refurrection, com- 
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miffion to his apoftles, promifes, offices which he fuf- 
tains, &c. &c. 


N. This fort of preaching muft be inftruétive and 


affeing: isitnot? = 


B. It certainly is, with refpe& to the ‘* One thing 
needful.’’? The principal objedtion to itis, that it leads 
to a round of difcourfe, and often lofes it’s efficacy by 
it’s frequent repetition.~—Some have cenfured them as 
having but one fermon for every text. 

N. I think that is very probable ; yet a repetition of a 
good difh, is a vaft deal better than ftarving. But you 
have not informed me, how they dire& a finner to ob- 
tain falvation. 

_ B. True: when they have, as they think, fufficient- 
ly fet forth Jefus as the only Saviour, they urge the 
finner to believe in him, in order to be faved ; affuring 


him, from the.authority of Scripture, that in fo doing, 


he fhall not perith, but have eternal life. 

N. Do they think a finner can believe juft when he 
pleafes ? 

B. Some have expreffed themfelves, as if that were 
their opinion ; the greater part, if not all, now think 
differently. ‘They look on the knowledge.of the Gof- 
pel as the foundation of faith ; that they cannot believe 
that which they are ignorant of; that a man muft 
know fomething of Jefus Chrift, before he can ac& faith 
upon him. Their previous teaching is intended to 
give the finner this information, and to prepare his 
mind, that he may embrace the Gofpel with readiaefs 
and joy. | a 

N. Do not they look on faith as the gift of God ? 
Do they think to beget it in the heart of the finner by 
their teaching ? 

B. They think that every good thing is the gift of 
God, and confequently faith ; but that it is given, as 
many other things are, in the ufe of proper means. By 


fearch- 


| 
| 
j 


How they direét a Sinner to obtain Salvation. 5 


fearching the Scriptures, John v. 39. That faith 
comes by hearing—the Gofpel, Rom. x. 17. The A- 
poftle fpake the word of the Lord to the jailer, that he 
might know and believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift ; and 
this means proved effeftual, Acts xvi. 25—35. 

N. Do they think the Bible fafficient to beget faith 
in the foul, without a fpecial application by the Holy 
Ghoft ? 

B. I cannot anfwer with precifion; if you mean by 
fpecial, miraculous, I rather think they do. 

Were the king of Great Britain to fend me a letter, 
figned with his own hand, containing an invitation and 
a promife, that if [ would come to London, he would 
give me a thoufand pounds a year for ever, and that [ 
fhould be mechanic to his majefty, I thould be greatly 
aftonifhed. ‘ At firft | fhould hardly believe for joy and 
wonder. But when I came to reflect, that the letter 
was certainly from the king, and that I was the very 


perfon intended, I think I could believe him, and ven- 


ture, on the evidence and authority of his invitation 
and promife, to go to London; without defiring the 
king to come down in perfon to my poor dwelling, to 
confirm his word to me, by fome fpecial token : I fhould 
think his fending me a letter was token quite fufficient : 
fhould not you? 


N. Certainly ! I do not know who would not ! 


B. Well; God has given us:a letter, and therein af- 


fures us, that ‘* he fo loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth on him 
fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life.’”’ May 
not believe this word of God, as firmly as the word of 
the king ? Is not his word to be depended on, as much 

as the word of a man? Muft he come to confirm it 
by fome miracle, -to fatisfy fuch a puny mortal as I? 


No! he has faid it, and gp ing I will take 
him at his word. | 
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While wife and prudent look for fomething more ; 
I'll teuft his promife and my God adore. 


N. Your reas’ring makes me blufh! I muft be wrong ; 
How could I be fo ignorant fo long? 


But is not the affiftance of the Holy Ghoft promifed ? 
Can there be a fpiritual birth, without the help of the. 
Spirit ? 

B. Divine affiftance is promifed and experienced in 
converfion, without doubt. ‘They, I think, in general 
helieve, that God does, by his Spirit, convince of fin— 
enlighten the underftanding—fubdue the obftinacy of 
the will—difpofe the finner to feek falvation—encou- 
rage him to come to Jefus—purify the heart—raife the 
affections —quicken thofe who are dead in trefpaffes and 
fins, and comfort the fouls of his people by his gracious 
affiftances. ‘That this is the Lord’s doing; but not 
always by miracle, but by means: of which means the 
Scripture is the principal, and fufficient for the purpofe,. 
if diligently attended to. , 

There are two things which they attentively obferve: 
—the Saviour’s commiflion, and the Apofitles’ praétice. 
By thefe they are taught to preach the Gofpel to every 
creature; to urge them to believe, to repent, to fearch 
the Scriptures, to come to Chrift, to receive the word,. 
to fave themfelves by fleeing to Jefus. They find no 
direCtion, nor example, to countenance them in ftting 
finners to wait and to pray for faith ; or to expeét fpe- 
cial afliftance to enable them to believe. The Apoftles. 
urged finners by all the arguments of love and of terror ; 
invited and prefied them to be reconciled to God ; warn- 
ed them of the danger of negle&ting fo great falvation ; 


- affured them of pardon, juitification, and eternal life, 


on their believing in Jelus; and the certain mifery, and 
final deftruétion of all thofe who obeyed not the Gof- 
pel of God.—This the Baptifts think the beft method 
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for them to imitate; and they glory in having fuch 
a commiffion and fuch precedents. 

The neceffity of God’s help they feelingly experi- 
ence: for this they pray, and fupplicate, and wreftle, 
They know that without him they can do nothing. 
But where would be the ufe of telling a finner all this ; 
efpecially one who wants to know what 4e muft do to 
be faved ? Would it not have a tendency to keep him 
away, rather than to bring him to Jefus? God is not 
flack concerning his promife ; we may leave his part to 
him. Let the prodigal return, and God will receive 
him, and make him happy. Chriftian experience is 

one thing, and a finner’s duty another. 
| WN, Their reafons for their conduct feem very weigh- 
ty. Suppofe I fhould ferioufly afk them, what I muft 
do to be faved; what, do you think, they would fay 
to me? 

B. Just what the Apoftle did to the Jailer—** Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be faved.”” 

N. But I could not believe on him for their bid- 
ding me. 

B. True: then they would inquire what it was that 
hindered you; whether ignorance—pride—fhame—fear 
—prejudice—worldly-mindednefs, &c. And they would 
endeavour, by fuitable paflages, to inform and to influ- 
ence you to break through all oppofition for falvation. 

N. Would they be fo free—take fuch pains with 
any poor body, who might ferioufly make fuch in- 

quiry? 

-  B. Yes; and be glad at heart of the opportunity. 

NV. I love them for that however.—Suppofe my dif- 
ficulty were fear; —fear that I had finned beyond 
mercy ? 

B. ‘They would inquire what fpecies of fin lay on 
your mind, 
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N. Suppofe it were finning againft convictions of 
confcience—rejeting the Gofpel fo long? 

_ B. They would not flatter your fin, but fhow it to be 
grievous ; yet fhow you, from the commiffion, Mark 
xvi. 15, 16. that you were included init. They would 
alfo ftrive to encourage you from the following confi- 
derations :—The coming of Chrilt to fave finners—the 
chief of finners—that which was loft—the thief on the 
crofs—the crucifiers of himfelf—the broken hearted— 
the ftout hearted—the wicked—the ungodly. How 
yod called, ** Ho, every one that thirfteth.’’—Chrift 
calls, ** Come unto me, a// ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you reft.””> The Spirit 
calls, and fays, ‘* Come.”’ And that there was fpecial 
reafon to fay, that they called to and invited you, be- 
caufe of the trouble of your mind, and convigtion of 
fin; that you was not given up to hardnefs of heart 
was plain, becaufe your heart was touched, or you 
would not cry for mercy. 

N. Suppofe I were enabled to fee, that the Lord Je- 
fus was able and willing to fave even fuch a poor un- 
worthy worm as I, yet could not be happy ; could not 
believe, fo as to have peace and joy; how would they 
dire&t me then? 

B. Probably they would urge you to fearch the 
Scriptures—to meditate on the defign and love of God 
in giving Chrift—the defign and love of Chrift in com- 
ing from heaven—to hear the word of the truth of the 
Goipel—to keep your mind free as poflible from world- 
ly embarrafiments—to refle& on the many encourage- 
ments you had to believe on Jefus, the anointed Savi-. 
our—to Keep company and to converfe with experi- 
enced Chriitians. “Some would encourage you, in this 
itate of perplexity, to call on the Lord by prayer and 
fupplication: and, I think, with very great ys 
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For, where for help thould helplefs finners go, 
But to the Father, who will help beftow ? 


N. Is not this direéting a finner to act faith, rather 
than how to obtain it? 

B. I grant it: yet, perhaps, there is no way fo ef- 
feétual to teach a child the nature of walking, as fer. 
ting it on it’s feet. J think ] have learned more of the 
nature of faith by the ufe of it, than by all the teach- 
ing which I have ever had on the fubje&t. Thisis the 
method which I take with my boys: | firft tell them and 
fhew them, and then fet them to try. Without trying, 
my telling and fhewing are of very little ufe : and fome- 
times they make but little out, by all the telling, and 
fhowing, and trying, which we are mafter of. “It re- 
quires ftudy—patience—perfeverance—time. 

N. Then I am fure I had need have begun fooner: 
however, let me give diligence now.—But, perhaps, [ 
am miftaken in the thing. What do they think faith 
is? When do they think a finner believes to the faving 
of his foul? | 

B. They look on it, that faith in Jefus Chrift in- 
cludes two things: 1. A knowledge of him, as being 
indeed the Saviour. 2. Receiving him as fuch to them- 
felves ; or coming to him for reft to their fouls. —That 
‘when a finner is convinced of his inability to fave 
himfelf—fees Jefus Chrift.as the Redeemer of perifh- 
ing mortals, and really ventures to place his depen- 
dence upon him for juftification and eterna! life, he is 
then one who believes to the faving of the foul; he is 
pafied from death to life. 

N. Is this faith? This is eafy to be done! This 
doth not require much time. 

B. So much the better! but did you ever try? It 
feems eafy to a fcholar to write a good hand, yet few 


men arrive to be mafters of apen. It feems ealy to an 
obferver 
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@bferver, to believe on Jefus, yet few find it very eafy in 

peattice. Yet it is.a little thing, and ealy in it’s 
_ fare, to. believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift; fuited to 


the meaneft capacity ; to the moft helplefs and indigent — 
finner. If it were not, who could be faved? But there 

is difficulty enoagh to bring the proud man to ftoop to “ 
cater in at this low, thiseafy door, This is break-back 


“work indeed | O, what difficulty to ceafe from his own 
‘works, and to count all his own righteoufnefs as filthy + 


Fags, asi dung and drofs for Chrift! And till this is 
the cafe, there is little hope of his. believing to the fa- 


_ WV. You feem to fay, that believing is an cafy thing, 


and. that believing is a hard thing: I do not undet. 


#8. Believing is not. a hard thing in itfelf ; but it is 
often a ‘hard thing to bring Gnner to believe. The 
following may explain my meaning. This being a | 
time of war, the King wants-men : recruiting parties 


ere all over the nation. It is an eafy thing to become 


a foldicr; but often a hard thing to perfuade men to 


This occafions all the difficulty. The officer is 


willing he is ready. to. force the fhilling into. your. 
hand. But there.are few, efpecially of your good fort _ 
of people, care to. ferve his Majefty in that capacity. 
If they have even one good mind to do it, they have — 


Often twoagainft it. When they almoft refolve ; what“ 
hefitation! what fear! what tremour! what a. good 


Spin to venture and not to venture! how many quef- 
tjons ic afk! how much fhould I-or fhould I not!. 
What will my father—mother—relations fay?, What 


“will ‘my companions fay? How thall I ever face my 
Mmeighbours agdin if go for a foldier ?—All this and 
‘not yet lifted ‘ No more a foldier than he was ten years 


Thus Jefas the Redeemer fends his Minifters into all 
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the world, to invite every creature to believe in ‘him and — 
be faved ;—to come to him for reft;—ro venture their 


fouls in his hands, and all thall be well... Bat, O, what 
_ to and again there is in the finner! How many apolo- 


gies, fhuffies, and excufes! How many purpofes.and 
promifes to begin at a future feafon! How much oppo- 


| fition from within and from without! Iam fo unworthy, 


fo unfandtified, fo ignorant 3 I fear I thall never make 
any thing out to purpofe. Better never to begin than 
turn back again. It will almoft break my father and 
mother’s heart. . I thall bring their grey heirs with for- 
row to the prave. My companions will call me a fool: 


‘The clergyman will thinkeme an enthufiaft. I thall 
probably lofe a great part, if not all my cuftom. Then 
_ what will become of my family ?—Thus he halts, and 


hefitates, till confcience tells him, by the King’s autho- | 
rity, *“* That he muft either believe or be damned!’ 


‘Then he comes trembling, with‘ Lord fave, or I 


tith !’’—as you did.— 

N. Nay, do not fay fo! J fear I never did ! I never 
heard fo much on this saad before !—I am quite 4 
learner. 

B. Art thou a Chriftian, ha knoweft ndt. the 
things? | 

WN. I think there are many Chriftians, who do not 
know thefe things, in this manner. You do not think 
that Chrift is, as willing to receive a-poor loft finner, as 
a recruiting-officer is.a likely young man; doyou? — 

B. Certainly! or what does he fend his fervants to 


‘preach for? 


N. For! Why, to ales men better—to bring thena 
to repent—to mend their life—to. do juftly—to love 
mercy—to walk humbly. with their God. 


N. What then? Why, to bring them to hope, that 
God will be pacified towards them, and: pardon theis 
G fans 
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fins for Chrift’s fake ; and then take them into his fa- 
vour, and make them happy for ever. 

B. Where did you learn this? 

N. Learn this? Why, is not this very good Chrifti- 
anity ? 

B. Chriftianity ? You have turned it quite upfide 
down! If this be your way to obtain falvation, you 
had need have begun along while ago. 

N. I told you, | was but a learner.—Do the Baptifts 
think that the finner muft do nothing to appeafe the 
divine difpleafure? 

B. They think the divine difpleafure is already ap- 
peafed by Jefus Chrift. That God is difpofed, of his 
own rich grace, to receive and pardon all who believe 
on his dear Son, without any refpe& to their righteouf- 
nefs, 

N. How do they prove this? ) | 

B. By the whole fyitem of Chriftianity. It is a dif- 
penfation of grace. God’s love is the {pring of all it’s 
invaluable bleffings. Jefus Chrift is the free gift of 
ae Eternal lite is the free giftof God. ‘* By grace 

re ye faved through faith ; and that not of yourfelves, 
‘ is the gift of God : not of works, left any man fhould 
boaft,”” Eph. ii. 8, 9. 

To end all difputes on this head, diligently confider 
the commiffion, Mark xvi. 15, 16. ** Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gofpel to every creature. He 


that believeth and is baptized, fhall be faved; but he 


that believeth not, thall be damned.’’—Rom. iii. 19 — 
28. ** Now we know, that what things foever the law 
faith, it faith to them who are under the law : that eve- 
ry mouth may be itopped, and all the world may be- 
come guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of 
the law there fhall no fieth be juftified in his fight: 
for by the law is the knowledge of fin. But now 


pa righteoufnefs of God without the law is manifefted, 
being 
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being witnefled by the law and the prophets; even 


the righteoufnefS of God, which is by faith of Jefus. 


Chrift unto all, and upon all them that believe: for 
there is ro difference; for all have finned, and come 


fhort of the glory of God: being juftified freely by his. 


grace, through the redemption that is in Jefus Chrift ; 
whom God hath fet forth to be a propitiation, through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufuefs for the 
remiffion of fins that are paft, through the forbearance 
of God ; to declare, | fay, at this time his righteouf- 
nefs: that he might be juft, and the juitifier of him 
Which believeth in Jefus. Where is boaiting then? It 
is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay; but by 
the Jaw of faith. Therefore we conclude, that a man 
is juftiied by faith without the deeds of the law.”— 
Aits xiii. 38, 39. ‘* Be itknown unto you therefore, 
meu and brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the forgivenefs of fins; and by him all that 
believe are juftified from all things, from which ye could 
not be juftified by the law of Moiles.’’—~z2 Cor. v. 18— 
21. ** All things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
himfetf by Jefus Chrift, and hath given to us the mini- 
{try of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in Chrift, 


reconciling the world unto himfelf, not imputing their | 


trefpafles unto them; and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambaffadors 
for Chrift, as though God did befeech you by us: we 
pray you in Chrift’s ftead, be ye reconciled to God. 
For he hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no 
fin; that we might be made the righteoufnefs of God 
in him.?’ 


By thefe, and many other paflages, it is obvious, that 
we have nothing to do, in order to bring God to be re- 
conciled to the finner: our bufinefs is to befeech the 
finner to be reconciled to God. He ftretches out his 
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hands all the day long to a difobedient and geinfaying: | 
people. 


N. Well, 1 aw aftonithed! I never faw things in 
this light before! yet it certainly muit be fo. God 
was in Chrift reconciling the world unto himfelf! re- 


a fling me to bimfelf! How blind haye I been! [ 


thought I muft do fomething, to reconcile God to me; . 


and femetimes I thought repentance was to do it; and. 


fometimes 1 thought faith was to do it ; and fometimes 


the loving God with all my heart, and my neighbour 


as myfelf, was todo it; and fometimes | thought all 


- thefe togcther were to do it; and fometimes ! thought 


it would never be done, ‘Thus I have been up and 
down, hoping and fearing for years. All-this time © 
like a blind man in the funfhine, groping for the wall _ 
atnoon-day. I am aftonitfhed at my God—~ 
at, I can now fay, my Savioar. : 

“What notions have { had about faith! I had ufed to | 
think. it was fome great thing, wrought by miracle in 
the buman beart in an inftant ; fedden, firange, and 
wonderful as the change at the refurreGion of the dead. - 
mever thonght it to be a fimple belief, that Chrift had 
loved me, and gave himifelf for me ; and reflingonhim — 


‘alone, as a poor finner, for my Glvation.— But perhaps 


Lam got out of one extreme jato another. Toth say if 
you think 1 am. 
B. 1 congratulate and rejoice with you ! Doyou alfo 


joy and: rejoice in the Lord! You have found that 


which is more precious than gold—that which brings a 
precious Saviour.to your enjoyment. ‘‘ Ficth and blood 
hath not revealed it unto yous ; bat your Father, who 
is in heaven.”’- 

N..Doyouthink fo? 


Yes, that 1 do! 
* How has he revealed it to me? 


By 
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‘By the glorious Gofpel. “The ‘entrance of ‘his 
| Word gives you light. 


Ah, that it does ! can hardly help Goging for 


joy |. Can you join me? 

Yes, heartily! 
2. NOW. fing the wondeoes graces 

_ Which brought falyation from the fky! 
Salvation to the human race; 

~ Salvation to fuch worms as I; 
‘Salvation from a world of woe; 
Salvation fuch as angels know! 


_ Jefus, thou bleeding Lamb, to thee, 

I come with thankfulnefs 
To thy dear bofom, Lord, I flee, 
That fafe, that quiet refting place : 
©! what a tender heart 16 thine, 
‘To pity fuch poor fouls as mine! 


3 How blind, how ftupid have I been ! 
How prejudic'd againft thy 
How felf-fufficient in my fin! 
Hoping, at lat, my debt to pay! 
‘Though not a fingle mite had I, 
_ Not if a mite would glory buy * 


4 But now my eyes are openeds 
Thank, thank the Lord atla Ifce! 
Jefus hath fuffered in my flead 5 | 
Obtain’d eternal Jife for me! . 

For me, the chief of finners! I~ 
Can on his faithfulnefs rely. - 


What tall reer tothe Lard, 
From whom my hopes and blefings {pring ? 
gracioufly my foul reftor'd, 
And faught me feelingly to Ging? 
Glory to him, through endlefs days! . 


G3 You 
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B. You have anticipated my intention ; it may there- 
fore be proper to add a few remarks, by way of in- 
firugtion and caution. You now, I hope, thro’ grace, 
believe and experience the happy effeéts of joy and peace 
in believing. Remember, that though joy and peace ac- 
company believing, yet they are not parts of it, You 
may hereafter find your joy and peace greatly diminith- 
ed; almoft gone: you may be in heavinefs through ma- 
nifold temptations. Should this be the cafe, do not 
give up your hold of Jefus, nor of his precious promifes. 
Still truft in him as the fame kind friend ; even if he 
fhould appear to your feelings to have forfaken you. 
This may be for the trial of your faith. ‘The joy of 
faith, and the life of faith, do not always go hand in 
hand. If therefore you, at times, feel dark, and cold, 
and dead, be not difcouraged, Jefus lives! and learn to 
live dependent on him. The darkeft clouds do not 
drown the fun, though they often hide him from our 
view : fo the veliever is fometimes under the cloud, with 
refpect to his own evidence of the prefence and love of 
his glorious Redeemer. ‘To fee him is one thing, to 
truit him is another. Learn then to truft in the Lord 
at all times. 

_ Keep a particular eye upon fin, to avoid it: this is 
the great enemy to God and man. If God be recon- 
ciled to the finner, he is not reconciled to fin: this 
always tends to weaken faith—darken the mind—fe- 
parate from God, and to bring the foul into trouble. 
«« If our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
towards God.”’ If holinefs be not the ground or root 
of faith, faith is the root of holinefs. ‘‘ The grace 
of God, which bringeth falvation, hath appeared to 
all men, teaching us, that denying ungodlinefs and 
worldly lufts, we fhould live foberly, righteoufly, and 
godly in this prefent world,’”* Titus ii. 11, 12. 

Be 
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Be careful in the obfervance of every perfonal and 
relative duty; that-you may fhew forth the praife of 
him, who has called you to glory and virtue. Make 
ufe of the Redeemer in all his characters and offices. 
Let faith bring you to live on him, to live to him, till 
you live with him. Let not an unbelieving heart be- 
tray you to depart from him, or lead you to difhonour 
him in your thoughts or conduct. 


UNBELIEF will pierce your Lord, 
More than thorns, or nails, or fword: 
Thefe reach but his mortal part, 

Head, and feet, and hands, and heart ; 
But this murd'rous Unbelief, 

Puts his very foul to grief, 
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SECTION VI. 
Thoughts on abfolute final Perfeverance. 


Neighb. DPD? the General Baptifts think it poffible 
for a true believer to fall from grace? 
Bapt. Yes; many of them.do. 
N. What reafons do they give for this opinion ? 
B. 1. They look on this life as a ftate of trial and 


exercife ; which implies difficulty and danger. 


z. The many cautions which are given to Chriftians, 
to take heed left they fall, as others have done. ) 

3. ‘The plain declarations of Scripture. The Spirit 
fpeaketh exprefily, that—fome fhall depart from the 
faith, 1 Tim, iv. 1. ‘* Concerning faith, have made 
fhipwreck,”’ 1 Tim. i, 19. ‘* If ye live after the flefh, 
ye ihalldie,”” Rom. viii. 13. 

4. ‘The many powerful temptations which they feel 
in themfelves, and their obfervation of others, who gave 
the mofi probable proof of, converfion. 

s. he promifes made to the children of God. «* He 
that fhall endure unto the end, the fame fhall be faved,” 
Matt. xxiv. 13. ‘* Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life,”’ Rev. ii. 10. Why thefe 
encouragements, thefe motives to animate, if no poffi- 
bility of failure ? 

6. They think it dangerous, if not pernicious, to the 
fouls of men, in leading them to negleét the means of 
fafety, by the perfuafion that there is no danger. 

7. It takes away or weakens, the praife or blame of 
human aétions. How can we commend a child for 
ftanding, when held fo faft by it’s father, that it can- 
not fall ? 

8. They do not find it ever afferted in Scripture, 
without an implication of fome condition ; as, “‘ If ye 
through 
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through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 

fhall live,” Rom, viii. 13. 

g. Some paffages feem dire&tly againft it. ‘* The 
Lord is with you while ye be with him; and if ye feck 
him, he will be found of you ; but if ye forfake him, he 
will forfake you,” 2 Chron. xv. 2. And Jer. xviti. 
g—11. Ezek. xviii, 24—28. are very fimilar. ‘* Well; 
becaufe of unbelief they were broken off, and thou 
ftandeft by faith. Be not high-minded, butfear. Tor 
if God fpared not the natural branches, take heed left. 
he alfo {pare not thee,’? Rom. xi. 20, 21. 

10, Certain final perfeverance neceflitates a very forc- 
ed interpretation of many paflages of Scripture: fuch 
as, John xv. 1—6. Rom. viii. 13. 1 Tim. i, 19, 20. 
iv. 1, 2. 11, 12. 1 Cor. x. 114. Heb. iii. 7—19. 
vi. 4-8. X. 24-39. 2 Peter i. 4-12. Which pleafe 
to examine. 

11. They think the devil would never go about for 
fix thoufand years to devour fouls, if he knew that he 
could not fucceed in one fingle inftance. It is quite 
unaccountable, 1 Pet. v. 8. 

12. When they refie&t on angels in heaven falling 
to hell ; Adam in Eden, falling into fn; the Iraelites, 
under the immediate direction and protection of God, 
failing of the promifed land; and the improvement 
which is made of thefe things to Chriftians ; they think 
it great prefumption in a poor finner now to fancy him- 
{elf infinitely more confirmed in grace than any of thefe. 
So confirmed, that it is abfolutely impoffible that he 
fhould perifh. This they think the ftate of glory a- 
bove ; and not the ftate of profefied probation on earth. 

13. Some of them think it is a doétrine of devils ; the 
firft and the moft fuccefsful which he ever preached. 
By his firft difcourfe on this fubje&t, he converted half 
the world ; and before the fun was fet, the other half 
yielded to it. God had faid, ‘* In the day thou eateft 

thereof, 
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90 
@aereof;: thod thalt farely Gen: ii. and now 


If ye live after the fiehh,; ye ‘fhall die,” Rom, 


‘13. But -chesdevil fays, thall not furely die,” 
For God doth know; that in the day ye eat thereof, © 


eyes ‘hall be opened’; and: ye thall be 
gods, knowing good and evil; Gen. ii. 4,5. 


WV.’ I confefs there appears a good deal of weight i in 


thefe reafons but has not Chriit faid, that: his theep 


Shall never perith?! and if they perth, 


not perfevere ? 
B. They freely own it-;) but are his fheep, who 


his'voice and follow him.’ ‘Thefe fhall never pe- 


while that is their condu&. “They cannot ration- 
why plead: the than they obferve the 
Doth hot the thought Of it being poftibte for 
them to perifhh, make them unhappy ? 
It certainly begets"an‘awe fear left a 
being left them of entering into'reft, 
to-come fhort of it; Heb.iv. 1.° 
I thould not-like to believe a WoGrine, which left 
the room'to be unhappy. 
Perhaps not’; bat how would you help 
nature. 
What! whether of falfe is when 
begger muft be choofets. 
Do not the Baptifts choofe 
B. Yess to believe what God are 
of Salvation on any terms 
ought to be too," Doth he fay that believers 
thail not perfevere 
Phis is nothitig tothe Doth God ever, 
fay they fhali? 
AN Perhaps not thofe very words; yet fuch as feem 
as much my fear’in their. 
| hearts, 
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hearts, and ony fhall not depart from mc,”’ Jerem, 

might balance that, with—<* From that 
time many.of his Difciples went back, and walked no 


more with: him,” john vi. 66. but there feems_no ne- | 


ceffity. "Jer. chap. xxxi, xxxii, and xxxiii, all (peak of 


time which: it is Pretty evident is not yet come: 


time, when, 

et, All lfrael and judah fhould be reftored, and uns 
der the blefied economy. of a new and peculiar cove- 
nant; fuch as hath.never - been known fince the fall 
ot Adam. 

When. this ‘commences, the knowledge. of the 
Lord will be fo, univerfal, and fo perfeat, that.teaching 
it will. be unneceflary... They thall all know him, from 
the leaft of them,to the greateft, Apoftle Paul, 
in the 11th.to the Romans,. feems to point to the fame 
tithe, 

This promife, therefore, makes agazinft the doftrine 
» for which. it is brought; for faying that it thal be fo 
fometime, ftrongly implies that it is, not now; which 
experience aud obfervation too powerfully evince. 
~ 4 N,, Are not believers * kept by. the power of God 

through faith unto falyation?” 1 Pet. i. 5. 

B., Yes; while they believe his word, his power keeps 
them, His word is the ‘power by which they are kept. 
He doth not put them in a dungeon, and make their 


feet fait in the itocks, to keep them. No! They walk 


at liberty.. His word has quickened them. They are — 


clean through the word which he hath fpoken unto 


them. The Gofpel is the power of God to their fal. 


vation who believe it. So long as they keep the word 
of the truth of the Gofpel, they are in. a ftate of perfect 
fecurity.—-‘ Thou, haft kept my word, and not denied 
my name,” —** Becaufe thou halt kept the word of m 


I alfo will keep thee the hour of temp- 
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tation,” Rev. iii. 8—10. There will be no failure on 
God's part: ‘* He is faithful that hath promifed.”’ 

N. Doth not the Apoftle fay, ‘* Being confident of 
this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work 
in you, will perform it until the day of Jefus Chrift ?” 
Phil. i. 6. . 

B. He certainly does. Confidence means truft or 
dependence. A man may be confident in a miftake. 
This Apoftle had confidence in the Galatians of whom 
he ftood in doubt, Gal. iv. 20, v. 10. The Philippi- 
ans were eminent above moft; they gave good evi- 
dence of converfion by their growth in grace; by their 
** fellowfhip in the Gofpel from the firft day until 
now,’’ chap.i.5. The epiftle is a commendation, and 
an exhortation, without blame; which can hardly be 
faid of any other: fo it was meet for him to think thus 
of them, or to have this confidence in them, ver. 7, 
But had he this confidence in all believers? No: he 
was jealous and afraid of fome. Was he afraid they 
had never been converted ? He doth not fay any fuch 
thing. He had efpoufed them as chafte virgins to 
Chrift. ‘* But I fear, left by any means, as the fer- 
pent beguiled Eve through his fubtilty, fo your minds 
fhould be corrupted from the fimplicity that is in 
Chrift,’’ 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3.—Yet further: Who knows 
but this confidence might be founded on a perfuafion, 
that God would perform his own good work in them 
as a people, without having a particular eye to every 
individual? Be it as it may, the word confident fo cir- 
cumftanced, is not a fufficient bottom to build a doc- 
trine upon ; fuch as the certain, abfolute, final perfe- 
verance of every believer. I durft not venture my faith 
on Paul’s confidence: durft you ?—Once more. 

When mutt it be concluded, that the good work is 
begun, which God will infallibly perform? Is not con- 
vittion of fin a good work? and properly the work of 


God? 


a 
| 


/ 


Thoughts on abfolute final Perfeveranct. 73 


God? May not the fame with propriety be faid of re- 
pentance ?==the fear of God ?— being enlightened ?— 


tafting the heavenly gift ?—being made partakers of the 

Holy Ghoft? Are not thefe proofs of a good work begun? 

How doth God perform thefe good works in thofe per- 
fons, who are twice dead and plucked up by the roots}, 
whom it is impoffible to renew again unto repentance? 

If fuch things as thefe are not proofs of a good work bes! 
gun in the foul; if a finner may go fo far, experience: 
fo much, and yet not be a believer; how mult any man; 
know when he is in a ftate of falvation? How muft a 
Minifter know? What rule can he give a perfon to judge 
of his ftate by, which may be depended on? 

Thofe, who fpeak fo much of the comfort to be dé 
rived from the doétrine of the cettain perfeverance of: 
every believer, would do well to confider, how extreme- 
ly difficult, if not impoffible, it is for a man to know, 
on their principles, when he is a believer. He mutt! 
get higher in the favour of God than Ifrael—Adam—.- 
Angels: for thefe were fuffered to fall. Beyond being 
washed ; thefe may return to the mire. Beyond faith: 
and a good confcience; thefe may fuffer thipwreck, 
Beyond being once enlightened (then twice to be fure) ;) 
beyond tafting of the heavenly gift; beyond being 
made partaker of the Holy Ghoft; beyond having taft.. 
ed the good word of God, and the powers of the world : 
to come, Heb. vi. 4, 10. Thele may fall away; fo on 
this doctrine cannot be believers. Beyond coming to, 
the knowledge of the truth ; thefe may fin wilfully and 
perifi.. Beyond being the children of God, by faith in , 
Chrift Jefus; thefe may fall from grace, Gal, v. gy.) 
Beyond being ingrafted in the true Olive, Rom. xi; 204 
thefe may be broken off. Beyond being branches in . 
Chrift; thefe may be taken away, and caft intothe. 
fire and burned, John xv. 1—6, Beyond being writ. . 
ten in the book of life; thefe may be blotted out, Rev, - 
| H 
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tation,”’ Rev. iii. 8—10. There will be no failure on 
God's part: ‘* He is faithful that hath promifed,”’ 

N. Doth not the Apoftle fay, ** Being confident of 
this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work 
in you, will perform it until the day of Jefus Chrift ?” 
Phil. i. 6. . | 

B. He certainly does. Confidence means truft or 
dependence. A man may be confident in a miftake. 
This Apoftle had confidence in the Galatians of whom 
he ftood in doubt, Gal. iv.20. v.10. The Philippi- 
ans were eminent above moft; they gave good evi- 
dence of converfion by their growth in grace; by their 
*<« fellowfhip in the Gofpel from the firft day until 
now,”’ chap.i.5. The epiftle is a commendation, and 
an exhortation, without blame; which can hardly be 
. faid of any other : fo it was meet for him to think thus 
of them, or to have: this confidence in them, ver. 7, 
But had he this confidence in all believers? No: he 
was jealous and afraid of fome. Was he afraid they 
had never been converted ? He doth not fay any fuch 
thing. He had efpoufed them as chafte virgins to 
Chrift. ‘* But I fear, left by any means, as the fer- 
pent beguiled Eve through his fubtilty, fo your minds 
fhould be corrupted from the fimplicity that is in 
Chrift,”’ 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3.—Yet further: Who knows — 
but this confidence might be founded on a perfuafion, 
that God would perform his own good work in them 
as a people, without having a particular eye to every 
individual? Be it as it may, the word confident fo cir- 
cumftanced, is not a fufficient bottom to build adoc- © 
trine upon ; fuch as the certain, abfolute, final perfe- 
verance of every believer. I durit not venture my faith 
on Paul’s confidence: durft you ?—Once more. 

When mutft it be concluded, that the good work is 
begun, which God will infallibly perform? Is not con- 
viction of fina good work? and properly the work of . 
God? 
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God? May not the fame with propriety be faid of . re- 
pentance ?=the fear of God enlightened ?— 
tafting the heavenly gift ?—being made pactakers of the 
Holy Ghoft? Are not thefe proofs of a good work begun? 
How doth God perform thefe good works in thofe per-. 
fons, who are twice dead and plucked up by the roots}, 
-whom it is impoffible to renew again unto repentance? — 
If fuch things as-thefe are not proofs of a good work bes: 
gun in the foul; if a  finner may go fo far, experience: 
fo much, and yet not be a believer; how muft any man; 
know when he is in a ftate of falvation? How muft a) 
Minifter know? What rule can he give a perfon to ge 
of his ftate by, which may be depended on? 

Thofe, who fpeak fo much of the comfort to be dé’ 

rived from the doftrine of the ceftain perfeverance of: 

believer, would do well to confider, how extreme- 
ly difficult, if not impoffible, it is fora man to know,’ 
on their principles, when he is a believer. He muft! 
get higher in the favour of God than Ifrael--Adam—. 
Angels: for thefe were faffered to fall. _ Beyond being 
washed ; thefe may return to ‘the mire. Beyond faith | 
and a good confcience; thefe may fuffer thipwreck.> 
Bcyond being once enlightened (then twice to be fure) ;} 
beyond tafting of the heavenly gift; beyond being 
made partaker of the Holy Ghoft ; beyond having taft- 
ed the good word of God, and the powers of the world 
to come, Heb. vi. 4, 10. Thele may fall away; fo on. 
this doctrine cannot be believers. Beyond coming to, 
the knowledge of the truth ; thefe may fin wilfully and 
perifh.. Beyond being the children of God, by. faith in, 
Chrift Jefus; thefe, may. fall, from. grace, Gal. v. 
Beyond being ingrafted in the true Olive, Rom..xis 20). 
thefe may be broken off. Beyond being brauches in . 
Chrift; thefe.may be taken away, and. caft into the. 
fire and burned, John xv. Beyond, being writ. 
ten in the book of life; thefe may be blotted out, Rev, . 
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xxii. 19. Beyond the, Apoftle. Payl; for he, appre- 


herided danger of being: 4 caft-away, 1Cor.ix.27, 
poor finner:muft climb thus high, beforéshe can 
be a believer, I fear very few will be faved. The idea 


of ‘the almoft impoffibility of the thing, muft greatly’ 
difcourage the attempt. 

* Afurvey of nature and of providence may convince us, 
that God-doth not perform to perfection, or maturity,’ 
aibthe good which he begins. Dothevery feed produce.a 
plant ?, Every,egg produce a chicken? Every fetus 
produce aman? Imall-thefe things God has begun, and 
begun agood works yet how many of thefe things mif- 


carry, and do.not come to the perfettion of their nature ?, 


What can be the reafon ?, God doth not_ perform, that 
which he begun! How many blofioms for a little fruit ! 

Scripture teaches the fame in almoftinumberlefs in- 
ftances..:How many good works did God begin: for 
Ifrael yet. not perform, through their obftinacy ! 
Chriftians,- in: the mofning and glory df the Gofpel-. 
day; with the light of life among them, could defert the 
Redeemer ; run well for a feafon, and then fall off ; be-’ 
come lukewarm, for. God to fpew them out of his mouth 
(which could not be, if he thad-not taken them in). 
"The exhortations are pregnant with the idea of danger, 


‘and’keep up a continual alarm, left the Chtiftian thould 


be off his guard : urging him to «* put on the whole 
armour of God, that he may be able to ftand againft ‘ 


thé wiles of the devil,” Eph. vi: 11. 


"The abfurdity which attends the proving abfolute fi- 
nal perfeyerance from ‘this text, rifes almoft to blafphe- 
my, when’ it ‘is confidered in another point. of view. 
Who bégins the'good work’? God, where it’ is begun 
av ally ‘What is the reafon that it is not begun in many 
pracelefs foils because God doth not begin it. Thus 
God is at'the bottom of every finner’s neglect. Where 
thé géod ‘work’ appears’ to be ‘begun, by the moft pro- 
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bleevidences, and afterwards declines; -whatis the rea- 
fon? God, he doth not perform! jt; fo-it doth notprof+ 
per: for had he done the»part, which fome callshis;: it 

muft have come to perfeétiom ; becaufe:({ faith Coles) 
he hath taken on himfelf ane performance of the«vhok.”’ 


This doétrine 4, me! I'm thock'd at the thoughts. 

If I go to hell, it is all the Lord’s fault! > | 

If he had been pleafed his grace to afford, ¢ 

I then with devotion had ferved the Lord : ry 

But as the good work Jefus would not begin, 

I'm therefore quite carnal, and fold under fin. 

As foon may a fot pluck the fun’ from his place, © 

As fouls be converted without fpecial grace: © 

And when fpecial grace unto finners is-giv'n, 3, 
_ Not Satan, nor finning, can 

Repentance and faith, are both his to beftows 
And if, he don’t, give them, without L mut go, 
To fuffer his pleafure, in regions of woe!—-. 


0) horrible thought ! ‘What 'a'doétrine is thist. 
Ardo€trine which devils might bluth to confeis ! 
Is'He, who has fed me the years which are paft, 
Determin’d to burn me in hell atthe lat? 
fure he delights finner’s 
__, His bowels.of mercy continually yearn: 
He waits to be gracious, but if I rebel, 
"The fault is my own, ‘that I fuffer in hell. 7 
would, but I would not—‘tis therefore T 
With thame and cant to darknefs and woes 


Divine promifes are very great, and affiftance may 
be expected corvefponding therewith, that we may have 
a firm troft and.confidence. in the Lord, Yet promifes 


affiftance are.not given tofuperfede human exertion, 


The great defign is to ftimulateand.to furnith the mind 
with a full perfuafion, that ovurlabour fhall not be in 
vain in the Lerd. » Jefus, will give reft to thofe who 
come to him. The promife, and the reft, are. both of 
Hz ‘grace: 
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grace: but is it promifed that grace will force the man 
to come to him ?—-No! Here is divine encouragement, 
but the man is left at his option ; to come, or to keepa- 
way. God promifes every requifite of light, of wifdom, 
of ftrength, of fupport, of grace and help, to the foul’s 

perfeverance ; yet this is always taken in, that we be 
willing and obedient. God has given us a ftandard, an 
expreis rule, to judge by, in all fuch cafes where there is 
@ promife or a threatening without a condition annexed ; 
** At what inftant 1 fhall {peak concerning a nation, and 
concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and io pull down, 
and to deftroy it; if that nation, againft whom I have 
pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the 
evil that I thought todo unto them. And at whatin- 
itant I fhall {peak concerning a gation, and concerning 
a kingdom, to build and to plant it; if it do evil in 
my fight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent 


_ of the good wherewith I faid, I would benefit them,” 


Jer. xviii. 710. ** But when the righteous turneth . 
away from his righteoufnefs, and committeth iniquity, 
and doeth according to all the abominations that the 
wicked man doeth, fhall he live? All his righteoufnefs 
that he hath done fhall not be mentioned: in his 
trefpafs that he hath trefpaffed, and in his fin that he 
hath finned, in them fhall he die,’’ Ezek. xviii. 24. By 
this rule, the following paflages are eafy to reconcile, 
and almoft impoffible without it :—Num. xiv. 34. Judg. 
x. 13. 1 Sam. ii. 30. 2 Chron. xxviii. 9. 1 Kings xxi. 
29. Jonah iii. io. 

To illuftvate this further, take that abfolute promife 
of harveft—** While the earth remaineth,’’ Gen. viil. 
22. Nocondition of any fort mentioned. Not acom- 
mand for ploughing and fowing. Can we think that 
God is bound therefore to give a haryeft every year in 
it’s feafon, if men neither plough nor fow? Should we 


not conclude a hufbandman befide himfelf, if, from 
this 
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this promife, he expected a harveft without any atten- 
tion to the management of his field ? ‘The like reafon- 
ing ought to be applied in every fimilar cafe. It is in 
the ufe of means, that we have a right to expeét the 
fulfilment of the promife, and no way elfe. 

The promifes arelarge, and aumerous, and copious, 
and precious, that our faith may be ftrong; that our 
joy may be full; that our obedience may be free and 
univerfal. When I believe them as promifes to me, 1 
can work, or walk, or fleep with fafety and compofure. 
But can I fin with fafety and compofure too? Can I 
cheat my neighbour ?)Can | difhonour my God? ‘Can, 
I negle&t pofitive, perfonal, relative, focial, moral du- 
ties, with fafety and compofure? No! my heart would 
condemn me, were I to do fo; and God is greater than 
iny heart, and knoweth all things. ‘The way of duty 
always has been, and ever will be, the way of fafety. 
«« The deftruction of the tranfgreffors, and of the fin- 
ners, fall be together, and they that forjake the Lord 
fhall be confumed,”’ Ifa. i. 28. 

N. I have heard your difcourfe with great attention. 
I with I may ftand in awe and notiin, Permit the fol- 
lowing to ftand as a conclufion, and as an expreffion of 
my heast’s defire. 


WHAT daily need have Ito ftrive, 
To keep my faith and love alive; 
To give the moft attentive heed, 

To what I hear, to what I read! 


Should I, through luft or indolence, 
Neglect the means of felf-defence ; 

jiow can I think, expeét, or pray, 

The Lord will be my ftrength and ftay.?’ 


©! may it be my daily choice, 
To hearken to my weice 5. 
Hs 
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To follow him im all his ways, 
The little remnant of my days. 


Thus aéting, T have nought to fear; 

He'll give me ftrength to perlevere : 

His hand will guide and bring me through, 
And I thall prove his promile true, 


B. It may be proper to add, efpecially for the fake of 
thofe who are weak, and often difcouraged, that they do 
not look on every neglect and failure in duty ; every 
tranfgreffion through infirmity ; every hour of darknefs, 


’ doubt and defertion ; every fall through the force of 


temptation, to be a departure from the Lord: That 
on account of thefe evils, they fhould conclude them- 
felves caft-aways. No; by no means, Thefe they 
encourage to look again to Jefus; to be diligent in the 
improvement of means and opportunities, for growth in 
grace, and increafe of ftrength. Yea, even thofe who 
are backfliders in heart, they encourage, by all the mo- 
tives of terror and of mercy, to take with them words (like 
the prodigal fon) and to return to the Lord, who has 
gracioufly promifed—*<« I will heal their backfliding, I 
will love them freely,”’ Hof. xiv. 4. Though they de- 
ny abfolute unconditional perfeverance, yet they recom- 
mend every poor finner, by the great and precious pro- 
mifes, attributes and offices of God and the Lord Jefus. 
Chrift, to take divine encouragement ; to look to him 
for help and fupport ; to look to him for complete fal- 
vation. 

They deny human merit, in point of juftification, as 
fully as any ; maintain that it is through grace, and 
grace alone, that we muft be faved—without the works 
of the law. ‘* That it is not of him that willeth, nor 
of him that runneth, but of God who theweth mercy.” 
That believers are kept by divine power through faith 


‘vato falvation ; not Dy force, but by the 


force. 
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force of argument and perfuafion ; by motives of ‘the 
moft awful and glorious weight. Yet ftill the will is 
left free: the man, the believer, may choofe or refufe. 
That on this account there is danger, and confequently 
need to ** watch—and to pray always,”’ Luke xxi. 33 
— 36. 


SECTION VII. 
Reafons for diffenting from the Church of England. 


Neighé. HY do the General Baptifts diffent from 
the eftablifhed Church ? 

Bapt. Becaufe they think that church erroneous. 

N. In what refpects ? 

B. 1. Init’s form. 2. Init’s principle ; and, 3. In 
it’s practice. 

N. What do they think erroneous in it’s form ? 

B. 1. It being national, whilft thofe of Chrift, men- 
tioned in the New Teftament, were congregational. 
No account of the church confifting of whole towns— 
provinces—kingdoms ; but churches é# particular pla- 
ces: as ‘* the feven churches which are in Afia,” Rey, 
1. 

N. There is a very good reafon for that. 

B. What is that reafon ? 

N. Becaufe whole towns, &c. were not converted to 
Chriftianity. 

B. Do you think they are now? 

N. Goon, if you pleafe. 


B. 2. It’s members ; godlyand ungodly, clergy and — 


laity : and the vaft variety of degrees among the clergy. 
3. It’s 
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It’s rules; human 

of prayer—cuftoms, and ts 

4. In it’s conneftion with the ftate: how as: 
we hear of thechurch and king, as though they werd 
indiyifible but not in.the New Teilament? 

s. In it’s head; the reigning monarch, whether — 
male or female, is the head of the church of England ; 
and has power, (if 1 am not mifinformed) to contro} 
the whole nation, in-religiousthings,.at pleafure. The 
New Teftament churches acknowledged no other head. 
than the Lord Jefus Chritt. ; 

N. What do they think ersoneous in it’s principle ? 

B. In it’s prefuming to poffefs a power which God 
hath never given to any church on earth. 

N. What power is that? 


'To..decree rites or ceremonies, in 


of: faith.——Art. xx. 


N.: Trae; yet it is. aotlawfal-for the church to. 
‘erdain any thing that is contrary ‘todGod’s-word writ- 
ten remember that: and if not t muft 
be confiftent with it to be ture. | : 

B. Perhaps:not. 

How cam it be ? | 

|B. There.are many things, which are neither com= 
dat forbidden, direétly. 

NV. it may ‘are not all thofe hings indif- 
fereiit’?. 

B. By no means; my not a right to 
do every thing which not command them to let a- 
lone; their bufinefs.is to do-what- I it 
be fight. >"> 

N. This I acknowledge 5 but—where is ye harm 
in doing a little more?) 2" 

B. Something elfe, you fhould faid. Chrift’s au- 
thority over US, and our to him, abfolutely 

| forbid 
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‘forbid fuch liberty. God fays, “* What thing foever I 
command you, obferve to do it: thou fhalt not add 
thereto, nor diminifh from Deut. xii. 32. Chrift 
fays, ** Be not ye called rabbi, or mafters, for one is 
your mafter, even Chrift; and all ye are brethren,” 


Matt. xxiii. 8-10. How can a church decree any rite, © 


be it ever fo fimple, or indifferent in it’s own nature, 
without finning againft thefe pofitive precepts of Je- 
hovah ? Were the church to decree, that you fhould 
wear you fhirt, as an upper garment, every Lord’s-day ; 
and, to prove it’s authority, tell you that it is nowhere 
forbidden in the Bible; would not 
impofition ? Suppofing the thing be not forbidden ; 
their afluming authority to infift on you to do it is. 
They could not appoint it to be done, without acting as 
mafters ; nor could you fubmit to it, from their order, 
without acknowledging them as fuch: your fubmiffion 
to the thing ‘would be allowing their authority.— The 
application of this to other unfcriptural rites is eafy. | 
N. I hope the'church will never take upon it to offer 
- fucha thing: I fhould be afhamed of being feen. 
B. They, perhaps, would call it a furplice.—There 
- are many things in the church of England, which ftand 
on this foundation ; and while they maintain the prin- 
ciple, nobody knows how many more may be added. 
_ While it ftands to this; not-only the Baptifts, but the 
_ diffenters in general, will think themfelves juftified in a 
ftate of feparation. They cannot fubmit to fuch ufur- 
pation, without being guilty of what they would efteem 
treafon, ‘againft the only King and Lawgiver to a true 


Chriftian church, the Lord Jefus Chrift. It is not fo 


much the ufe; or the abufe of this principle, which 
they obje& to, but the principle itfelf. 

N. I fee it differently to what I once did ; but what 
do they think erroneous in the — of the mie 
of England ? 


B. Thera 


you think this an | 
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B. There are many things’; I)can only ftay ta name 

afewof them. It’s conftitution and principle almoft 
neceflitate errors in practice.. In fprinkling infants, in. 
{tead of baptizing believers—in godfathers and godmo- 
thers—in teaching children that they were made mem- 
bers of Chriit, children of Ged, and inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven, in their baptifm—in confirmation 
by a bifhop, before communion—in communicating 
with wicked men—in the abfolution, or the forgivenefs 
of fitis—in the burying all perfons, though notorioully 
wicked, as though they had been the moft eminent 
faints, except unbaptized perfons—felf-murderers— 
and thofe under the fentence of excommunication, 
To which muft be added the difcipline thereof ; which 
is by no means-calculated to profelyte the underftand- 
ing, or to reform the heart, or to help the man in ne 
rituals, but to ruin him in temporals. 
muft bé acknowledged, that fome things are not 
quite fo well 2s could be wifhed ; but are there:not, in 
all communities, and efpecially in thofe of long ftand- 
ing, fame, both perfons and things, which-are errone- 
ous? I expect there are among the Baptitts, are there 
not? 

Undoubtedly thereare; but when perfons among 
them are proved to be wicked, they are put away from 
them ; and when things are found to be wrong, they 
alter them. What more can, or aughi they to do? 

N. Doth net,the church of England excommunicate 
wicked men ? 

B. In fome cafes; but feldom for being wicked. 
When did you hear of it excommunicating a man for 
{wearing —lying—whoring—thieving—perjury—covet- 
breaking— 
difobedience to parents, or even murder? 

N. Not often, 1 be@heves but doth not Chrift fay, 
{peaking of wicked men, ‘* Let both grow together 
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until the harveft?”’? &c. which is the end of the world; 
Matt. xiii. 30. 

B. Yes; in the world, but notin the church. In 
this cafe -the direction is, ‘* Put away from among 
yourfelves that wicked perfon,”’ 1 Cor. v. 13. 

N. But fuppofe they fhould be-above half wicked, 
and they aét by a majority, as the Baptifts do; who 
muft put them away? | 

B. Then the cafe would be deplorable indeed! I fee 
no better way than that which the Baptifts purfue; to 
«© Come out from among them, and be feparate, faith 
the Lord: and touch not the wnclean thing; and [ 


will receive you, and will be a father unto you, and ye 


fhall be my fons and daughters, faith the Lord Almigh- 
’—** For what fellowhhip hath righteoufnefs with 
unrighteoufnefs? and what communion hath light with 


darknefs ? and what concord’ hath Chrift with Belial ? 


or what part hath he that believeth, with an infidel, or 
unbeliever ?” 2 Cor. vi. 14—18. 
N. How can they juftify themfelves from the charge 
of fchifm, in feparating from the church of England ? 

B. Juft as the church of England juftifies itfelf from 
that charge in it’s diffent from the church of Rome ; 
that is to fay, when a church infifts on unfcriptural 
terms of communion, the fin of fchifm lies againit the 
church, and not againft him who confcientioufly with- 
draws from it. 

N. There feems a good deal of reafon in this. 
Did you fay; that the church of England diffented 
from the church of Rome? I had ufed to think it was 
the true apoftolic church, with antiquity all on it’s fide. 
How long is it fince it diffented from that of Rome? 

B. \t is about two hundred and feventy-eight years 
fince Martin Luther began to proteft againft feveral of 
the abominations practifed by the cfurch of Rome ; but 
the Pope’s fupremacy was not caft off in England, till 

about 
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ahout the year 1533, of about 262 years ago: and 
then Popery was not renounced ; only the king of Eng. 
land was made head of the church, inftead of his holi- 
nefs. The great principle of Popery has not been dif- 
1% owned in England to this day ; only it is put into the 
ih poficflion of different hands. The church of Rome, 
, had ufed to have the power to decree rites or ceremo- 
nies, and authority in controverfies of faith; but now 
the church of England claims that glorious privilege 
itfelf. The church of England was not reformed from 


ni Popery, I believe, till King Edward’s day$, who died 
he 1553. Then it fell back deeply into it again, in the 
ee fhort, but bloody reign of Mary, who died 1558. 

Thenin the days of Elizabeth, it emerged again, (the 
eis: died 1603) and has not altered materially fince ; only 
a the government has been much more moderate, fince 
| 4 the acceflion of William and Mary; which took place 
ae in 1689. Since then, the difienters from the church of 


England have been moderately fecured by the att of 
Toleration. Before that time, they had no fecurity, 
from the dreadful fcourge of perfecution, to their pro- 
perty, perfons, or lives.—Poor John Bunyan, the au- 
thor of the Pilgrim’s Progrefs, was imprtiones twelve 
years for preaching the Gofpel. 

N. By this account, it feems the church of England 
has not only diffented from the church of Rome ; but 

| | that it has alfo brought along with it it’s mafterly and 
| perfecuting fpirit. But you fay the Baptifts go by 

1 Scripture: the church of England is not Scripture. 
y Po | How do they jultify their diffenting by that ? 

B. What is more plain than that thofe, who received 
the Gofpel, forfook their former religious conneétions, 
as well as their ungodly principles and praétices, and 
became connected with each other in Chriftian fellow- 
hip? Acts iu. 36—47. But the Baptifts can plead 
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more: they were at firfl driven out by fevere and. bar- 
barous perfecution. 

N. For what were they perfecuted 

B. For withing and ftriving to live godl in Chi 
Jefus. 

N. Did they fuffer much by perfecution? © °- 

B. Yes; fome of them did very confiderably: fo 
that it was impoffible for them to have fellowfhip in the 
fpirit with men, who treated them fo wickedly, 

N. True: but where there is no perfecution, is mare 
any juft reafon for diffenting? | 

B. Yes; many: as, when a church receives of 
teaches for dottrine the traditions and commandments 
of men—infifts on unfcriptural rites or ceremonies, as 
terms of communion—futfers wicked and ungodly per: 
fons to continue in the church—departs in do&rine from 
the plain principles of the Gofpel—fets up an humia 
head, inftead of the Saviour. 

N. I feel the force of thefe reafons.. I confefs I 
think a perfon may leave a church when it is fo corrupt; 

B. May? they look on it to be a believer’s abfolute 
duty, to come out from among them, and to be fepa. 
rate. As Chrift is his Mafter, he muft obcy him in this, 
or fin againft him. 

N. You ftartle me now: aman, you know, thould 
a&t prudently, ,or he may bring himfelf into trouble: 
‘ his relations, ,friends, cuftomers, the civil magiftrate, 
muft be attended to? 

B. Yes; juft as they were by the Apoftles, and by 
the primitive Chriftians. 

N. How did they a&? 

B. They forfook all, for the fake of Chrift and a 
good conicience; and when they fuffered for it from 
the civil magiftrate, and were commanded to a& con- 
trary, they boldly replied, ‘* We ought to obey God ra- 
cod than men!” iv. 19, ¥. 29. 

I N. Were 


| 
a) 
me, 
| 


86 Reafons. for diffenting 

Were not-this the way. to, offend them ?. 
B. It had that effe& ; but when nien forbid a man 
to do. that which Aad appoints you 
choofe to pleaic?, 

_N,. The cale is desis better offend: a thoufand men 
than one God;: But, do ‘not of 

afhamed of ; offence—fear—carnal intereft 
of a perfon, who continues 
good-veafons for his diffent.. 
Englands:: thould be'loath to:leave them. And many 
very good: aod ‘furely thefe would diffent 
in ‘the Jewith church, do you think ? Yet believers.on 
forfook all for his fake. ‘Ifyou be not-wiferthad 
thofe good'men ates you will:allow thet: Jefas Chiriftiis ; 
andthe is ‘yout Mafter; and not:thofe wife pood men 
of whom -you'fpéak> othér:fervants'a€t-as they 
pleafe, we muft anfwer to our own Mafter for our own 
conduct. “Happy is'he that condemneth nor himfelf, 
in qnegleQing) *that thing ‘on 
right), Rom. 
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_ are friends, or relations; this approbation;! 
all the great mortals in England’s great nation 
they give me pardon for fins whych are 
Can they give me pleafures which ever fhall 


Can they give me peace when defpairing 
Cap they give me heaven the moment I dit? ‘ 
“Tis wildom, ’tis pradence, to hear and obey, 
_ Whatever my Matter thinks proper | 4 
“How dare T let either my parents or Wife, © 
Lead me to’ difhonour the God of my life’ Pee 
light be beftow'd to iflumine my path, 4 
« And grace all-fufficient to help me til death: 
Henceforth I determine to countiall but leofs ik 
| Bor Jelus, and chearfully take wp my crofs. 


The Nature and Importance of 


| igh do the General Baptilts mean 
Fellowfhip?» 


conneGion of ‘Chriftians one with anothér, in 
| affetion and agreement; to carry on the caufe of God 
aetording to their ideas of ‘his will; to enjoy, to fuffer 
with, and to'help one another, as providence éna- 
ble them and make it neceffary. ° | 
N. Have they any rulés relative to their fellowthip ? : 
_ B. I cannot anfwer for all; fome of them have.” 
N. Can‘yoti point outa few of them? | 
B. Before'they receive ‘into fellow they 
tay before him the following particulats; ferioafly afk- 
ing him) if he ¢an ‘chearfully atqniefte therein. 
1; The Scriptures of God, efpecially the New Tefta- 
_ ment, are the only foundation of their faith. and prac- 
tice: every — muft fubmit to this.. 
La 
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z. Inthofe cafes, which they cannot determine by 
Scripture, they iettle by a majority of votes. 


3. They ‘hold it inexpedient to play at. cards—to 
keep wakes—to go to places of amufement, or rather 


ef temptation; or to be found in the practice of any | 


thing, though it be not direétly finful, in which there 
is no probability of good. 

4- They do not approve of believers marrying with 
ufbelievers : not that they think them obligated to 
their conne€tion ; but, as the nee fays, ** Only in 
the Lord,” 1 Cor. vii. 

5. In cafes of perfonal trefpafs, they ac as direéted, 
Matt. xvii, 1517. Luke xvii. 3, 4. In cafes of im- 
morality, and thofe which affe& the church at large, 
they give intelligence to the minifter, or to the deacon, 
that he may take fuch fteps which feem moft fcriptural. 
This is commonly urged upon them, that they be not 
guilty of covering each other’s fins, and thereby expofe 
the caufe to reproach, and difpleafe the Lord. 

6, What is faid or done in the church, is not to be 


gid out: of 3 it, to thofe who have no bufinefs with it. 


As every family has necefflary concerns of it’s own, 
which it would be ridiculous and mifchievous to publifh 
abroad, fo it mult be in a-religious fociety. 

‘7. ‘The way in which they raife money to defray the 
neceflary expences—the bufinefs of the deacons, who 
are intrufted with the, pecuniary concerns of the 
church—their ftate with refoe& to debts and incum- 
brances, are explicitly Jaid before him, 

8. The duty of the members, to attend all opportu- 
nities of .worfhip, fo far as they can with propriety, 
whether on the week or the Lord’s days, and to encou- 
rage their children, fervants and neighbours to do the 
fame. 


9. To hold together as a body, to promote the glo- 
ry 


a 
. 
j 
/ 
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ry of God, and the good of ‘ath other, dats of man- 
kind in general, according to their ability. 


~ yo. In thofe things, which are indifferent, to beware 


of affecting fingularity ; but to be careful not to facri- 
fice truth and a gdod confcienteé to pleafe “any man. 
To improve their talents in: fach a manner, that © the 
great Mafter may commend them atlaft. 

By this vou may obtain an idea of their order ; ; but 
as their churches are all free and independent, they 
vaty in things of a ¢circumftantial naturé one from 


another ; and perhaps there are no two, ih gs 3 rules ave 
exally the fame. | 


N. Thefe rules feem to me very proper ; {bat is not 


this akin to the church of England, having’ pow gt to 


‘decree rites of ceremonies ? 

B. By no means ;. thefe rules are mioftly founded on 
Scripture ; and thofe which are not, ‘are not fixed by a 
law, but rules of choice for focial order, and alterable 
at pleafure, whenever the church ‘thal think it ‘expedi- 
ent. But with refpe& to the ceremonies of the church 
of England, they are fixed by alaw,; by act of /parlia- 
ment, A member, a parifh, has no option in the cafe; 
neither voice nor choice in the matter. If he Hear, it 
muft be fuch doftrine; if he believe, it muft be fuch 
articles; if he pray, it miuft be in fuch words; if he 
communicate, it muft be in fuch a pofture, as the fejn- 
poral power thinks well to appoint. His own concep- 
tions of truth and order have nothing to do in the af- 
fair. He muft cithe? believe their »or ** with- 
out doubt he thal! perifh everlaftingly.” 

N. 1 confefS there is a difference ; but ‘would it not 
be better to have no rule éxcept the Bible alone ?* 

B. This is the cafe as far as ‘poffible.” Bat'in fome 
things, which the Lord appoints, there muft be‘human 
prudence in doing them. The Lord has appothited 
deacons ; but he hath not faid who are the men.:. this'is 
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left tothe church; and members differ in judgment; 


fore think one the propereft, and fome another.. To. 


‘determine who is the man, what mode fo fair and fatif- 


factory, as for the whole church to give their votes, 
and the greateft number to fettle the point? Here eve. 
ry member is at liberty.to {peak ; no authority in one to 
control another; all as brethren aé& in concert and in 
love. ‘Thus it is in all other cafes. 
W.' Doth the Bible countenance any thing like this? 
of The Baptifts gather their order chiefly from AGs 
i. and that feems very pertinent to the. pur- 
. The perfons are defcribed, as pricked in their. 
receiving the word—being baptized— 


-were.added to the church—continued ftedfaftly in the 


Apoities” and fellowfhip. This fellowfhip 
evidently confifted in union of heart—mutual agree- 
ment, and free participation. So-it is in 2 Cor. viii. 5. 
“* They, frit gave their ownfelves to the Lord, and un- 
to us by the will of God.” 

By thefe paffages it appears, what fort of perfons de- 
fired fellowthip, and that they gave themfelves tothe . 
ehurch, and that the church received them to a free 
participation of it’s privileges ; but with what particu. 
lar ‘words it is not faid.. Here Chriftians are left free, 
provided they-do not trample upon the prerogative of 
Chriit, and on the rights of each other. 

The right of churches to determine by vote, and con- | 
fequently by a majority, they gather, I think, from 
As vi, i-—-7. A difficulty rofe which grew to an evil. 
The Apoftles found it fo. How did they a&? They 
called the multitude of the difciples unto them, and 
faid—** It is not reafon.that we fhould leave the word of - 
God, .and ferve tables.” Mark well! Wherefore, 
brethren, look ye out among you feven men of honeft 
report, full of the Holy Ghoft and wifdom, whom'we 


‘may appoint over this bufinefs; but we will give our- 


felves 


« R 
gr 
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felves continually to prayer, and to the miniftry of the 
word. And the faying pleafed the whole multitude : 
and they chofe Stephen, &c. whom they fet before the 


Apoftles; and when kee had prayed, they laid their 
hands on them.” 


You fee here the manner of a Chriftian eciate, in. 


it’s apoftolic purity ; and take notice, whether there be 
any thing like a national eftablifhment in it. The 
Apoftles did not prefume to be mafters: no; they did 
not fix on feven of their own favourites, nor fend the 
multitude to the univeriity, for feven young gentlemen, 
who were ripe for deacons’ orders; no. The church 
wanted fervants, and they had a right to choofe them 
from among themfelves. This they did, without the 
Apoftles interference. Which done, they are fet apart 
to their work, by prayer, and the laying on of hands : 
not to give them the Holy Ghoft and wifdom; they, 
had thele before ; but as a folemn confirmation of the 
church’s choice and acceptance of them in that office. 
_-This.is the manner of a church of Jefus Chrift. 
Thofe who compofed it, firft gave their ownfelves to 
the Lord, and then to each other by the will of God. 
They united to obferve his ordinances, and to carry on 


his blefled caufe in the world, according to his holy. 


word. 


N. I thank you for the information you have given | 


me. Do the Baptifts look on fellowfhip, as a matter 
of much importance? I afk this, becaufe there are ma- 
py religious people who make very light of it. 

B. Your obfervation is very proper. Foolith vir- 
gins, and idle fervants, commonly make light of the 
. mafter’s inftitutions ; but it will certainly be found one 
day, that “ bleffed are they who hear the word of Ged 
and keep it.”’ 

Some of God’s people of old faid, ** It is vain to 


ferve God: and what A Pry is it that we t have kept his. 


ordi. 


| 
Chri | 
of Chriftian Fellewfip. 
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ordinances ?’’? Mal. ili. 14. And we find, on this ac- 
count, they neglected his inftitutions, and the whole 
nation lay under the curfe of the Almighty. ‘The 
chiircheat Corinth did not negle& his ordinances, but 
they abu‘ed theni; particularly that of the Lord’s fup- 
per. For which “* caufe many were weak and fickly 
among them, and many flept.’”’ The Lord vifited and 
chaftened them for their impiety. 1 Cor. xi. 1734, 
The negle& of ordinances is an evil feldom mentioned 
in the New Teftament: the Apoftle fays, 1 Cor. xi. 2. 
«| praife you, brethren, that you remember me in all 
things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to 
you.’”’? This is certainly a reproof to thofe who neg- 
le& them. The ordinances have always been dear to 
the moft cminent fervants of God, fee Pfa. lxxxiv. An 
indifference to God's appointments, evidences a flight 
of his wifdom, power and goodnefs. It is faying, in 
fact, that we can help ourfelves, guide ourfelves, provide 
for ourfelves, as well or beiter than the Lord will help, 
or guide, or provide for us. The impiety of which 
needs no illufiration. Negle&ers of divine inftitutions, 
contribute their part, towards the rooting them out of 
the world. If all acted as they do, there would be 
none ; that is to fay, none in ufe, It may be well for 
fuch to reflect a moment on the Redeemer s awful words: 
«« But thofe mine enemies, which would not that | fhould 
reign over them, bring hither, and flay them before 
me,” Luke xix. 27. df they be his /friend:, and will 
not let him reign over them, let them fertle this point 
with their mafter. 1 with not to judge or to condemn 

any man. | 
‘The exhortations, direQions, and promifes, are many 
of them given exprefsly to the churches. When the Gof- 
pel was firft preached, how readily, chearfully, and u- 
hiverfally they joined in Chriftian Fellowfhip! and this 
by divine infpiration, by the exprefs will of God. 
Thofe 
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Thofe therefore who neglect this, where it is praética- 
ble, neglect the will of God in this particular, and muft 
anfwer to him for this neglect. 

The Baptifts think that there are feveral duties to be 
attended to, which cannot be done properly but as con- 
nected in fellowthip : and feveral privileges to be enjoy- 
ed by thofe in that ftate, which muft be loft to thofe 
who are out of it. 

' 1. The duty of receiving the Lord’s fupper, Matt. 
26——28. 1 Cor. xi. 23—26. 

2, The duty of bringing offenders to a fenfe of their 
wrong, Matt. xviii. 

3. The reproving or parte away wicked members, 
1 Cor. v. 13. 

4. The fupport of religion, by advice—example— 
property. 

A little refle&ion will fhew the importance of thefe 
duties, and the impoflibility of attending to them, un- 
lefs,we are in fellowfhip. ‘The privileges in like man- 
ner fhew the importance of fuch connection. ‘ ‘Truly 
(faith the Apoftle John, 1 epiftle i, 3.) our fellowfhip 
is with the Father, and with his Son Jefus Chrift,”— 
Beyer’: is the privilege: of, 

Inftrudction, in and Chrifti- 

2. Proteéion from much temptation, and a great 
mean to prevent errors in judgment and life. 

3. Affiftance, by advice, influence, and if necefiary 
more. 

4. Participation in. ordinances, and divine inftituti- 
ons. He is one of the family, of the houfhold of God, 

What an honour, for finful mortals, to be permitted 
to fit down in heavenly places with Chrift Jefus! To be 
brought to the blefled ftate defcribed in Heb. xit. z2— 
24. ‘To come to mount Sion, and to the city of the 
living ver: The aT. Jerufalem, and to an in- 

| numerable 
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numerable company of angels! To the gengral affem- 
bly and chureh of the firlt born, which are written in 
heaven! and to God, the judge of all! and to the {pi- 
rits of men made perfe& and to Jefus, the Me- 
diator of the new covenant! and to the blood of fprink- 
ling, that fpeaketh better things than that of Abel ! 
‘To jee the duties and privileges of a Chriitian church 
at one view, confider the following metaphorical 1: pre- 
fentations, by which the is fet forth in the book of 


God; and then fay, whether it be not of fome iwnpor- 


tance to be a member of it. 
1. ‘The family of God, Eph. iii. 14, 15. 
2. The flock of God, As xx. 28. 
3. The garden of Jefus Chrift, Cant. iv. v. 1. 
4. The heritage of God, Jer. xii. 7. 
s. The hufbandry of God, 1 Cor. iii. 9g. 
G. The jewels of God, Mal. iii. 17. 
. The Lamb’s wife, Rev. xxi. 9g. 
8. The light of the world, Matt. v. 14. 
g. The members of Chrift’s body, Eph. v. 30. 
io. A peculiar people, 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
“1a, The portion of the Lord, Deut. xxxii. 9. 
12, The falt of the earth, Matt. v, 13, 
13; The lambs and theep of Chrift, John x. 27. 
1S——-17. 
14. The Lord’s vineyard, Ifa. v.1, xxvii. 2. 
r5. The houfe of God—the pillar of the truth, 1 
Tim, ii. 15. 


This fhews the privileges and duties of church fel- 
lowfhip, ina beautiful manner: this alfo fhews what 
manner of perfons they fhould be, who conititute a 
church of Chrift. How very different to thofe who 
in general conttitate the church of England, or any o- 
ther natignal church. Weeds among flowers are very 
unicemly, Dogs among fheep are dangerous compani- 
ons. The lamb with the li ion, the dove with the hawk; 


how very abluid how dreadfully unfafe | 


| 
j 


of Ehriflian Fellowfhip. 

N. May not a man have fellowfhip with the Father, 
and with his Son Jefus Chrift, without his joining a 
vifitle church ? | 

B. He certainly may : | it is not’ being: in the-houfe, 
which makes him a child; being in the fold which 
makes him a fheep; being in the garden which makes 
him a flower. No: but if he be a fon, a iheep, a flow- 
er, where fhould he he, but in the houle, the fold, the 
garden? Is it comely, is it fafe fora fon to wander like 
avagabond? Fora theep to ftray in: the wildernefs? 
For a flower to grow in the foreft? . A father may pity 
a beggar, and gracioufly give him food ; but his chil- 
dren have a right to his houfe, to his table, to his bo- 
fom. ‘Thefe he feeds; he watches, he defends from day 
today. Thefe have a right to live at home, to enjoy 
his prefence, to do his will. ie 3 

If there be any, who have real fellowfhip with God, 
they will certainly fee a) peculiar propriety ina Chrifti- 
an church, and feel a ftrong defire to join their aflem- 
bly. Man is a focial creature: birds of a feather will 
flock together. «« He that loveth him that begat, loveth 
him alfo that is begotten of him.”” Love is of @ fecking 
—drawing—uniting nature. Delights incommunicat- 
ing happinefs to, and is ready to fhare in the fyfferings 
of others.. Love is the precious cement of chriftian fel- 
lowfhip ; the mortar which binds ‘the living ftones in 
God’s fpiritual temple together. ‘* He that loveth is 
born of God, and knoweth God, He that loveth not, 
knoweth not God, for God is love.” ‘* We know 
that we have paffed from death unto life, becaufe we 
love the brethren : he that loveth not his brother, a- 
bideth in death.” | 

Chriftian Fellowhhip is a ftate which the new-born 
foul naturally defires :| and though we cannot have it in 
perfection here, on account of human fraijty, yet there 

are fuch ¢njoyments abd, privileges connected with it, 
| | which 
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that wall I feek after ; 


which make it fometimes like.a little heaven earth. 


from the 


experietice of about thirty years... 


« 


“You Get ‘thide Vie” 
their beauty; I feel'their force! Where, indeed, fhould 
the children ‘be, ‘but under the Father's care and pro- 
teGtion?—-** One thing’ have I defired of the Lows; 
that [may dwell in the houfe'of. 
the Loap all the days of uty life; behold the beauty 


of the’Loxn, and to inquire in his temple. For'in the 


time of trouble he fiall hide me in his 


pavilion: in the 


fecret of tabernacle thall ‘he hide me ; he" thall’ | 


to the felf-fame joy? 


company is my delight! 


(My 


|. Where Gody and Chriff, and faints refide, 
Twill refort, I will abide | 


My friends, my relations are? 
Spirit longs to enter in, | 
Open the door, church of God, 
Lmay rett in your abode: 
“That I may thare with you below, 


Aad what thall binder me to join, | _ 
an Fellowhhip fo much divine?” 
Is God my. Father, Chri. my 
Among the children of bis grace, 
ad a pound the throne above, pals 
| perfetted in love, 
AOF this Family?AndI 
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baptizing Believers, and not infants. 


: ‘Bapt. FOU feem bent upon coining a Baptift 


baptiin.... 
1 that : 1 was as baptized in. my 
fare of that?) 
2 How you talk | L have no doubt 
> Bs But perhaps they may.—Permit me ito afk you 


Was you'then’a proper fabjed of 
tg..iDid fabmit it in obedience to Chrift ? 
3. Was you indeed baptized; or only {prinkled ? 
With refpett to the firft, was.a-mere child. If 
that be a proper fubje&i; I wasthat. To the fecond; 
' Lhad.no knowledge of Chrift ;, it therefore could not be 
in obedience to him... To the third; I fuppofe, I was 
done.as others are moft: likely. by; pouring or fprink-— 
ling.—Do thie Baptifts that any thing on 
things 
“1B. Ves; error in of ‘these 
lars, makes your baptifm void in their account. : 
hen I doubt I fhall not come up to Gand. 
Div 
B. They have-no fandard but the Bible's and 
is your ftandard, if you-be a Chriftian; | 
Ve ‘Trae; with to come upito that:: What doth 
it fay with refpect to the Subje@ of Baptifm? =.» 
If. thou heliever, with thine heart, 
niayeft;’” Adts viii: $7. 
Ido that one is Son 
K Did 
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B. Did you believe this when you were baptized ? 

N. I believed nothing about it. | How could I? 

B, Then you are now a proper you were 
not then. 

N. Lam sateeblk How do you prove that it aw 
be done in obedience to Ghrift?) 

B. This is abfolutely effential to any téliglous ad. 
«* OBEY MY VOICE,” is the great precept of Jehas 
vah; Exod. xix. Jer. vil. 23. The'very4in- 
ftitution implies the neceflity of obedience. Could-you 
think, if a perfon were baptized by accident, that it 
would be confidered as his act? If he were baptized by 
force, that this would be imputed to him ?). No: ‘«'To 
obey is better than facrifice ; and to hearken, than the 
fat of ‘rams,” 1 Sam. xv. 22; 234 °** Then they that 
gladly received his word were baptized,’? Acts ii. 41. 
Not baptized firft, whether willing orvinwilling, - 

N. What is baptifm?. what doth the word mean ? 

B. Barclay’s Diétionary defines it as follows :—— 
‘© In primitive times the ceremony was performed by 
immerfion, as it till is iA the Oriental charches, agreea- 
ble to the original fignification' of the word, which 
means dipping or plunging. In primitive’ times it 
feems probable that none were baptized: but adults, 
though feveral learned men contend, ‘that infants were . 
admitted into this facrament.”’ 

Dipping or plunging you {ee is the proper fignifica- 
tion of the word. | 

_N. Do any of the learned.deny this? 

B. I beheve not one ofthem!. 
“oN, Doth the this by any circum- 
tance? 

B. Yes; by feveral. 

1. The places where the ordinance was sdunidifiered. 
jokn baptized in Jordan, (Matt. iii. 13. In Enon, 
near to’Salim, becayle there was much water there,’ 


/ 
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Joho iii, 23. which would not have. been neceffary, had 
not the ordinance been performed -by immerfion. 

22. The circamftances of, going down into the water 
_ to be baptized ;: and of coming up out of the water when 
they were baptized, is further proof of it being done by 
immerfidn, Ads viii. 38, 39. 

3. The defign of the ordimance: ‘* Know ye not, 
that fo many, of us as were baptized into Jefus Chrilt, 
were baptized into his death ? Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptifm into death; that like as) Chrift 
was-raifed up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even fo we alfo fhould walk in newnefs of life,’? Rom. 

“3, 4. -Itmerfion is almoft a literal burial, but 
fox inkling is nothing like it. % 

4. The almoft unanimous teftimony of the learned, 
that immerfion was the primitive pra¢tice, hardly fuf- 
fers the mind to hefitate, but forces conviction, that 
baptizing is dipping,’ and that dipping is baptizing. 
‘To whith we may add, this is the order of the church 
of England ; which fays, ‘* he fhall dip itin the water 


_ difcreetly and warily,”’ ‘* But if they certify that the 


child is weak, it fhall (uffice to pour watey UPON If,’ — 
‘This proves that) our reformers knew that baptifm 
ought to be performed by immerfion, though it be now 
almoft wholly laid afide, and ridiculed as a monitrous 
thing, by the bulk of that community. Lt gg 

N. Do not the Baptifts deviate from plunging | in ex- 
traardinary cafes? 

B.. Not that I know of. 

N. If the thing be but performed, what doh 1 it rs 
nify' how it be done? 

B. 1. Sprinkling or pouring, they think ‘is not bap- 
tizing at all’; ‘therefore in this way the thing is not 
done but evaded. 

es an think that he who appointed the ordinance 
| mult 
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be obeyed punétually and or 
reality he is difobeyed. | 
They think it is very great on . 
them to alter divine inftitutions, ‘to fuit ‘the npcnetes, 
and manners, and prejudices of men, ~ 

4. The great God has abfolutely prohibited fuch an 
attempt. ‘* What- thing. foever I command you, ob- 
ferve to doit; thou fhalt not add thereto, nor diminith 
from it,’’ Deut. xii. 32.. ‘Therefore they dare: not 
it; nor fubmit to it 

N. Do they baptize perfon more. than meet I 
think fome. call them Anabaptifts? , 

B. No; provided it have been done once according 
to the inftitution—by immerfion, aiid to a prete fub- 
yet. 

N. What do they think. 3 is the Deptiin of the Holy 
ody. 

. That which it is defctibed. to be, Aas ii. I—4. 
when’ the day of Pentecoft'was fully come,, they 
were all with one accord in one place. . And fuddenly 
there came a found from heaven, as of a rufhing migh- 
ty wind, and it filled all the honfe where they were 
fitting. And there appeared unto:them clovey tongues, 
like of fire, and it fat. upon each them: and 
they were all filled with the Holy, Ghoft,' and began 
to {peak with other tongues, as ‘the Spirit: gave them 
atterance.”’.. This isa full anfwer to the promife, 
Aas i. 5. ‘ John truly baptized with water; but ye 
fhall be baptized with the Hew. Ghoit, not days 

WN. Do they think that all true believers are baptize 
with the Holy Ghoft? =... 

-B. They believe, that any,man have: not the 
Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his,’”” Rom. viii..9. But 
7 believe that _ now enjoy it in that abundant méa- 

fure, 
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fure, ‘as'to be baptized with it, ‘otoverwhelmed in it as 
it feems the Apoftles were. 

Dé they think this the Eph, iv. 
NO); if this be the one baptifm, there are two or 
-. three’: The fufferings of Chrift is called a baptifm, 
Like so: That of John Baptift, Matt. xxi. 25.. 
as well as the baptifm which Jefus inftituted. 
weet do ‘they dh is the baptifm there 


Father, atid of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft,’’ 
xxviii, 19. 

are their’ for this opinion 

B. Becaufe is the only one which Chrift ap- 


"Phat was the ‘one which the Apoftles requir 


ed of the ‘primitive Chriftians: 
Itas the only one which Chriitians can: feriptural- 


ly 


N. Do not they shiv the: baptifin of the Holy Ghoft 


guite fofficient without dipping in water ? 


B. It appears the Apoftles did not ; for Peter com- 


fhanded them tq be baptized with water, becaufe they 
had received the Holy Ghofit, Atts’x.°47, 48. 
the being baptized with the Holy Ghoft a reafon to 
omit the baptifm of water, that it is a reafon for it. 

N. I think the Baptifts infift more on the baptifm of 
water, than on that of the Holy Ghoft. 


B. Fora very good reafon: the Apoftles did fo, 


Chrift has appointed that of water, to be done in obe- 
dience to him : the other is promifed, to be done to his 
particular difciples. That of water is an active duty ; 
that of the Holy Ghoft is a paffive privilege. It would 
be ftrange, not to fay unfcriptural, to urge a perfon to 


be baptized with the Holy Gholi, this i is in the 


the Lord alone. 


‘That of believers 3 in wiiter’ In the the 


So far is. 


K3 Mark 
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Mark well!—The Holy Ghoft led the Apofiles to 
command believers to be baptized with water ; and thofe 
who were led by the Holy Ghoit, gladly received the 
word, and were baptized in obedience to it. ‘This was 
the manner of the Holy Gholt formerly, . What kind of 
Holy Ghoft muft it be which leads men now to reject this 
ordinance, with the pretence that the baptifm of the 
Holy Ghoft is fufficient without it ? and to obferve the 
{prinkling of infants (which Chrift never appointed), as 
though the Holy Ghoft would have it fo? It is well, 
if it be not a different Holy Ghoit to that which the 
Apofiles and primitive Chriftians were led by ; becaule 
it teaches fuch different things, and leads fuch difter- 
ent ways. 

N. Do not they make too much of water baptifin? 

B. I cannot tell: they make lefs of it than many of 
their oppofers do. Thefe almoift make it a qualification 
for heaven. 

N. This is ftrange indeed! Who be they ? 

8. ‘Vhey fuppofe the bulk of this nation. 

N. Why do they think fo? fome writers make very 
little, almoit nothing of it. 

B. Becauie it is fo exprefied in the Book of Common 
Prayer. In the office of baptifm, it is faid, that the 
** water is fanctified tothe myftical wafhing away of fin.” 
It is coupled with the Holy Ghoft, as though it were of 
equal efficacy in regeneration. At the end of the office 
it is faid, ** It is certain by God’s word, that children, 
which are baptized, dying before they commit actual 
fin, are undoubtedly faved.’’ In the Catechitm, the 
child is taught to fay: ‘* My godfathers and my god- 
mothers in my baptafm, wherein I was made a niember 
of Chriit, the child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven.” : 

When did you hear of the Baptifts, properly fo called, 
making any thing like this of it? 
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N. I fuppofe the Baptilis, in fome cafes, almoft feru- 
ple the Chriitianity of a perfon, who will not be bap- 
tized? 

B. They do; but | not becaufe they think there is 
fome myfterious quality in baptifm, which makes it ef- 
ficacious to falvation ; but becaute the perfon neglects 
that which it is his dxown duty to perform. Whether 
it be baptiim, or any other divine appointment, which 
he lives in the known negle& of ; they have the fame 
{cruples and fears. 

N. Pleafe to illuftrate your meaning. 

B. When they find a man, who will acknowledge 
that he believes baptitm is the Appointment of 
Chrift, and itill lives in the neglect of it; they icruple 
his Chriftianity, becaufe he lives in the negleét of that 
which he profeiies to know to be his duty. They fear 
that pride, fhame, obftinacy, or worldly ard carnal 
views influence him more than Gofpel principles. It 
is a maxim with them, ‘‘ His fervants ye are to whom 
ye obey,’’ Rom. vi. 16. ‘* Ifa man love me, fays Je- 
fus, he will keep my words,”’ John xiv. 23. What fort 
of Chriftians are we, if we do not love Jefus Chrift? 
«« For this is the love of God, that we keep his com- 
mandments,”” 1 John v. 3. By their fruits ye fhall 
know them,’’ Matt vil. 20. 

N. What are their thoughts on the importance of 
baptifin ? 

B. The importance of believers’ baptifm, appears 
from feveral confiderations ; and although it be not a 
faving, a regenerating, or even a fanctifying ordinance, 
yet it is an ordinance of Chrift, and cannot be rejected, 
without rejecting his authority in this refpeét.—Theix 
views of it’s importance may be gathered trom the fol- 
lowing obfervations. 

1. The example of Jefus Chrift, Matt. iii. 13. ‘* He 
that faith he abideth in him, ought hinfelf alfo fo to 

| walk, 


it 
i 
aide 
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| walk, even as he walked,’’ 1 John ii. Leaving 
us an example, that. ‘ye ‘fhowld: follow: his. fteps, 
Pet. ii. 21. ‘It is the higheft honour of a 
| : to be a follower of Chrift whitherloever he goeth, Rev. 
2. reafon for which he was baptized Bor 
iG thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteoufnefs,’’ Mate. 
fii. 15. (If it became him, it furely becomes us. Jf we 
t not fulfil all righteoufnefs;: we commit fin and 
| «« He that committeth fin is of the devil,” 1 John i. 8. 
4. The divine anfwer :+~** This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleafed,”” Matt. 


“If you would have the mighty God: -- 
Approve your conduét now ; | 

Walk in the fteps which Jcfus trod, 
And to his iceptre 


The conimiffion which Chri gave to ‘his 
All power fs giver: unto'me in heaven and if earth. 
Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and-of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoft ; teaching them to obferve al! things what- 
foever I have comtntinded you. ° And lo, I am with you 
alway, everi unto the end of the world. Amen;’!' Matt! 
xxviii. 18, 19, 20. Who can read ‘this and’ not trem- 
ble at the thought of hvings in the'negle@ of believers’ 
baptifm 
| The Apoftles, in obedience to Jefus, when filied 
with the Holy Ghoft, commanded believers to aan 
tized in 'the'mame of «he Lord, Adts'ii. 48,- x. 48. 

6. The general obedience to it by thofe who sicideed 
the Gofpel: No quibbling about: it being effential or 
not effential. ‘Not one rejeéted it; that weread of ; and 
but one delays, and he is reproved and urged with— 
«« And now why tarrieft thou? Arife, and be baptiz- 
ed, A&s xxii. 16. 


7. Thofe 
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7. Thofe who would not be baptized with the bap- 

af tifn of John, are charged with rejecting ** the counfel 
of God againft' themfelves,” Luke vii. 30.” This’ will 
-furely apply with fuperior force, to thofe who rejeé 
baptifin of Jefus. How wife muft thofe be in theirown 
‘conceits, who know better than to take the counfel of 
the Lord? 

8. Rejeéting this ordinance, is ufing our influence to 
deftroy it. If all:men took this liberty, it would be 
doft.. Inftead of letting our light fhine before men; we; 
by our example, lead them aftray. And for the fame 
reafous which we negleé& this, others may any other or- . 
dinance. Thus, the authority and appointments of 
Chrift may be totally reje&ted; and totally. rejected 

rough the example and influence of thofe very men, 

ho are r expected to be the pillar and ground of the 
truth) 

‘We cannot have a confcience towards God, 
while we live in the wilful -negleé&t of his word ‘and ors 
dinances. How can we fay ** Thy will be done,” when 
we will not do it?) How can we have comfort from’the 
thou thought of a Being, whofe inftitutes we do not obey 3 

crofs we will not take up? It lays a bar in the 

rare of peace ; it gives the enemy a handle againft us 
it makes our own heart condemn us; it weakens ouy 
confidence in God, and robs us of that inward 
ny which is worth worlds, | 

It is’ pragtical rejeion of the government: of 
Jefus, and fubmifiion tothat of men. We in condudt 
fay,'** We will not ‘havethis»man to‘reign over us,”’ 
Luke xix. 14. It fets up our wifdom above his ; our 
pleafure above tis; yea, our authority above his. We 
call him Lord, but we will only obey him) im thofe ine . 
ftitutes ‘which we pleafe. If he appoint any thing 
‘which-we do not like, we beg leave, by our conduct, 
to lett it be neki that we will do as we think proper, 

| If 
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If we indulge fuch a fpirit; and live in fuch condud, 
can, we think with pleafure on the well done at. lait? 
J$,it-improving taleits, or burying them? it 
confefling him before men, or denying him? ** Whoa. 
ever therefore fhali be afhamed of me and of my words 
in this adulterous and fioful generation, of him alfo 
fhall the Son of man be.,afhamed, when he cometh in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels,’? Mark 
Vill. 34-+38,  ** Bleiied are they that do lis conymand- 
ments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city,’? Rey, 
xxii, 14, 

, NV. You make me tremble! There is a deal of evi- 
dence in what you fay ; but I hope there are many fin 
cere chriftians, who are not of the amen: opinion ip 
this particular, 

B. hope fo too. Every man ftand or fail to 
his own mafter. I judge no man’s, heast., It,is things 
and facts of which! fpeak; and things and facts ate 
what they are, let men’s opinions be what they may, 

N. Is there nothing to be faid for the fprimkling of 
infants? 

B. Yes, moch; very:much, It has had, and, ftill 
enjoys the countenance of many very able advocates, 
who have written volumes, andiprdbably will more, m 
the defence of it.’ It mutt be confcifed,) that there is 
hardly any thing which they cahmot plead in it’s fap, 
port: but they always dail in of thyee yery 
terial points. 

a. They hawe never proved that God or Jefus 
appoyrted it, 

2. They have never prov ed ta the Apoftles (o anh 
4s once practifed ir. 

3. They have never proved, that baptifin was ever 
done by {prinkling, or, by any other.mode than by dip- 
ping or plunging, ia the tizit, nor perhaps in the fecoud 

hundred 
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hundred years of Chriftianity.—Their failing in thefe 
three things, is failing in every thing. Whatever they 
can fay on divine fubjects without a «* Thus faith the 
Lord,” is no than chaff with the Ge Bap- 
tiits. 
N. ‘Then how happens it, that’ fo ich a- 
bout it 

B. Becaufe God faye nothin g about } it: they are fore 
ed fay all; it ands on their fayalone: ‘The Baptifts 
think ‘that there is not fo much as an allufion to infant 
baptifm ‘(if to any baptifm by fprinkling), in all the 
New Teftament. = ftands entitely’ on human ‘autho- 
rity. | 
NTs not the infant feed of helievers entitled to Bap 
tif, in virtue of their parents faith ? 

We no teafoni to believe it is, from-any part 
of the New Teftament!''’ 

N, Is it not highly probable, that there were infants 
in the whole houfholds, which were 'baptized—in the 
_New Teftament ? 

“BY ‘They think hot: there is good reafon to believe 
that there were no infants ‘in thofe families. ‘They con- 
fifted of fuch'who could believe, rejoice, be comforted, 


addi& themfelves to the mipiftry ; ; were capable of that. 


which is far beyond the capacity of mere babes.—Be- 
fide, were the probability ever fo great, that would not 
do; they dare not act on probabilities, but on diviné 
inftitations. A pofitive duty, muft have a pofitive ap- 
pointment for it’s foundition, or it cannot ftand. 

N. Doth it not come in the room of circumcifion ? Nor 
proceed from the Jewish profelyte baptifin ? | Nor ftand 
upon Chrift taking fuch in his arms and bleffin i¢ them ? 
Nor on their being holy ? Nor on the commiffion, a$ a 


part of all nations ? Nor on the neceflity of being born — 


of the water, as well as of the Spirit? Nor on all thefe 
Scripture confiderations taken together ? 


B. No; 
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flatving for want of bread), A-perfon who. argues 
ngs as'thefe, thews his want of that 
whichis firm and fubftantal, toibiuild wponsiis 
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No; thefe,. all thefe, and a hundred mote fuch, 


not. make an: appointment, of God : .nor. were 
thefe reafons fufficient: to induce the A poftles to. baptize 


infants.that we can learn ;. therefore wot for us. 


N. Then what are all thefe things urged for? _ 


Bi. Bor} For want ofione-+* ‘Thus Gith the Lord!” 
—Thefe reafons would never have been brought, if that 


could -have. been found... When we fee a man feeding 
on chaff,.we naturally conclude that he is befide 


from fuch extra thi 


To clofe this point, let me add ; God has either ap. 
pointed infant baptifm, or he has not. Af he has ; “tell 
me where? 
WV. AGS din, 39- For the promife isto you, and t 


your CHILDREN!” Mark that! 


Do you mark thar! Is baptifm éver the of 
promile ? Isitfo here 2? Are you, this is intended to 
mean mere infants? Is it not rather confined to fuch 
whom.the Lord our God fhall call? Doth at ever appear 

that he‘ calls children of a month, old ? Is there any, 
proof that fuch were baptized by the apoitles then, or at 
any, other time ?--If you cannot fully anfwer thefe 
tions, this paffage will not fupport you. =~ 

+o 1s. pot haptifm inftituted in general terms ? ‘May 


we.not fairly infer. that. infants were intended, though | 


not exprefily named’? aki 

They think not ; becaufe, ‘Baptifn is “not the 
firit thing enjoined in the commiffion; but teaching, 
and then baptizing thofe who were taught... 


Believing is required previous to baptifm, Aas 


i, 37-, which infants give no proof of. 


Baptifm is.a volunteer a&t ; the anfwerofagood 

towards God,’’.s Pet. i iii. 21. Which cannot 
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Infants the defign of ‘the or. 
dinance ; therefore are not fit to be engaged init.) 

ing to'the Lord ? OF 

children to the Lord; to crave his'divine blefling apon 
them. But why fhould this be done with a wet face ? 
‘Why be done ds an appointment of heaven, when itis 
no fach thing; but their own free choice ?) However 
fpecious this may: appears to juf- 
tify ‘infant baptifm. 

What hatin’ cia Ge, fpriokting few 
Grops of ‘clean Water in a Child’s' face? 

B. This is a poor groutid; indeed ! fach as is com- 


monly ‘urged for wakes games, carnal pleafures, lies 


‘oaths, ‘and almoft all the profane nonfenfe in the worl. 


Could ‘you ‘wifh ‘a diyine ordinance ‘to ftand’ on this 
‘ground ? No.’ ’ Yet I fear there is a great deal of harm 
“in it as conne&ted with the intention of it. =~ 

1. It is fetting afide a divine inftitution, ‘fo far as it 


prevails. By doing that, as a religious fervice, which 


God never appointed, we trample ‘that under our. feet 


which he'has appointed ; ‘that ts; ‘believer’s baprifm, 


2, It isa grievous impofition on the publi¢: an im- 
pofition on the fouls of the public. Making them be- 
lieve they are members of Chrift, when they are not ; 
the children of (God, when they are not ; regenerate, . 
when they are not ; entitled to the inheritdtice of ‘hea. © 


_ven, when they are in danger of going to hell. 


4. It lays a bar in the way of Minifters. “How can | 


“they tell their audience, that it is necéffary for them to . 


‘be converted ; to experience the new birth ; ‘or thafit 
is impoffible for them to entef into the kingdom of hea-. 
ven, John iii. 3.. when they have taught them, that 
were made » of Chrift, the children of 


L | Goa, 
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God, and the kingdom in their 
baptifm? 

.» 4. It alfo lays.a ftumbling-block. in the way of fin- 
ners. They are induced hereby to think that they are 
what they are not; have done that which they have 
not; are entitled to that which they are not entitled to; 
and confequently to. negle& thofe things which belong 
to their fouls peace and the glory of God... Would you 
have made half this boggling about being, MRPs 
were it not for this infant fprinkling ? - 

N. Let me alone, I beg of you !. Geni it be thought 
poffible that fo many thoufands of wife, learned, good 
men would live fo many ages in the practice of this, if 
it were not founded on the word of.God?) |. 

B. -Chriftian -candour would compel us .to conclude 


that they would not : yet all thefe wife, learned, good 
‘men have never been able to prove infant baptifm, to be 


of divine appointment, or that it was ever pradtifed in 
the days of the Apoitles ; and many of them have con- 
feffed as much. 7 

N. What thea muft become of poor lakants: if they 
die without being baptized ? 

B. Become of them? Why, go to heaven and be hap- 

py for ever? What fhould become of them? 

N. Do the Baptifts think that poilible ? Pe 

- B. Yes; certain! as fure as if they were baptized 
twenty times !—-What ate you making of baptifm now 
—w Saviour ? 

N. No; God forbid! Chrift is the only Saviour, 


and he fays, Of fuch is the kingdom of heaven ;” 


and that is enough.———I_ am thinking what I am the 
better for being what they call baptized in my infancy ; 


and I cannot make it out. 


B. And | believe nobody can tell you. 
N. Then I think it is neceffary for me to att for 
myfelf : 


/ 
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myfelf: to fee what Chrift = and to do what he 
appoints. —But——— 

B. But what? 

N. The weather is fo very inclement. One might 
catch one’s death, by going over the-head in water now. 

B. So you may, if you do not! Did you ever hear 
of any perfon being injured by being baptized i in cold 
weather ? 

N. I have heard but little ‘about it ; do you think 
that it may be, done with fafety ? 

B. Certainly } 1 never heard of a perfon being injur- 
ed hy it in my life. This very winter, Deceméder the 21, 
1794, (which was a very tharp froft, fo that they were 
obliged to break the ice before, they went in) there were 
eighteen perfons (two women, and fixteen men) bap- 
tized in a rivulet near Melbourne, in Derbyfhire, by 
immerfion: and not one of them received the leaft 
injury thereby. This was done, it is fuppofed, in the 
prefence of at leaft five hundred {pectators, by one ad- 
miniftrator ; and the whole time did not exceed fix mi- 
nutes. 

N. Aftonithing ! Then I fee, every body is not afraid 
of cold weather, and cold water, if I be. 

R. When a poot finner fees the love of Chrift to him, 
and confiders what @ baptifm of fufferings and forrows 
Jefus went through for his fake, he feels a difpofition 
and refolution to ** deny himfelf, to take up his crofs, 
and to follow’? his divine Mafter.in every thing which 
he has been pleafed to. appoint. He remembers his 
promife: ** Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end 
of the world ;”’ and this gives him fupport and comfort. 
We may depend upon it, that ‘* If we fuffer, we fhall 
alfo reign with him: if we deny him, he alfo will deny 
2 Tim. ii. 12. 

WN. I fully acquiefce in your opinion. I fhall deliber- 
atc on this fubjed, and mean to act according to con- 
| 2 {cience. 
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feience, May the great God help me.to form a proper 
judgment, and to praétife what he teaches.—I cannot 
help thinking of eighteen perfons being baptized in 


oye fhort, tharp, froity day. Let it be perpetuated in 
the following lines. 


AND has the Saviour fill a few, 
Who hear his voice and him purlue? 
Wht boldly date efpoufe his caule, 
And yield obedience to his laws? 


Heroic fouls! courageous men! 

Who ftill the fight of faith maintain | 
Who, meckly, with their Saviour go, 
Through wat'ry deeps, in froft and {now, 


Firm and fedate they march along, 
Regardlefs of the {coffing throng : 
Tn vain the elernents combine, 

To quench the flame of love divine. 


Down to the wat'ry grave they prefs, 
Their Lord and Saviour to confels ; 


“There in devotion to his name,. . . 
Are plung’d, are bury’d in the ftream, 


Angels beheld them fink andriff, 
And bore the tidings to the tkies : | 
Swift as the rays of light they flew; | 

And heav'n receiv’d a tranfport new,— 


Still may they all his counfel hear, 

And grace enjoy, to perfevere; | 

Till they behold him asheis, === 
And battie them in the fount of blifZ. = 


SECTION 


. 


| 
SECTION 
anner of baptizing and of receiving into Fellowpbip- 


Neighé. YW RES a perfon defires to be baptized, 
how do they proceed ? : 
Bapt. The Minifter, andeommonly fome other mem- 
bers, defire him to fignify what induces him to wifh to 
be baptized. If his reafons:are fuch as indicate him 
to be a converted man, and his views of the ordinance 
are {criptural ; they inform him, that they haye no ob- 
jection: but if he defire to join the church alfo, they 
muft lay his requeft before it, for the general informa- 
tion and concurrence of every member, 
N. -Do they fometimes baptize a perfon who doth 
not intend to join the church? . | 
Bs Yes; fome of them do, It fometimes happens 
that his diftance of abode makes it impracticable to be 
a member with them, as the Eunuch, A&s viii. 39. 
Sometimes he is already connected with a company of 
perfons, with whom he can enjoy followfhip as she dear 
people of God, although they do not make ufe of be- 
lievers’ baptifinj-—lf this be the cafe, the Minifter acts 
on his own judgment, without troubling the church on 
the fubjeQ. 
_ N. This feems candid I confefs. . If he defire to join 
the church, how do they a& then? 
B. At the next church-meeting the members are in- 
formed of his defire, and atked their. opinion of him 
with refpe& to his conyerfion, charaéter, and condué. 
If thefe are not fufficiently known (which is often the. 
cafe) the matter is put off, and the members are de- 
fired to obtain what knowledge. they can of him, and 
acquaintance with him, by the next church-meeting. 
Then, if nothing appear forbidding, and the churchis 
fatisfied, he is told that his requeft is agreed to. 
a | L 3 N. Sup- 


| 
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LN. Suppofe the church be not fatisfied ; we do 
they a& then? 

B. They poftpone it to another church-meeting, for 
farther proof; except there be fufficient reafon to refufe 
him: if fo, he is informed of this. 

N. Then they will not receive a man on his bare 
profeffion ? | 

|B. No! ** Not every one that faith Lord, Lord, 
fhall enter into the kingdom of heaven,’’ nor into the 
church of Chrift: too many by. their conduc belie 
their profeffion. 

When he is informed. of the church’s fatisfac- 
tion, how do they proceed then? 

—B. They let him know of the time of baptifm, and 
defire him to meet the Minifter and a few judicious 
friends, that he may receive further information rela- 
tive to that ordinance, and to their church order and 
difcipline.—If he come as expected, the Minifter tells 
him freely any plainly their views of chriftian fellow- 
fhip, with refpe& to privilege and duty ; ferioufly ad- 
vifing and warning him ‘to a& confcientioufly asin the 
fight of God; that he neither deceive himfelf nor the 
church: withing him to fay freely, whether he approves 
of and can fubmit to fuch rules as they believe to be 
confiftent with the Scriptures of God.—The fubftance 
of which, fee Sect. VIII. page 87—89.——They alfo 
converfe with him freely on the loving kindnefs and 
faithfulnefs of God ; the fufficiency and freenefs of the 
Gofpel of Chrift; the common experience and trials 
of the followers of Jefus ; the precious promifes and or- 
dinances which are intended for their fupport and com- 
fort; the obligations they are under to the Lord Je- 

fus Chrift, to deny themfelves, and to take up their 
crofs, and to follow him in all his ways and appoint- 
ments; fhowing how unworthy we are of the love of 
the Redeemer which him from the fummit hy 
blifs, 


| 
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andof into Fellow/bip. 
blifs, to die fo miferably for the redemption of fuch 
ungodly creatures—That they may encourage him to 
go on with chearfulnefs, and to fee what relith he has 
for {piritual things, | 

N. This difcourfe. mutt, I think, be of great and 
lafting ufe to the candidate at this particular time. 

B. It is not eafy to eftimate the utility of this free 
converfation: the benefits of it are mutual. Thefe 
are often precious moments tO the whole, company. 
Hereby a flame of love is kindled in their hearts, which 
promotes an affection and a fellowfhip fomething like 
the foretafte of heaven. It has a uniting, ftrengthen- 
ing, animating, and encouraging effect, hardly to be 
defcribed by words, It builds them up in faith and 
love, and begets a mutual confidence, which grows 
and terminates in eternal friendfhip.—How unmean- 


ing.and infipid, not to fay unfcriptural, the fprinkling 


a mere infant, with all it’s ceremony, in comparifon 
with this edifying and experimental difcourfe ! 

N. Unmeaning and — indeed !—How do they 
proceed then? 

B. If he be ftill defirous to join the church, he, with 
the Minifter, both being decently habited, go toithe 
water, where there are commonly a number of friends 
and others collected together. ‘Then the Minilter de- 
livers a difcourfe fuited to the occafion ; which done, 
they ufually fing an hyma and go to prayer. Then 
the Minifter walks down into the water, and the per- 
fon to be baptized follows him. . After a folemn paule, 
he gravely fays, ‘‘ I baptize thee in the name of the 
_ Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoit.’” Then 
he deliberately puts the candidate under the water ; 
who, after a moment’s recollection, walks out, and is 
accommodated with change of raiment. 

N. How do they proceed then? 

‘3B. They retire for a little refrefhment. 


Then, 
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‘Then, the congregation being’ reaffem bled, “they prow 
ceed to receive him as member of the church. "Phis, 
with fome of them, is in the following manners" > 

The perfon baptized is told by the Minifter, that‘he 
finds his requeft has’ been agreed to by the church: 
that if he ftill defire to join as a member; to partake 
with it in privileges, duties, -agrd fufferings, lie wifhes 
him to fignify it by holding up his‘right- hand. ‘If this 
be done, the churclr is told what fteps itave been taken, 
and then afked, if it can receive him Chriftian 
Brother ; and defired to fipnify ir, by holding: up their 
right-hand. If this be unanimous, the Minifter then, 
with a few words, and fometimes tears of joy, gives 
him, in the mame of the church, and as it’s fer- 
vant, the right-hand ; which is called the right-hand 
of fellowfhip ; “with a fhort prayer for the divine bilef: 
fing to attend both. - Afrer this, they fing an hymn; 
and the Minifter delivers'a clofe and folemn-charge to’ 
the new member, pointing out his obligations to every 

onal, relative, and focial*duty. 

N. Do they generally baptize and receive them inte 

fellowfhip in a public manner? 
B. Yes; the more public the more acreeable, pro- 
vided they are not crowded or interrupted = they do no- 
thing in the dark; but all openly, and in the _ of 
day. - 

N. Do they admit ftrangers to be prefént at the re- 
ception of members, and at the adminiftering the 
Lord's fupper ? 

B. Yes, freely ; no matter. they’ 
have decently. 

N. I feel half determined to fe their praétice for 
once, if you think they will not be jealous of me, ant 
take me for a fpy. 

ee encourage you to do fo by all means; but pyr: 
‘mit me to give you a word of advice. 


I. Lay 


/ 
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1.) Lay. afide prejudice, as.much as poffible, that 

_ you may fee things.in their proper light, and judge of 
their conduct impartially. 

2. Do not conclude their doftrine or pradtice wrong, 
becaufe they may differ from what you have been ac- 
cuftomed to; but from their agreement or difagreement 
with the holy Scriptures, 

3. If you think any thing exceptionable, converfe 
with the Minifter on the fubje&, that you may know 
their reafons for their conduét. 

4- Do not fatisfy yourfelf with once going and once 

- feeing : by one opportunity you will form but a very 
imperfect idea of the matter. 

5. I need not defire you to behave with decency; to 

- fome I fhould think this neceffary, becaufe at fuch 

times there are often’ a number of giddy—high-minded 

_ —profane wretches, who divert themfelves and others 
of their clafs with the moft'indecent language,’ and fil- 
thy buffoonery. Chriftians, who'can fcoff at the prac- 
tice of primitive Chriftianity! All the argument in 
fuch ridicule, is in favour of thofe who are ridiculed : 
but this is not always. confidered ; and fometimes the 
innocent are led into error by bad examples. * 

N. I thank you for your advice and caution: hope 
I fhall have more civility, if not more grace, than to 
ridicule what I may not approve. But, I confefs, that 
I am half converted to their opinion; it appears to me 
fo very fimilar to the New Teftament practice. I can 
hardly help faying, ‘* See here’ is water, what doth 
hinder me to be baptized ?” 

I feel a peculiar pleafure, and divine gratitude 
in my heart, that the Sun of Righteoufnefs has dawned 
in my day, in my neighbourhood, and on my neigh- 
bour. Happy, very happy» fhould [ be in you as my 
companion to the houfe of God. As a member of his 

I can fay, ** Come in, thou 
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of the Lord, wherefore’ ftandeft thou without ?” Gen. 
xxiv. 31, Delays are not only dangerous, but delays 
are loffes too. Now begin to eniey and to improve thy 
privileges. Now begin to do fomething for him, who 
has done fo much forthee. ‘* Arife, fhine, for thy 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is rifen upon 
thee,” Ifa. lx. 1. Let us rejoice in the profpedt of, 
and anticipate, that glorious day, which haftens on, 
when * the fulnefs of the Gentiles fhall come in—and 
all Ifrael fhall be faved,” Rom. xi. 25,26. When 
‘© the earth fhall be full of the knowledge of the 
LORD, as the waters cover the fea,”’ Ifa.xi.9. This . 
perhaps is not far diftant: let us fing in expeCation 
of it. | 
THE happy time is drawing nigh, 

When tribes of mén as clouds thall fly; 
_ Like flocks of deves defore the wind, +o 
dwelling, with the Lord to find, 


When light thal! vifit every foul, 

And truth prevail from pole to pole; . 

The reign of {in and Satan ceafe, 
And every nation live in peaces 


When all thall love Jehovah's caule, 
And yield obedience to his ‘laws : 
Obedience fuch as anzels 


Iw all they chink, iv all'they 

How bleft are we, whole-eycs furvey 
The dawn of this celeftial day! 
O may come—and come apace, 


And vit ail the human race! 


Then thal! the Gofpel trumpet blow ! 
Then thall the ifles their Saviour know! | 
Then hail the poor, the lame, the blind, 
A full fupply in Jelus find, 


| 
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Let us, my Neighbour, now begin, 

To rife above the power of fin ; 

To thew the light which we enjoy, | 
The Lord of ‘life to glorify.— | 


Sov’ reign of all the worlds ‘above, 
And worlds below; thou God of love! 
© hear the whole creation pray 

And groan for ul day. 


SECTION XT. 


and Manner of their Churcb- Mevtings, Cons 
ferences and Affociations. 


Neighs wer. is the Defign of their Church- 
meetings ? 
, Bapl. To infpect and to manage their church affairs. 

N. What affairs have they to manage? 

B. Such as necefiary: expences—fettling difputes, 
and difficulties—confideration of candidates tor baptifm 
and fellowfhip—reproving diforderly members—the 
ftate of the poor, the fick, the. perfecuted—to give and 
to receive intelligence which concerns the church, or 
individuals—how they can beft promote the glory of. 
God and the good of mankind. In fhort, any thing, 
either temporal or fpiritual, which fcems calculated to 
do good, or to prevent evil, 

N. How do they raife the money ? 

R. By voluntary fubfcription. They have no laws 
to compel. 

N. Is not this very irregular, and fometimes inade- 
quate? 


£. Undoubtedly it is both; but this cannot be help- 
ed, 


it 
| 
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fions more dire&tly againft God; are laid before the 


Chniftianity now had mankind been! 
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ed,” 
terly abhor. 

N. How do they determine on any fubjef; in which 
there is a difference of opinion? 

B. Generally bya majority of votes... 

N. Do they admit the women to vote as well asthe 
men? Wit 

Admit! wha teen Male 
and Female are all one in Chrift Jefus.”” Some have 
axtempted to refrain years back ; but I think not 
of late. 

JN, How do they deal with diforderly members ? 

B. According tothe nature’of the crime. Perfonal 
trefpafies, as taught, Matt. xviii. 15—17. Tranfgref- 


church, and it judges, réproves, reftores, or expels, ac- 

a Do they infli@ any penance, or corporal punith. 
on 

B. Nos the idea of that they abominate | Their 
weapons are not carnal. 

N. they invariably a certain cenfure for a 


tain crime ? 


B. No; dhs tty 
the offender, and other circumftances, frequently alter _ 
the-cafe very materially. Sins of infirmity, and fins of 


obftinacy, call though the afti- 


ons may be the fame. 
N. What are the ends they have ine By Ga 
? 
B. The glory of God ; ‘the infiraBion, purity, ‘and 
peace of the church ; the deftruction of' fin, and the 
of the Ginner. 
Would to God that thisthad been the 
the intention of all the religious difcipline in all ages 


But 
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ihine, how do they a& then? 
Put. it off to another time, 
tain further information. Sometimes they oe 
matter to the Conference. bak 
What becomes of the member, 
poe of is he in the church or outofit? 
Ta the church, but fulpended from ciititch privi- 


N. Do all the Baptifts allow of fuch fulpenfion ? at 

 , .B. They fome of them difallow of it in principle; Out 
‘I fancy they all allow of it in praflice. 

| What ‘ean they af contrary to their own prin. 

ciples?” 

_ which they allow not; yet they do not allow themielives 

to live in fin; 

Refer i it to the you what do 
mean by the conference ? 

B. A company of men, who mect at dipcinhid 

 feafons, to confer on, the difficult concerns of. the 

charches. 

eee Who are the. perfons who confttute the confer. 
‘ence ? 

B, ‘Thole members of ‘the churches who faftain’ an 

“office 3 fuch as minifters and deacons ; and others whe 

‘are fent by the chutchies in fpecial cafes. ieee 

IN. Where is their conference held? 
B. It moves from church to church, ‘fo that it goes 

“round in about two years. 

How is theexpence defrayed? 

By Every church bears the expence, when it enjoys 

| 
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122 Defign and Manner of their Conferences. 


N. Is not this very irregular ? | 
; B. Very much fo. It is in contemplation to alter 
this. 
N.. What is the leading defign of the conference } 
B. The fupport and the furtherance of religion, in 
principle and praGiice. They meet to confer with each 
other on fubjects of difficulty, that the beft judgment 
poflible may be formed—to aflift by mutual inftru@ion 
and encouragement—to watch and to warn againtt 
errors in doctrine and life—to confider the neceffity or 
utility of any expentive propofition, and to reprefent 
the general opinion to the feveral churches—to appoint 
the fupply of preachers where minifters may be wanted, 
removed, fick, or dead. Jn fine, to deliberate on any 
fubje& which concerns any particular church, or the 
connection at large. 
N. Is there any preaching at the conference ? 
B. Yes; always one fermon, and fometimes two. 
N. How is the conference conduéted ? 
B. Much like their church-meetings, though often 
more faid and lefs done.—The following is an epitome 
of their rules, taken out of their conference book. 
1. The moderator to open the meeting with prayer. 
2. The cafes to be confidered, muft be prefented to 
the moderator in writing, and by him to the conference. 
‘That unwritten cafes be not attended to till all thofe in 
writing are finifhed, nor then without the confent of 
the major part of the conference, 
3. The moderator to prevent, or to fupprefs all ir- 
regularities, which tend to diforder and confufion, 
4. The moderator to judge when a fubje& has been 
_fufficiently debated, and te put it to the vote, whether 
there fhall be any more faid upon it at that time ; which 
fhall be decided by the majority. 
. When there is an equal number on each fide, the 
moderator to decide it by having a calting vote. 


+ 
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6. The moderator to choofe a fcribe, that he may 
_be at liberty to attend to the affairs of the conference. 

7. The moderator fhall afk every minifter his opini- 
on of the fermon which has been preached ;' as alfo the 
giving out of the hymn and the prayer; that they may 
make their free eens on both, with refpe& to matter 
and manner. 

8. The mirifter of the church, where the conference 
is held, be the moderator for that time. 

~g. The members from the church, that is to have the 
next conference, to nominate the minifter who is to 
preach at it. 

N. Are thefe rules pun@tually regarded by them ? 

B. No; they had ufed to be read every quarter of 
a) ‘year, but now perhaps fcarcely known by fome of the 
members of the conference: what you muff gather from 
them is a kind of general idea. 

“N. Is the conclufion of conference binding on 
churches or on individuals ? 

8B. No; they mean no more than opinion and ad- 
vice: the parties concerned are free to judge and to 
a&t for theinfelves, atcording to the bias of their own 

. If the matter Ail! remain undetermined, how do 

then ? | 

B. Sometimes oy refer the cafe to the Annual Af- 
fociation. 


N, Affociation ! what do you mean by that ? 

B. A kind of general conference of all the confer- 
ences of all the branches of the whole connection, 
which is holden once a year; fometimes in one part, 
and fometimes in another part of the kingdom, and 
fometimes in London. 

N. Has the affociation authority to fettle difputable 


‘aeiad | and to fhut up the bufinefs for ever? 
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104 Dofgn etd: Manner of their Afociations. 
logit bas) authority than the confer- 
the. churches: are all 
they do not citeem it a tribunal. . 
What of dificult cafes after this2, 
‘They commonly deop here, and the parties think 
and af on their own opinion. . 

Gativast, af.they cannot fettle thefe difficult cafes? 

&. ‘The utiuity of them is very great in many points 

of views and hens, are myfte- 

. rious, obftinate cales, which are obliged to be given up; 
thefe are but few, in comiparifon of the many im ant, 
tales, which are inveftigated and treated fo clearly as to 


Completely 
chasches..... gs 
might be of greater, were they better conduded) in 
galing an acquaintance with the remoteft minifters . 
| and copgregations, with their refpedtive ftates, through 
the whole conardtion, and of cementing in one common — 
Chriffanity and friendhhip, the Supporters of, the Ge- 
. "eral Baptift intercit in the whole Kingdom. . 
fam pleafed with the account you 
give of this people. Throughout the whole of their 


principles and praGice, they feem: to be {0 reafonable, 
fo candid, and -fo fcriptural, 


ye of the Lond | 
keep the narrow way;. le 
‘Engage for your fuppgrt, 
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Phetnith withour 
Eearn, by the Promile, bold, 
And, by the Precept, wile, 


din things which ore 
And after Jefus prefs: 

Let.thoughts of glory fill your mind, 

glory you pollets. 


‘While trent on thiftge divine, 

Or of the Saviour talk; 

ind preach hint in your walk, 


As pillars in the houfe of God, 
| faithful to your 


if 


“SBCTION 
om the Lora s-Day, andthe Lard 


 unfettled. I believe they in. general think that the. 
fabbath is is abolithed, yet that there are many 
reaféns for ‘a -day toithe Lord ; though not - 
obferved their fabbath. . 2 
Why do they think shat the Jewith ie 
abolihed? 
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726 Thoughts on the Lord’ s-Day. 


B. 1. Becaufe they think it was a fhadow of things 
to come, or of the Gofpel difpenfation, Gal. iv. g—11. 
Col. ii. 14-17. and it now has received it’s accom- 
plithment. 

a. They think all days alike in their own nature, 
Rom. xiv. 5—7. and that the fanctity of the feventh 
day was only ceremonial, and fuited tothe Jews in their 
civil and religious capacity. it doth not appear that 
it was ever given to other nations in the manner that 
it was to them, or for the like intention ; if it were 
to other nations at all. See Deut. v.15. 

. The Chriftians, in the New Teftament, are never 
direbted to obferve it, nor blamed for the neglect of it: 
and when we contider how many Gentiles were convert- 
ed, and wanted inftruétion on every divine fubje&t, and 
that nothing is faid to them on the fabbath- day ; ; it is 
a ftrong prefumptive argument in favour of it’s aboli- 
tion. 

1 Chriftians fo generally obferving the firft day, i in- 
ftead of it, ftrongly fuppofes thatthe feventh is laid afide: 
if this be/not the cafe, they fin in a double fenfe. 

N. How do they fin in a double fenfe, who obferve 
the firft day inftead of it : 

a Se working on the day which God has forbidden, 
and in refting on that day which he wee appe:nted for 
labour. 

NV. Then oh do they obferve a ae of reft at all >. 

B. 1, It appears reafonable, perhaps neceffary, that 
fome portion of time fhould be fet apart for the | 
fervice and folemn worfhip of God; that he may be 
remembered, acknowledged, and praifed, in a public 
and regular manner by his rational creatures. 

- @. The comfort of man and of beaft ; to be relieved 
from the inceffant toil of daily labour. Confidered in 
a‘civil fenfe, it is a great good, to the commonalty ' 
efpecially. Life would be a burden indecd, were there: 

no 
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no intervals of reft. . This gives them an opportunity 


to improve the means of grace, that they may have the 


comforts of religion here, and a world of happinels at 
lalt. 

3. The great God refine from his labour, is a reafon. 
as great now as it was when it was at firft urged, Gen. 
2, for’aught we can fee; and it being given as 
a reafon again to the Ifraelites, Rrengthens the argue 
menf. | 


4. It is that thofe, who plea for the 
non-obfervance of a day to the Lord, feldom do it from 
a principle of duty to God, but from,fome motive-which 
it is feared is carnal ; to gratify a carelels, pavetens, 
worldly temper. 

5. If there be no regular time fet apart for reft from 
labour, and the exercifes of religion, ‘how and when 
muft the blefied and glorious Gofpel be preached to, 
and heard by poor perifhing finners; who few of them 
can read, and fewer can underftand the things ot God, 
without the miniftry of the word? 

6. Chriftians find, by experience, that they cannot 
ferve God and mammon. If their minds are not releaf- 
ed from worldly affairs, their hearts become cold, and | 
hard, and dead to God. ‘They feel in their own expe- 
rience the importance, and the neceffity of frequent 
opportunities to wait on the Lord ; and they know‘ that 
it muft be the fame with others. 

7. There is a reft which ftill remains to the people 
of God, Heb. iv. 7—11. The glorious and eternal 
reft in heaven. This had need’ often be thought of 
and prepared for. We had need fear, Ieft through 
floth, carnality, unfaithfulnefs, or cold indifferency, 
we fhould any of us come fhort of that reft. 

N. If God refted the feventh day, and fan@ified it as 
a reft to man ina ftate of innecency, and again com- 
manded 
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128 Thoughts on the Lord’'s+Day. 
mended it to Ifrael, with-an awful remember, what rea- 
fon canne given for changing it'totanother day? 
Bit. Becaufeour Lordy his Apoliies and the print. 
tive Chriftians have given us the example ; probably to. 
lead us to commemiorate an event-of im- 
to finners, than that of ‘the creation of the 

world: that is, she 


On Jefas appeared to his Dittiples, John 
195 26. - b 


On this day it is believed the Holy Ghoft wes given, 
and three thoufaud fouls converted and baptized, AGs ii. 
XX. 7+ 
On this day they made their colieaions for the poof 
Onithisalay the his revelation, 
Rev. 1. 9, 
as the civil magilirate has fet-apart this, therefore at is.. 
right. to. be obferved., ne 
with fome.. «. 
many people, wholook on it to be asfagred.as the 
fabbath was to them, and are greatly tumbled when 
they fee perfons proiefang godlinefs pay,; but: little at- 
‘tention to the Lord’s-day.—Thefe.perfons, ‘who think 
this,a_poor reafon,, [ could with to read carefully Rom. 
xiv..and Cor. (faith the Apoitle,. and. 
fo, we may day Days) commendeth us not. to, for 
neither, if we eat, are,we, the better ; neither,:if-we cat 
not, are we the wortic,, 
this liberty of yours ito.them). . 
It is thought by ju us. men, are 
fame General Baptifts of confiderable abilities, who do 
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Thoughts on the Lord’ s-Day. P 129 
more hurt to the caufe of religion, by their inattention, 
to the Lord’s-day, than all the good they do in other 
refpects can counterbalance—who are a ftanding figs 
ma to the caufe they. efponfe, through this licentious 
conduct. How awful! This has been a grief to many.’ 
But difcipline in this cafe is not very clear. 

N.. I confefs:it has. been injurious to me ; I did not 
know.that.the Gofpel gave fo much liberty as [ now, 
difgoyer: I thought, the fourth command applied to, 
theLord’s-day ,with the fame force, as the Jewish, 
fabbath.. Herein, fee my miftake, but I feel for thofe, 
whoare ftillin‘bondage. We had not need lay.a fhadow 
in their way, for they take it fora fubftance; and while. 
that is the cafe, it is a fubftance to them.—How do — 
think the Lord’s-day thould be obferved? 

B. 1. As aday of reft from labour, frous 
tifications and amufements: ‘that the animal 
fpirits may. be invigorated, and relented 

he worthip of God, , shd in. the 
nul enhance which he has been pleafed-to appoint. | 
"That we°may improve in knowledge and grow in grace, 
and hereby be fitted to anfwer the main ‘ends of out 
creation—to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever. 

WN. Do they allow of no worldly bafinefs being. done 

on this day in any cafe whatever? | 

‘B. Yes; they think it lawful t6'do good on any day: 
Works of neceflity, of charity, and of mercy, they can: 
attend fo withouf difficillty. They know, that even ‘* the 
fabbath was made for man, and not man for the fab- - 
bath,’’ Mark ii. 27..' Butall'worldly things which can” 
as’ well be done on another day, they think it is wrong, 
a‘fhame to do on the Lord’s-day; either by themf{e!ves,~ 
their children, or their fervants.—They abhor the com-° 
mon ‘praGtice of cleaning Knives, fhoes, getting in hay, 
pulling turneps, cleaning a whole dung 
t 
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fables, eWeiz fetvahtd on errands, &. on 
this whith is Fetapart for 
Lofd’s.diy; ‘ahd ‘point to ‘obferve’ it in this 
manner. Although we at teléafed from ‘it! asa yoke 
: of bondage, we ought tot to vifé’ otit liberty for an oc- 
cafion ‘tothe fieth,' but "by love ferve’one another. It 
feems to me great prefemption té fiy inthe face of the 
prattice OF fefis and’ his ‘Apdftles—of the civil 
mapifttate—and of weak, or prejudiced, ‘ot uninformed 
Chriftiaris; to gratify ottfelves, 


N. Bo they the Lord's Prayer in ‘their public 
|B. Notincemmon,. beraufe they think that Chritt. 
did not intend 

N. What do they givens for this-opinion? 

B..1. His,own After this manner there- 
fore pray. Matt. Not that he intended 
fhould- ufe thofe very words, but in this 
henfive manner... _ .. 

Hie gives it as. direion to his 
ing fecret prayer, and not public, or congregational. 

3. Tt feems fitted forthat: particular. time,: by the. 
words, ‘* ‘Ahy,kingdom come, which. 
making it’s.appearance.. .. 

4. This is farther.apparent from 
tion of Jefus,Chrift as mediator, which 
enjoined, John xiv. 13, 14.) 235 

5. We do not find that the.Apoiiles. 
of this prayer the New taught it to . 

unconverted perfons are not, id a Scripture fenfe, the 


;—their father ts rather in hell. 
7. To 
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Thoughts on the Lord’ s- Prayer. 130 
“To be imprecating 
themfelves, to afk to be forgiven as they forgive others; 
_ when it is too evident they do not forgive others at all, — 
WN. Tam’ Gtkedishe queftign. have thought 
very meanly of the Baptifts, becaufe they did not ufe this 
excellent pattern. But their reafons are very weighty. 
thank you kindly Tor the” gence which you 
have fo candidly given me. I have many more. quef- 
‘tons afk to this ‘peaple’; as‘ their rife—pr TO- 
efs—numbets—perfecutions— places of meeting 
hut 4, forbear. to weary you w wit 
thefe at, prefent. 
Youtane perfeétly I feel. particular feli- 
City in having it in my power to gratify may friends. and 
“neighbours.: At feafon; it will be as pledfing 
‘to'hie’ to anfwer, as-it will be'toyou to afk any queftions 
‘whith yoti may think proper to propofe, according to the 
deft information and ability of which I may be ‘poffeffed. 
us fee how this will’ be relified then” 


F AREWEL. 


» 


“Ie Keep usin the harrow Way; 
Till Chrift our Mafier'call us hence, 
. To realms of everlatting 


‘Then thalll we join the Church indeed, 


. 


oe 


And pérfedt Fellowhiip enjoy; 


On Heaven's delicious dainti¢s feed, 

Till to the happy goalrwecome: poetry! 
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3 Ger Author having a few {pare pages, and receiv- 


| ing fome unfavourable intimations, relative to the 
General Baptifts, fince the preceding was fent to the 
prefs, he takes the opportunity of filling the one witha 
few obfervations refpecting the other ; which he hopes 
may ferve as a caution to the Baptiits, and, in fome 

méafure, obviate the charges which have been ur 
againft them. He never pretended to reprefent them 
as/perfect, either in do&rine or life, as a flight view of 
the Preface will evince. Perhaps there it no denomi- 
nation of people who are.- Yet it is one thing to err 
through infirmity, ignorance, or temptation ; and an- 
other, to err through covetoufnefs, obftinacy, or choice. 
The latter of which, he hopes, is far from them as a 
people. Individuals there are undoubtedly in all com- 
munities, who are a difgrace to themfelves as profeffors, 
and to the fociety which they appear to efpoufe. Per- 
fons, who are ** enemies to the crofs of Chrift ;\ whofe 
end is deftruction, whofe God is their belly ; and whofe . 
lory is in their fhame, who mind earthly things,” 
hil. 11. 18,,19. But the followers of Jefus are not 
accountable for the treachery and wickednefs of every 
Judas, who may creep in among them, and for a fea- 
fon fit down at their table. And it is to be obferved, 
that thofe members of churches, who aé& diforderly, are 
firft and beft known in their true charaéer by thofe 
without. Judas was known to be a traitor by the chief 
Priefts, who gave him money to betray his Mafter, be- 
fore the reft of the Difciples had any juft caufe of fufpi- 
cion. In their prefence he could appear as devout, and 
full of piety, as the beft of them, though ‘ the poifon 
of afps was under his lips.’”? The Baptifts cannot treat 
any 


| 
/ 
/ 


APPENDIX. 133 


any.as wicked without proof. Their rule of charity 
leads them to conclude every one innocent, > till he 
proves himfelf guilty. They dare not proceed on noify 
report, and vague fufpicion. Proof of miftondué by 
confeffion, or credible evidence, is the ground of their 
difcipline ; and from this ground they cannot recede. 
On this account they may be greatly impofed on fora 
time ; and occafion fome to think, that they connive 


at, or allow of thofe things which they abhor anddeteft. | 


It is pretty evident, that a great part of the cenfare, 
with which the General Baptifts have been loaded, has 
originated from this fource. There is one more, which 
it is neceflary to mention, and efpecially for the fake 
of expofing the wickednefs of a party concerned there- 
in, and to guard the unwary from the deteftable fnare. 
There are fome men, who take a pride in the height of 
their depravity ; who ‘‘ fleep not, except they have 
done mifchief; and their fleep is taken away unlefs 
they caufe fome to fall,’’ Prov. iv. 14—16. »who bear 
the two main lineaments of their father in the greateft 
perfettion. They firft do all in their power to tempt} 
and, fecond)y, ftrain every nerve to accufe... The wir- 
tuous had need to guard againft fuch perfons, as they 
would againft firebrands, arrows, and death.) | How 


often have we heard of a man being overtaken inia | 


fault, and the affair has been blown and thrown into 
every point of the compafs, till the atmofphere has 
. been agitated with the report of the horrible thing, 
which a General Baptift has done! And what has he 
done? Why, through the fophiftry and importunity of 
fome oe as above defcribed, he has, perhaps, much 
-againit his own inclination and intreaty, taken one 
pint more than has done him good! For this he is ftig. 
-matized as a drunkard ! For this the fociety, and even 
the conneétion, are defamed, as though they were alla 
company of tipplers. 
There are alfo fome generous-hearted men, who 
‘urge, on certain occafions, religious people to drink 
too freely, and prevail to their hurt, without any ma- 
levolence of intention ; yet who afterwards will accufe 
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the-other for doing that, which they were the fole oc- 
cafion of. In the courfe of my experience, many cafes 
have occurred, which might ferve to illuftrate thefe re- 
matks. Let the Baptifts then ftand on their guard, 
and remember, “‘ the Lord is at hand.’’ I am fatif. 
fied that they, ‘asa people, de not: I believe they can- 
got ** bear them that are evil,” Rev. ii. 2. “They do 
quit away wicked perfons, when they find them out, 
whatever their ofhce, their wealth, their confequence. 

.. The principal things, which I ‘have heard as charges 
againft this people, are—Inattention to the Sabbath— 
thinking lightly of Prayer—and denying the Opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit. It is mot likely that five 
thoufand people, of fuch liberal fentiments as the Ge- 
neral Baptifts are, fhould be exaét and uniform in their 
opinion on thefe fubye&ts; yet, on the whole, I ma 

wenture to fay, that the charges are not well founded. 
Their thoughts. on the Sabbath, or rather on the Lord’s- 
day, are:given.in 12. preceding, to which I muft 
the reader:—I believe they may be in fome 
fure culpable, in yielding to that for the fake of others 
which is painful tothemielves. -If.a poor mother come 
to the fhop fora little flour, on the Lord’s-day, mourn- 
ing that her family has nothing for dinner, and that her 
hufband could not have his lait week’s wages till that 
very morning, it would, to the Baptifts, be cruel to 
deny her requeft.—The Hungry muft have food, the 
Naked muft have clothing, the Sick muft have medi- 
cine ;{ and fome have neither time, nor money, nor li- 
‘berty, to obtain thefe neceffaries, at leaft to the beft 
advantage, except on the Lord’s-day ; and if they can- 
not be fupplied then, their diftrefs is greatly augment- 
ed, .It is an hard heart, which can withftand the pref- 


fing importunity of fuch perfons, in fuch circumftances ; 
and itis hard tocfay, how far it is right to withftand 


them. This, in the fight of God, might ‘be to ** ftrain 
ata gnat, and {wallow a el,” Matt. xxiii. 24. 

_. Twell know, that the Baptiftsdo not approve of their 
people working at their itienn trading for profit, fet- 


ting apart worldly bufinefs to be done on. agp a 
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day, for the fake of expence, conveniency, &¢, This 
they generally difapprove. 

One hint may be of ufe to many, and I with it to 
be well regarded. When worldly bufinefs is neceflary 
to be done on that day, choofe a proper part of the day 
todo itin. Rife an hour earlier on ‘the morning, that 
the bufinefs may be done without intruding on the 
time fet apart for public worfhip. Some forecaft to go 
to church, or to chapel, and to be thefe a little before 
the laft Amen ; and then, to do their other bufinefs, as 
foon as fervice is over, This is an evil of great magni- 
tude, and commonly fuch as there is: little excufe for. 
Make therefore a point of it, if bufinefs mufi be done, 
to have your bufinefs done firft; or indeed you ought 
not to be waited on at all, and to be fharply reproved 
into the bargain. 


With refpe& to Prayer, I can affure the public, that 
they hold it of very great importance, through the 
whole of the Chriftian Life. A prayerlefs foul with 
them is a gracelefs finner. They efteeim prayer to God 
an efpecial duty, an ineftimable privilege... Yet they 
do not tie themfelves down very exaftly to forms, and 
places, and feafons; perhaps not fo much as might be 
profitable. You feldom find them on their knees inthe 
fields, or muttering their prayers in the ftreets; itl 
inany of them, in a manner, pray without ceafing, and 
in every thing give thanks. ‘Their hearts, b believe, 
are devoted to the Lord, and their converfation is in 
heaven with him. | 

Their thoughts on the importance of Prayer, may 
be gathered from the following quotation, extracted 
from their Affociation Letter of r7go:—‘* ‘The Letter 
now fubmitted to your confideration, contains one tub- 
only ; 7. Famity Worsuir. For thre fake of 
order, we fhall, 

‘¢ y. Inform you what we mean by Family Worfhip. 

‘* 2. Endeavour to prove, that. it is an incumbent 
indifpenfible duty. . 

‘* 3. Enforce a practical regard to it. 
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“1. By Family Worpip, we mean that every family, in 
all the churches to which we belong; fhould daily, and 
regularly worthip,God together. the mafter fee to 
it that it be performed.—By worfhip, we mean prayer 
more efpecially ; with this, reading and finging may 
fometimes with pleafure and profit be united. But 
reading and finging may be, and often are performed, 
when we.are not worfhipping God.—We befeech you 
to unite with-all in your families, in the folemn and in- 
terefting duty of prayer ;) and to do this daily.”"-—From 
this let the candid reader judge, whether the Baptifts 
think lightly of Prayer. 


‘Phe vcharge of them denying the Operations of the 
Moly Spirit, is abundantly confuted, by every public 
prayer they pour out to God for his divine affiftance and 
bletfing. ey are fully convinced, that it is the Lord, 
and the Lord alone, who quickens, who calls, who con- 
verts, who fanctifies, and who cemforts ; and that he 
doth this with the Holy Ghoit fent cown from Heaven. 
In this refpett they are, I believe, pretty unanimous. 
But. with respect to, the, manner of his influences, they 
may be greatly divided, and much confufed. It may be 
proper. to add, that they look on this to be one of the 
deep things of God, and therefore they meddle but lit- 
tlewithit. ‘Tothem it appears rather a fubject of won- 
der, of prayer, and of praife, than of difcuflion. ‘They 
alfo believe that this is often abufed to pernicious pur- 
fes. That while men contend about what Ged is to 
do, they often negle€& what fhould perform, and 
fhelter themfelves under the fpecious, but ruinous idea, 
that they can do nothing without divine affiftance ; and 
therefore they quietly fleep in their fins ; though He, in 
the moft authoritative manner, commands them to 
“ nt, and to believe the Gofpel,”’ on pain of eter- 
nal damnation. Marki.is. xvi. 15, 16. 
. The letter of their laft Affociation, is particularly on 
aheQperatians of the Holy Spirit.—See the Minutes of 
1794- A few extracts from which fhall clofe this Ap- 
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** The fubje&, to which we now crave your ferious - 
attention, is the Operations of ihe Holy Spirit. ‘This in- 
cludes all that God has wrought on the minds of men, . 
to y monn for public miniftrations, to reftrain from vice, 
to draw to himfelf, to purify the heart, to increafe and 
to complete the holinefs and happinefs of men, in every 
nation and age of the world. Reafon unites with Scrip- 
ture in attefting this moft folemn truth, that ‘* except 
a man be born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of 
God,”’ John iii. 3. = 

It is natural to obferve, that if fuch a change as this 
be produced in the heart of fuch a creature as man, God 
himfelf muft work it.—Without a power fuperior to his 
own, he will neceffarily continue polluted, and a flave. 
to fin. As foon may the Ethiopian change his fkin, or 
the Leopard his fpots, as he that is accuftomed to do 
evil, could, by his own power, learn to do well.— 

** We are pofitively affured in the facred Oracles, that 
the change which is wrought in the minds of thofe who 
are converted, is wrought by God himfelf; and thofe 
who have experienced this change, afcribe it to the di- 
vine operation : ‘* He that hath wrought us for the felf- 
fame thing is God, who alfo hath given unto us the 
earneft of the Spirit,” 2 Cor. v. 5. | 

‘* As we are affured, from paffages above referred 
to, that the Spirit of God ftrives with men, and that 
men have refed and vexed the Holy Spirit, to their own 
deftrution ; take care that none of you be among the 
unhappy number of thofe who do it. Remember the 
Spirit of God is oly, and all fin is abominable in his 
fight. His work is to convince you of fin, to humble 
you for it, and to purify you from it. If you are led by 
the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, you are walking ina 
holy conformity to God, in the practice of univerfal ho- 
linefs. You are bringing forth, in your tempers and 
lives, thofe fruits of the Spirit, which are in * all - 
nefs, and righteoufnefs, and truth.” —If you are deftitute 
of thefe, you are vexing the Spirit of God, undera pro- 
feffion of religion, to your owa deftruction.” 


THE END. 
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